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conſiderations have retarded the execution of his. deſign. 
He hoped, that ſome perſon of. ſuperior abilities and op- 
portunities, for elucidating and inveſtigating the ſubjeR, 


would have undertaken it. He was deſirous, as far as 


might be, of furniſhing himſelf with thoſe materials, that 
moſt fully teſtify, what was the practice of the church of 
Chriſt in her earlieſt and pureſt ages, when we may be 


5 - aſſured, that ſhe moſt clearly underſtood, and moſt exactly 
obeyed the commands and directions of our Lord and his 


Apoſtles: The delay gave him alſo an opportunity of 
confidering whatever occurred in his reading the ſacred 


;. ſcriptures, or other cr e might be ef advantage 
8 


ſor caſting light upon hi 


ubject; as alſo of attending to 
whatever has been advanced by thoſe, who have oppoſed the 


* * which he has endeavored to eſtabliſh. 


After all, if. the author could have been induced to 


believe, that the church of Chriſt, was ſtill, under obligati- 


on to offer up to God a worthip, which was wot, mp ap- 
pointed to be offered up through priefts. and. ſacrifices; and 


that the Apoſtle's commanding us, to do whatever we do in 


ward or deed, in the name of the Tord Feſus, left us at 
entire liberty to neglect all explicit and direct mention of 
the name and interceſſion of the Lord Jeſus, in 4llL our 
ſongs of praiſe and thankſgiving} to God—If he could. 
have been perſuaded, that God had commanded us to 
conduct this part of our worſhip, juſt as if the glorious 
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1 959 THE PREFACE. e 
work of redemption was yet to be accompliſhed, and to 
treat the actions and ſufferings of the Saviour, in it, as if 
they had been only foretold or prefigured, but never, to this 
day, performed or endured— If he could have believed, that 
He, who has commanded, that all men ſbould honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father, had forbidden the miniſter of 
Chriſt, when he goes about to teach and admoniſh in 


Palms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, to ſay any thing in 


theſe that is revealed in the Goſpel, concerning him Had 


of the ſpotleſs holineſs of his life, of the luſtre of n 
racles, of his heavenly doctrines and diſcourſes} of, his Ml 

onies in the garden, and his ſufferings on the crofs. 
Had forbidden him to ſpeak in Pſalms or Hymns of thoſe 


| circumſtances of glory and honor, that attended his reſur- 


rection from the dead and aſcenſion into Heaven; and had 
reſtrained him from paying to the Saviour any of thoſe 
praiſes and adorations, which the glorified Saints and Angels 
in Heaven are directed to pay him, in conſequence of an?” 
accompliſhed redemption. It he could have believed, that 
God had diſplayed his glory in. Chriſt, in a manner more 
illuſtrious, than in any former inſtances, and that he had 
predeſtinated a people unto the adoption of Children, Iy . 
ſus Chrifty that they might be to. the praiſe of his glory ;-and 
yet had forbidden this people to compole or ſing a fong of 
praiſe or thankſgiving to him, for this n g 
adoption, or for the wonderful means, by which they had been 
raiſed to this high dignity—l ſay, if the author could have 
believed theſe things, with many more of the like nature, 
he never would have ſubjected himſelf to the labor of writ- 
ing the following ſheets ; much leſs would he have done 
any thing that tended to leſſen his eſtimation and influ-' 


Ence, however ſmall they may be, with ſome whoſe friends 


ip he highly values, and whoſe early prejudices in favor of Wi 


the Old Teſtament Pſalmody, are perhaps, too roy 
fixed to be removed by any thing he has advanced. He 


hopes, however, they, will * ſome reaſon for his differing | 


1 


peen a ſervant of Chriſt.— He hopes, therefore, that even 
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from them in ſentiment, and impute this difference, out 


to any affectation of ſingularity, but to what is, in his 
apprehenſion, a well grounded perſuaſion of the truth. 
And if he has diſcovered any eagerneſs of ſpirit, in blam- 


ing, or cenſuring thoſe, who are of oppoſite ſentiments, he 
hopes they will have the candor and juſtice, to aſcribe it to 
his zeal for the honor, and intereſt of the Goſpel, and its 


Divige Author, and to his earneſt defire, that a due regard 


ſhould be had to them, in every part of our devotion. 


The author alſo entertained an high degree of hope, 


that, if the people would be brought ſeriouſly to conſider 
the ſubject, in the light of reaſon and Scripture, they 
| - would be of the fame ſentiments with himſelf, and no 
longer diſhonor that Goſpel, in which they profeſs to 
glory, by leaving it entirely out, in any part of their de- 
votions; eſpecially in their ſongs of praiſe, where grati- 
tude for it ſhould always conſtitute a principal part. He 


was earneſtly defirous too, that that worſhip, and thofe 
honors ſhould be reſtored to the: Son of God, which the 
primitive Church pzid him, which the Saints and Angels 
in Heaven continue to pay him, which God the Father fo 


6 peremptorily requires, and the Apoſtle, with expreſs 
regard to our Pfalmody, enjoins, when he ſays, Whatſo- 
ever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 


Teſus. _ 


# Impreſſed, as the author was, with theſe hopes and 
+ - defires, if he had - concealed or diſguifed his ſentiments he 
would not have been faithful to his fellow- Chriſtians, 
diſcharged a good conſcience, or been faithful to him, who 
has called him to the profeſſion and hopes of the Goſpel, 


and who has given him, though leſs than the leaſt of his 


ſervants, this grace, that he ſhould preach among the 
Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 
If after having been laid under ſuch ſpecial and diſtin- 
guiſhing obligations by his God and Redeemer, and in the 


certain proſpe& of appearing before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, he could have ſo 'far undervalued the approbation 
of God, as to have put it to the hazard, by conforming 
to the opinions or doctrines of men; he could not have 
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they, who differ from him in ſentiment, will approve his 


voured to prove, that the Old Teſtament 


Palms of David, to call them Pſalme, Hymns, an 
ritual Songs. ODS 4 * 
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integrity. If the author has erred, he has erred with the 
whole primitive Church, which ſor upwards of three hun- 
dred yeafs offered up her devotions to God ina Plalmody, 
the ſubjects and oceaſions of which, were taken from tie 
Goſpel of Chriſt. He has erred with many Divines and 
others, eminent for piety and uſefulneſs” in the Churches, 


both in the paſt and preſent age; inſomuch that there have 


been few Miniſters or private Chriſtians endowed with a 
capacity and genius for poetry, and animated with a ſpirit 
of a ſincere and lively devotion, who have not .employed Mi 
their talents in this way. Among thele we may mention 
a Flavel, an Erſkine, a Williſon, a Doddridge, a New- 
ton, a Cowper, and a Watts, And no doubt many more 
might be added of. eminent piety and ability, whoſe names 
"38. writings have not come to the author's knowledge. 
Some authors in this country have afferted, and endza- 
Plalmody is a 
ſyſtem to which. the church of Chriſt is to be confined: to 
the end of time. But however eminent they may be for 
theological learning, for ſtrength of reafoning, - or -ac-" | 
curacy and {kill in criticiſm, ſuch is the author's igno- 
rance, ſlowneſs of apprehenſion, or incapacity. to perceive 
the force of an argument, that all that they 795 offered 


has rather confirmed him in his preſent ſentiments. 


1. They ſhould have ſhewn, in the firſt place, that the 
word of Chri/t, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks to. the Col- 
loiſians, Chap. iii. 16. Was ſo peculiarly reſtricted to the 
Pſalms of David, that what Chriſt himſelf delivered by 
his on miniſtry and that of his. Apoſtles, was no part. of 
that word; and that the Colloſſians could not fail to have 
underifond the Apoſtle as meaning by the word of Chriſt, 
wote Efalms. „ ? ? “nps OO 

2. They ſhould have ſheyen that it was ufual, with our al 
Apoſtle and the other ſacred writers, in mentioning the 

7 Sir 
3. They ſhould have 9 that it was the duty of 
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_ Chriftians, not to draw the inſtructions and admonitions, 
which. they communicated to one another, in theſe Pſalms 

and Hymns, from the doctrines and diſcourſes of our Savi- 

=_ * his Apoſtles, but from the words of David and 

Alaph. - - F . n 

4. They ſhould have ſhewn, that the whole worſhip of 


Feſus, and that the ſongs of praiſe and thankſgiving, eſpe- 
cially under that diſpenſation, were exprefsly offered up to 
the Father, through Chriſt. Theſe things can never be 
proved and the very reverſe of them all appears to be the 

votion, otherwiſe than through theſe. Nay in the celebrated 
inftance, which our authors quote, 2 Chron. xxix. 30. in 


| 
1 truth. * 
which they pretend there is a ſtanding rule for Chriſtian 


n 


ment Church had no acceſs to God, but through prieſts and 
facrifices, and it is preſumed to be out of the power of theſe 
writers to produce a ſingle inſtance, in which the congre- 
gation of Iſrael approached God, in any public act of de- 


It is manifeſt ſrom the Scriptures, that the Old Teſta- 
HT P.:imod binding to the end of time; we find, that conſe- 
nr praiſe to the Lord in the words of David and Aſaph 
| until a burnt-offering had been offered upon the Altar. 
Nov if the church at Coloſſe had been Jews, and they and 
' manded them to approach God in the fame manner, through 

$ prieſts and ſacrifices. But the prieſthood being changed, 
There is made of neceſſity a change alſo of the law. Heb. vii. 
12. The Apoſtle, therefore, enjoins it upon Chriſtians to 
offer up their Pſalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs to God, 
in the name, and through the interceſſion of our Lord 


Jeſus. And can it be ſuppoſed, that we are ſtill under 
vbligarion to offer up to God a form of worſhip, in which 


and which, by leaving him out, would imply, that the law, 
requiring our approach to God, through prieſts and ſacri- 
fàccs, is ſtill in force? The Apoſtle commands us in every 


the Old Teſtament was conducted in the name of the Lord 


crated Levites were the ſingers, nor did they proceed to 


the Apoſtle had been living in the days of Hezekiah, ſeven 
hundred years before Chriſt, he would no doubt have com- 


there is no direct and expreſs regard to our great High-prieſt, 


5 
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thing to give thanks; (1 Theſſ. v. 18.) and gratitude requires 
and God by every extraordinary interpoſition in our favour _ 
juſtly demands a ſopg of gratitude and praiſe. "The piety - - | 
and gratitude of the Saints in all ages have led them to this. 


Now to ſay nothing in all our ſongs. of praiſe of the incar- 


nation of the bleſſed Feſus, and of the glvrious and eternal 


redemption he has obtained for us, one would think, muft 


either imply great ingratitude for theſe ineſtimable favours, 
or amount to a declaration, that theſe events have never 


been accompliſhed ;—and to ſing of them only in the lan- 


guage of prophecy, or of the typical obſervances that pre- 


figured them, amounts to the ſame thing. And to confine 


ourſelves to the ſongs of the Jewiſh people muſt imply, as 


far as this part of our worſhip goes, that no conſiderable 
facts or events, reflecting glory upon God, or. meriting 


praiſe or gratitude from us, have come to our knowledge, _ 


for upwards of two thouſand years. | 
If our Heavenly Father has given us any advantages 


above the Old Teſtament Saints, it is but reaſonable and 


Juſt, that theſe advantages ſhould be acknowledged. And 
there is no part of our worſhip, in which we'can, with 


greater propriety, make this acknowledgment, than in our 


ſongs of praiſe. The force of truth has obliged a late au- 
thor upon this ſubje& to whom a reference is made in fome 


following pages“, to grant that we have three advantages 


above the Old Teſtament Church. A very ſcanty enume- 


ration indeed! Witſius has repreſented them, as amount- 


ing to more than double the number. But let us hear what 
they are. & The firſt is, that Chriſt is actually come. The 
fecond,; that We have the New Teſtament. Scriptures.— 


The third, that we have a more abundant ſupply of the 


ſpirit of Chriſt. Thus, what was prophecy to them is 


fulfilled to us; what was practiſed by them as a type, more 


obſcurely ſetting forth him that was to come, is now to 
be.contemplated by us, as a metaphor or allegory, clearly 


ſetting forth him who is already come.” + 


* The Rev. Jobn Anderſon, author of twwo Diſcourſes on P/almady. 


+ Vindic. Cant, Dam. page 69. 
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Chriſtians, not to draw the inſtructions and admonitions, 


which they communicated to one another, in theſe Pſalms 
and Hymns, from the doctrines and diſcourſes of our Savi- 
_ and his Apoſtles, but from the words of David and 
Aﬀſapb. *; 4. 4 . 

4. They ſhould have ſhewn, that the whole worſhip of 
the Old Teſtament was conducted in the name of the Lord 


 Feſus, and that the ſongs of praiſe and thankſgiving, eſpe- 


cially under that diſpenſation, were expreſfsly offered up to 


che Father, through Chriſt. Theſe things can never be 
|  provec—and the very reverſe of them all appears to be the 


truth. bs EY | 
It is manifeſt from the Scriptures, that the Old Teſta- 


ment Church had no acceſs to God, but through prieſts and 


facrifices, and it is preſumed to be out of the power of theſe 


writers to produce a ſingle inſtance, in which the congre- 


gation of Iſrael approached God, in any public act of de- 


oF _ votion, otherwiſe than through theſe. Nay in the celebrated 


inftance, which our authors quote, 2 Chron. xxix. 30. in 
which they pretend there is a ſtanding rule for Chriſtian 


*_  Pf:lmody binding to the end of time; we find, that conſe- 


crated Levites were the ſingers, nor did they proceed to 
ing praiſe to the Lord in the words of David and Aſaph, 

until a burnt-offering had been offered upon the altar.— 
Now if the church at Coloſſe had been Jews, and they and 
the Apoſtle had been living in the days of Hezekiah, ſeven 


bH hundred years before Chriſt, he would no doubt have com- 
manded them to approach God in the fame manner, through 


prieſts and ſacrifices. But the prieſthood being changed, 


| There is made of neceſſity a change alſo of the law. Heb. vii. 
12. The Apoſtle, therefore, enjoins it upon Chriſtians to 


offer up their Pſalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs to Ged, 
in the name, and through the interceſſion of our Lord 


Jeſus. And can it be ſuppoſed, that we are ſtill under 


vbligarion to offer up to God a form of worſhip, in which 


there is no direct and expreſs regard to our great High-prieſt, 


and which, by leaving him out, would imply, that the law, 


requiring our approach to God, through prieſts and ſacri- 


Aces, is ſtill in force? The Apoſtle commands us in every 
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thing to give thanks ; (1 Theft. v. 18,) and gratitude requires” 


and God by every extraordinary interpoſition in our favour 


juſtly demands a ſopg of gratitude and praiſe. The piety - - |; 
and gratitude of the Saints in all ages have led them to this. 


Now to ſay nothing in all our ſongs. of praiſe of the incar- 


nation of the bleſſed Jeſus, and of the glvrious and eternal 


redemption he has obtained for us, one would think, muſt 


either imply great ingratitude for theſe ineſtimable favours, 


or amount to a declaration, that theſe events have never 
been accompliſhed ;—and to ſing of them only in the lan- 


x guage of prophecy, or of the typical obſervances that pre- 


gured them, amounts to the ſame thing. And to confine 
ourſelves to the ſongs of the Jewiſh people muſt imply, as 
far as this part of our worſhip goes, that no confiderable 
facts or events, reflecting glory upon God, or meriting 


praiſe or gratitude from us, have come to our knowledge, 


for upwards of two thouſand years. | 


If our Heavenly Father has given us any advantages 
above the Old Teſtament Saints, it is but reaſonable and 


Juſt, that theſe advantages ſhould be acknowledged. And 
there is no part of our worſhip, in which we'can, with 
greater propriety, make this acknowledgment, than in our 


ſongs of praiſe. The force of truth has obliged a late au- 


thor upon this ſubje& to whom a reference is made in fome 


following pages“, to grant that we have three advantages 


above the Old Teſtament Church. A very ſcanty enume- 
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ration indeed ! Witſius has repreſented them, as amount- 


ing to more than double the number. But let us hear what 


they are. & The firſt is, that Chriſt is actually come. The 


fecond; that We have the New Teſtament. Scriptures.— 


The third, that we have a more abundant ſupply of the 


ſpirit of Chriſt. Thus, what was prophecy to them is 


fulfilled to us; what was practiſed by them as a type, more 


obſcurely ſetting forth him that was to come, 1s now to 


ſetting forth him who is already come.” + 


be contemplated by us, as a metaphor 6r allegory, clearly 
n Of 
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* The Rev. Jobn Anderſon, author of two Diſcourſes on Pſalmudy. = 


+ Vindic. Cant, Dam. page 69. 
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No I would aſk our auther what reaſon can be aſſigned 
for glorifying God in the prophecy, which is not ſtrong- 
er for thanking him for: its accompliſhment ? Of what ad- 
vantage the New Teſtament Scripturt can be to us in our 
Palms, Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, if it is unlawful for 
us to teach or-admonifh- from them? Of what uſe can a 
light be in a place, where we dare not introduce it? How 
can the typical obſervances and figures in the book of 
Pfalms be accompanied with the light of the New Teſta- 
ment revelation, when every departure from the matter or 
form, in which theſe Pſalms were written, implies, in his 
judgment, a reflection on the ſpirit, and is a corruption of 
— V, ͤ - eo ion Fog 
But we will ſuppofe that light introduced, if it be poſſi- 
ble, without changing any thing of the typical or figura- 
tive language, and then, fays our Author, © theſe typical 
obſervances.and figures are undoubtedly attended with the 
advantage of giving us a much clearer and more ftriking 
view of the principal object, than if jt Were expreſſed in 
imple terms and diveſted of its acceſſary idea.” Now I 
preſume that our Author will grant, that the principal ob- 
ject to which theſe typical obſervances referred was Chriſt. 
Let him produce any type, figure, or typical obſervance, 
which he conceives will give us clearer and more ftrikin 
views of this object than the ſimple terms of the Goſpel, 
diveſted of all figure; and we will venture to fay with the | 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. iii. 10. That however glorious it may be, 
it hath no glory in this reſpect, by reaſon of the glory that 
excelleth. Every type, every ſigure mult be echt be- 
fore the Sun of Righteouſneſs. © As the ſun ſwallovyeth up 
tze light of the moon and ſtars, in like manner is the 
luſtre of former diſpenſations ſwallowed up in that bf the 
SGoſpel. * | 
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| 
| ., Obſerve how conſiſtent what our Author here ſays & of 
| the clear and ſtriking views the types give us,“ is with 
{ what he ſays in another place. Speaking of the Old Teſ- 
tament he ſays, & The Lord was Mleaked to lead Church 
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with reſpect to one important part of our worſhip than 
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members under it by the hand to the underſtanding and 
application of the things contained in the word in a manner 


adapted to their childiſh condition, by the inſtitution f 


types and figures. Theſe types were no otherwiſe veils to 
the ſpiritual things ſignified by them, than a child's ſpelling 
and dividing the words is veil to the ſenſe of what he reads, 
which truly leads to that ſenſe, though in a way adapted to 
the capacity of a child. Under the New Teſtament the 
ſame things that had been ſet forth in the word, are ſet forth 
init Rill, but more clearly and fully. — The Church has now 
no more occaſion for the way of learning ſuited to a ſtate 
of childhood, by types and figures, as one that has learned 
to read, has no more occaſion, in order to come at the 
ſenſe of what he reads, to ſpell and divide the words into 
ſyllables. * Surely this gentleman will never ſend back the 
New Teſtament. Church to à way of learning, by types 
and figures ſuited to a ſtate of childhood, and which ſhe 
has no occaſion for. He acknowledges, that ſhe has learned 
to read, and ſurely he cannot intend to confine Her to «ipelly 
and divide the words into ſyllables, in order to come at the 
ſenſe of what ſhe reads. 2 

It can never be his mind, that in teaching and admon- 
iſhing one another in Pſalms, Hymas and ſpiritual Songs, 
we ſhould draw our inſtructions and admonitions from that 
part of the word where “the ſame things“ are more darkly 
and ſparingly ſet forth, rather than from that part of it 
where © they are ſet forth more clearly and fully. Or 
does he believe in his conſcience, that our heavenly Father, 
after having taught us to read by the perſonal miniſtry of 
his own Son, has remanded us back to the lordly diſcipline 
and ſparing inſtruRions,+ of theſe ' tutors and governors, + 
from whom this divine perſon came, at the expence of ſuch 
low abaſement, and extreme ſuffering, to ſet us free ?— _ 
And what ſhall we ſay of the more abundant ſupply of 
the Spirit of Chriſt, which he acknowledges we have re- 
ceived, if, with all its fulneſs, we are in a worſe condition, 


* Vindic. page 39. 1 + Witfus, 


HI. page 359. Speaking of Hy 
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the Old Teſtament Church? The Children of Iſrael, from 
the days of Moſes until after their reſtoration from the Ba- 
. byloniſh captivity, had perſons among them who were en- 
abled by the Spirit to compoſe Pſalms and Hymns, ſuitable 
to their ſituation and circumſtances. And now when a 
more abundant ſupply of the Spirit of Chriſt is aeknow- 
ledged, and Chriſtians are commanded to be filled with it, 
they are, it ſeems, wholly incapacitated for ſpeaking to them- 
felves in Pſalms, Hymns and ſpiritual Smmgs ! When Chriſ- 
Ulansare commanded to give thanks always for all things un- 
to God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
aud when this command is given with expreſs regard to our 
Pſalmody, it muſt be furprifing, that not ſo much as a ſin- 
gle Palm or Hymn ſhould be compoſed or ſung by Chriſ- 
tians in conformity to this direction. Ic ſeems fill more 


{ ſurprifing to hear, a Minifter of the New Teſtament; pro- 


feſſing a regard to the authority of the Apoſtle, and ac- 


- _ - Fnowledging a more abundarit ſupply of the Spirit of Chriſt 


under the Goſpel, and yet aſſerting that it is unlawful and 
. unwarrantable, and-a corruption of the worſhip of God, 
to compoſe or ſing ſuch a Hymn. How far differing from 
this is the declaration of the modeſt and Judicious Doctor 
Ridgley, in his Lectures upon our larger Catechiſm; Vol. 
Hymns of human compoſure, 
he ſays, © If we have ground to conclude the compoſure, 
as to the matter thereof, and mode of expreſſion, unexcep- 
tionable, and adapted to raiſe the affections, as well as ex- 
eite ſuitable acts of faith in extolling the praiſes of God, 
_ It gives me no more diſguſt, though it be not in Seripture- 
words; than praying or preaching do, when the matter is 
agreeable thereunto.” ls PI ESRI FT 5 Es 
I The pious and eloquent Biſhop Horne, has advanced 
many things very plauſibly in order to recommend the 
Pſalms of David as a ſtanding ſyſtem.— But he has taken 
no notice of the Apoſtle's direction, reſpecting Pſalmody, 
nor ſhewn how it is poſſible for us to conform to it in 4 
| hering to David's Pſalms, In order to ing oor in ſuch 
a manner, as to accommodate them to the Goſpel, he re- 


commends it, * to ſubſtitute the Meffiah for David, © the 
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« Golpel. for the Law, Ke Byt he ſhould have rather 
ſaid: Let us ſubſtitute David for the Meſſiah, the Law for 
the Goſpel; which in fact is the caſe, when we ſing of the 


actions, ſufferings, victories or exaltation of David inſtead - 
of thoſe of our great High Prieſt and Captain of our Sal- - * 


vation. With refpe& to the Jews, the ſubſtitution might 
have been proper 
a ſubſtitution? Shall any man prevail upon us to return 
to the ſhadows'of good things to come, hen we have the 
things themſelves? Shall we light a lamp when the ſun 
ſhineth in his ſtrength? Having attained to the knowledge 
and full underſtanding of manhood, ſhall we return to learn 


after the elements and rudiments of children. ben the © 
fulneſs of time was come, God ſent | 


forth his Son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the Law, that we might receive the adoption of Sons. And 
ſhall they, Who have been thus ſet free, return again to a 
ſervile bondage under the elements of the world ? Gal. iv. 3,4. 


Whatever deference ſhould be paid to the piety, elo- hs 


quence. and ingenuity-of the Author, laſt mentioned, we 


muſt beg leave to obſerve, that ſo various are the mean- 


ings, which he has put upon the Pſalms, that an individual 
muſt often be at a loſs to fix upon any determinate ſenſe 


in which he ought to ſing them; while a congregation, 
ſinging the ſame words, may affix ideas to them, as differ- © 


ent as can well be conceived. 2 
To conclude; It is no wonder that that part of our de- 
votion, which ſhould be the moſt lively of all, is found to 


be deſtitute of proper ſpirit and fervor, when we do not 


offer it up to God through that new and living way which 
he himſelf hath conſecrated for ut. When we pay no pro- 
per regard to the great High Prie/t over the houſe of God, 
through whom alone we can draw near with full aſſurance of 
faith, and have boldneſs to enter into the holie/t of all. 
Then ſhall our ſongs of praiſe and gratitude to God riſe 


to. ſome good degree of ardour—then ſhall our faith, and 


love, and hope in him, be lively, when we celebrate him 


Sr 9 Preface page 26, 27—Eng. edit, 


* 


- But what can warrant our making ſuch 


1 
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as our Father in Chriſt, and ſing of his electing, juſtify- 
ing, and adopting grace, and contemplate that glorious and 
eternal inheritance, which he has ſent his Son to purchaſe 
for us, for which his Spirit is preparing us, and to which 
he is ready to receive us Then ſhall we be ſenſible of 
the powerful and conſtraining force of the love of Chriſt, 
when we ſing of him, not only as humbled, laboring and 
dying, but living and reigning. for us.— Then ſhall our 
love to the Spirit, and our joy in him be abundant, when 
we learn to celebrate him as the Author of all our graces, 
as the ſpring of/all our conſolations, as the pledge and: 


ceearneſt of our future felicity and glory. Theſe, my dear 


fellow Chriſtians, will undoubtedly be ſome of the delight- 
ful themes of our ſongs in Heaven; let us, therefore, be 
learning them on earth, and anticipate, in ſome degree, in 
our aſſemblies here, the affectionate and lively devotion of 
thoſe aſcriptions of praiſe to our God and Redeemer, in 


which we will harmoniouſly join, when we ſhall come to 


Wi - the general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born, which 


are written in Heaven. Amen. 
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Col. iii, 16, 17. 


Let the Word of Chrift dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom, © 
teaching and admoniſhing one another in 7 and 
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs; ſinging with grace in 
your hearts, to the Lord. And whatſoever ye do, in 

word or died, do all in the Name of the Lord Feſus, 
giving thanks to God and the Father, by him. | 


PHE nature of man has been enriched by its rr and 
bountiful Creator, with a great variety of noble capa- 
cities or powers. He can form conceptions of the higheſt 
and nobleſt objects, and contemplate them with admiration 
and delight. He is capable of cloathing his ſentiments with 
language, and takes pleaſure in expreſſing, in ſome ſuitable 
manner, the grandeur and excellence of any object, that 
fills the heart with wonder, gratitude, or love. The great 
original of theſe powers ſhews, to what purpoſe they ſhould 
be principally employed. Nothing can be more evident, 
than that they ſhould be chiefly exerted in contemplating, 
and celebrating. the perfections and glories of the ever 
bleſſed God. He is the only object adequate to our moſt 
enlarged conceptions; deſerving our higheſt eſteem; and 
moſt ardent love, and is alope capable of makings happy. 
Wherever the pious heart has been tranſported with a ſenſe 
of the greatneſs and excellence of this object, which was at 
the ſame time its glory * joy, ic has endeavoufed to 


1 


C 
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"expreſs itſelf in a manner adequate to the greatneſs of. its 
conceptions. Common and ordinary language has appeared 
too low and mean. It has riſen to the ſublime and grand, 
in order to attain, as far as poſſible, to the grandeur and 
beauty of the object, that captivated and charmed it. It 
has labored to find out the nobleſt thoughts and expreſſions, 
and brought together the livelieſt and boldeſt figures. Na- 
ture has been exhauſted to repreſent, and gite an idea of, 
its ſentiments. Nor has the devout and pious worſhipper 
reſted here. Where he was capable of it, by the advan- 


tages of nature or inſpiration, he has added the harmony — 
of numbers, and the melody of the voice, to the ornaments a 
and graces of language. 8 | „5 Hy 

| It is manifeſt, that in the earlieſt ages, while poetry was 7 
pure and unadulterated, it was conſecrated to the purpoſes 7 
of religion, and to the praiſes of God. 'This appears from to 
the Song of Moſes, upon the deliverance of the Iſraelites his 


from their bondage in Egypt, and their paſſage through der 
the Red Sea. The like may be obſerved of the Song of em 
Deborah, of thoſe of Iſaiah, and of the Pſalms of David. pre 
Hlere it was ſet apart for religious dar por and employed mo 
in ſinging the praiſes of the Creator, in extolling his per- Sc 


[ | r 

ſections, and celebrating his benefits. Others of the ſacred A 
writers were led by the Spirit, to give the graces of  har- is t 
mony, and numbers to compoſitions of another kind. Al- * 
moſt the whole book of Job is written in verſe. Jeremiah tak 
deplores in ſong, the miſeries and calamities of his country. "I 
And Solomon communicates the rules of prudence*and holy we 


living in the book of Proverbs, in the fame agreeable manner. 


- Chriſtianity opens a new field for ſacred poetry.” Its Di- moi 
vine Author has brought life and immortahty to light: He %. 
125 exhibited to the world matters of admiration and gra- take 
itüde, Torpaſſing every thing that has before Appeated.— 1 
The light he has caſt upon the perfeQions of the bleſſed T 
God, the univerſality of his-Providence, his unparalleled” and 
love and good will to the children of men; manifeſted in vor” 
the gift of bis Son, the miſſion of the HRT Lee and in pore 
the felicity and glory he has provided for alf tri belle vers, 54. 
muſt affect every ſenüble heart with gratitude, and call forth that 
the moſt devout returns of gratitade and praiſe. And, 


indeed, can the true Chriſtian think of the low abaſement 
and extreme ſuffetings, to which his Divine Maſter ſubmit- 


— 
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ted for his ſake, and, at the ſame time, reflect upon the 
dignity of his perſon, the luſtre of his miracles, and the 
holineſs and uſefulneſs of his life, without pleaſing admir- 
ation, and grateful: aſtoniſhment — Can he think of his 
own former 4 | N 5 

as in a ſtate of favor with God, adopted into his family, 
and conſtituted an heir according to the hope of eternal life, 
and not /hew forth the praiſes, of bim, 'who hath called him 
out of "darkneſs into his marvellous light! 13 "at 
It is to ſuch devout, and lively. exerciſes of praiſe and 
gratitude, that the Apoſtle calls Chriſtians in the words of 
our text. Let the Word ef Chriſi dwell in you-richly in all 
wiſdom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in Palms, and 
Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, finging with grace in your hearts, 
to the Lord, So. 


10 - 


Fr 0 
That praiſe and thankſgiving are duties that we ought 
to perform to God, none, who conſider the perfections of 
nis nature, and the obligations we are under to him will 
deny. That the graces and beauties of poetry are to be 
employed for theſe purpoſes, and that theſe ſhould, at all 
proper ſeaſons, be accompanied with the melody, and har- 
mony of the voice,” both xeaſon and nature, and the ſacred 
Scriptures ſeem fully to evince.— N 
But what I would principally inſiſt upon from the words, 
10 to prove, | ' 


That the principal ſubjects of our Pſalmody, are to be 
taken from the Golpel of Chriſt. | 
I ſay the principal ſubjects, becauſe I do not think, that 
we ought to be reſtricted from borrowing light, and ad- 
vantages from any part of Scripture in our Plalmody, any 
more than in other parts of our public worſhip. _ | 
That the principal ſubjects of our Pſalmody are to be 
taken from the Goſpel, will, I preſume, appear, 8 


I. From the words of the text 
II. From the examples of the Saints, and the predictions 
and injunctions of the Prophets under the Old Teſtament. 
III. From the practice of the primitive Churen 
IV. From the Goſpel itſelrlflf. 
I. Then, I ſay, it appears from the words of the text, 
that the principal ſubjects of our Pſalmody are to be drawn 
ben the Goſpetktkk ants 


a I B 
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eplorable condition, and conſider himſelf nom, 8 
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This will appear if we conſider, whit we are to under- 
ſtand by the word of Chrifi—and the duty of farbt 7 
e which the Apoſtle here enjoins— 

. That the Goſpel ſhould furniſh'the principal ſubjeQs 
* our Plaimody, will appear from the expreſſion here ufed;; 
the word of Chriſt, *' / 
That by the word of Chriſt, we are here to vnderland. 
the Goſpel, is manifeſt from ſundry other parts of this 
Apoſtle's writings.—In the firſt Chap. of this Epiſtle, at 
the 5th verſe, he ſtiles it he avord of tht truth of the Goſpel, 
*vhich, ſays he, is come 10 you, as it is in all the world.-— And 
at the 21, 22 and 23 verſes, he repreſents their happineſs, 
if they continued in the faith grounded, and ſettled, and wire 
wot moved away from the hope of the Croſpel, which, ſays he, 
ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature un- 
der Heaven. — In the 2 chap. 10 verſe; he repreſents them 
as complete in Chriſt, and cautions them againſt every 1 
that would call off their attention from the Goſpel, or 
17 tempt them to adulterate it with foreign mixtures, whe- 
ther introduced from the ber ef d of the heathen, or 
Ml from the rites and ceremonies. of the law of Moſes, .“ 
1 If then by thenvrrd 7 _ Chrift he would refer his converts 
at Coloſſe ro the Old Teſtament; or to any part of it, how 
comes it to paſs that he never mendions it ? How is it 
that he never refers to it, but in order to ſhew' that the 
neceſſity of its ſacrifices was done awa ay 3 and that they 
no longer ſtood in need of the cireumeiſion enjoined in it, 
and were to pay no regard to the diſtinction of days, or 
of meats and drinks, Which that legal diſpenſation required 
to be obſerved ?—If they were to be reſtricted in their 
Pſalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs to any part of the Old 


Teſtament, how comes he, in the beginning and pr 1 b 

of the Epiſtle to direct them to very different grounds of PF 

praiſe and thankſgiving to God ? Ch. 1, 3, 4, 5, 12, &c. 2 
But let any ue of common underſtanding, conſider | 
* In 0 We APA 43 Complete awiſdom, obn 208; * | 

1 Cor. ii i Complete Dongle hog 25 11. Nom. = 

1. 22. and &. 4.—3. Santtification by the: ſpirit e Chriſt, 2 

Rom. i. 4. a vi. 9. Wherefore a have no need of addi. 740 


tional patches eit er frem Judaiſm or pbileſaphy. Quare non 
opus eſt aſſumentis Jadaigie'y aut philoſophicis. Davenant. 
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the body of which were Gentiles, and wholly unacquaint- 
ed with former revelations, would underſtand by the:word, 
of Chrift, any of the books of the Old Teſtament? Does 
the Apoſtle give the ſmalleſt hint of this, as being has 


5 
what the Coloſſians would underſtand by the word of 
Chriſt. Can it be concei ved, that the members of a church, 


meaning, or does he not wholly refer them to that Goſpel - Di 


_ whereof he was made a Miniſter ?- Ch. 1. 23. 


But in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, where the Apoſtle 


writes immediately to the Jews themſelves, he exprefly 


diſtinguiſhes the word of Chriſt from all former revelati- 
ons, made by Moſes and the Prophets. Ch. i. 1. God, 
«vho at ſundry times, and in divers manners. ſpale unto the: fa- 
thers by the prophets, hath, in theſe laft days, ſpoken unto us by 
his ſon,—And in Chap. ii. 2. He lays, I the word ſpoken 
by angels was fledfaſt—how ſhatl we eſcape if we negle fa 


great ſalvation, which at the fin began to be ſpoken by the - 


Lord, and was confirmed unto us, by them that heard him ? 
And Chap. xii, 25. He ſays, Ses that ye refuſe not bim that 
[praketh, viz. the Mediator of the new Covenant; for if 
they eſcaped not, who refuſed him that ſpake on earth, muth 


þ. 


more ſhall not aue eſcape, if we turn away frem bim, that 
ſpraketh from Hea ven. If then, writing to the jews them- 


ſpoken by Cariſt, from all former revelations, how can 


we ſuppoſe, that in writing to the Gentiles he ſhould, by - 


the word of Chriſt, intend any part of them? Could they 
have conceived, that he had no reference at all to the 
Goſpel, which had been the ſubject of his own miniſtry, 
but was referring them to ſome part of a former revelati- 


on, with which the body of them were wholly unacquaint - 


ed? I have been the more particular here, becauſe ſome, 
by the word of Chriſt, would have us to underſtand the 
Pſalms of David, than which a greater force upon words 
can ſcarcly be conceived, _ A 


pu . 


+ It has been left to the learning and ingenuity A ſome - 


dern writers, wwho cannot bear that the Geſpel ſhould bade a 
ſhare in our ſongs of praiſe to God, to invent ſuch a ſenſe of th 


ſelves, he diſtinguiſhes. the Goſpel, as being the word 


Words. [t never entered into the conception of former comman- © 


tators, Pool in his Synopſis, repreſents Gretius, Vatablus, 2 an- 
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We are not to judge of the circumſtances of theſe early 
c6nverts to Chriſtianity from our own,” We have the 
whole canon of Scripture before us. The whole Bible, 
fince the art of Printing has been found out, is an eaſy 
perchaſe, and ſeveral copies of it may be acquired by s 
fitple family, — ——[t was far otherwiſe with them. Few, 

of none of them, can be ſuppoſed to have had even the 

writings of the New-Teſtament entire. It was well if all 

the members of any one Chriſtian ſociety, united, could 
' have furniſhed the whole of the Hanne and rde 

nnr. 

chias, and Davenant, as all agreeing that the wird of Chriſt, 
n the dodrine of the Goſpel. (Doctrina evangelica) Dauer- 
ant ſays, that it 15 4 the word of Chrift, botb becauſe it 
was revealed, and preached by Chrift, and, of Chrift. 
Doddrige cqlii the word of Chriſt; the Goſpel they bad received, 

The writers above referred to, ſaw, that if the plain and 
ebwious ſenſe of the words were admitted, the Apoſtles injunc- + 
tion would amount to an 1 and peſitiue precept, enforcing 
the uſe of an evangelical Pſalmody. Rather than admit this, 
they ba ve put ſuch a conſtruction upon the words of "the Apaſtle 
as would make him exclude the very Goſpel, whereof he him- 
/elf was made a minifter, which was preached to every crea- 
ture under Heaven, and which was come unto themſelves, in 
arder to introduce the Pſalms of David, than which _— 


S bow «e eee 2 


10 be further from tbe mind of the Apoſile. G 
% A, the ſacred books were written at different timer, and he 
. different authors, for the uſe of particular churches, it WAI ze 
« long before they came to be univerſally known, injomuch, that | os 
«the canon of Scripture was not ſettled for ſeveral centuries. hi 
«« We: mays. therefore, reaſonably Suppoſe, that the whole of the be 
inſpired writings were not generally in the pofſe/fion of par- to 
* ricular Chriftians in the very early ages.” 0 Mackaight” 4 Je 
Harmony Prelim. O8/, 6. page 50}. — 77 
If, then, the primitive Chriſtians cannot be reaſonably fup- th 
poſed to have had thoje Scriptures, in which they were moſt & 
deeply and immediately ied. may it not be juftly aſked how fe 
Should” they, who were Gentiles, baut bad Hs of the Old th 
Teftament ? The Bereans, who were 728 . ſearebing tb | 
Seriptures, ( Acts xvii. 11 ) were 7 imothy, who had in 
known them from a child, was Fl "fon of a Jewefs, (Ad. eff 


avi. 1.} The Eunuch, whom Philip found reading the Pre- 


2 
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Many of them, in all probability had no other knowledge 


of the Goſpel baut what they had from their teachers 
What then were they to do 2 Were they ro be hient in 


the praiſes of their God, and their Redeemer No, lays 
the Apoſtle, Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly in u 


Wi/dom.—Let your acquaintance-wath it be ſuch, mat you 
may be able to furniſfi yourtelves from it for all the pur- 


poles of Private or ſociai worſhip. 'Thence be able w 


bring forth matter of prayer, praiſe, thankigrvang and in- 
ſtruction, having a ſpecial regard to the great author of 
your knowledge and bleſſings. ¶ barſoe ver qt dv in ward 
er deed, do all in the name of 
to God and the Father by bam. 


Bot the important truth, which I am endeavonting to 


eſtabliſh; is further evident. —- ; 


2. From what the A poſt le proceeds to recommend and | 


enjoiag teaching aur another in P/alms, Hymns, and Spiritual 
Songs,— | 4 ER Ie eg 


phet Iſaias, Was 4 pouuerful and wealthy perſon, and a pri- 
ſelyte to the Jewiſh religion. ( Ads viii. 27.) 


But where do we read of the Gentiles having In their Poſe / 


Mon the Jevoiſb Scriptures ? And how could the Apefile di- 
rely and expreſily enjein it upon them 10 draw the mate- 


rial. of their ſongs of praiſe to God from Writings, with . 


evbich they were wholly unacquainttd, to the excluſion of that 
Goſpel which was come unto them? Among the Corinthians 
he determined not to know any thing ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
Jet at Epheſus and Colefſe we find him, according to ſome mo- 
 dernwapriters, introducing and eftabliſbing a P/almody, in which 
bis name is never mentioned? What confiftency would there haue 
been in ſuch a condudt as this? At Antioch he withſtood Peter 
to the face, for compelling the Gentiles to hve as did the 


Jews, and yet at Colefſe, as theſe men would have it, he enjoins © 


wn > 
* 


it upon the Gentiles io condu à great and leading part MA 
their worſpip as did the Jews.” It appears, that wherever the 


great Apoſile of the Gentiles preached, the Jews raiſed a + 
form of oppoption againſt him. and in one inflance bound 


themſelves by an oath e aſſinate him. 


- 


Would this bave been the caſe, if they bad found him ſyread. 


ing the triumphs of their own religion, and introducing and 


eftabliſhing among the Gentiles à worſhip. wholly reftrifed to 


the words of David and Aſaph. 


Lord Fefus, giving thanks an- 


f 
J 
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In the preceding words he had exhorted them to labor 


th 

4 after an extenſive acquaintance with the Goſpel Let the C, 

= - evord of Cori dwell in you richly Here he direts them be 

to the manifold purpoſes of uletulneis, of comfort, and pt 

= mutual edification, to which they thould apply it, t#achi th 

_ and admoni/hing one another in'P/alms, Hymns, c. 5 th 

'Y And nere let it be obſerved bat the command and in- bl 

_ junction is general.— Every member of the church is in- G 

| cluded.— No perſon of ſuitable talents and capacity, is - th 
| __ Prohibited to compoſe ſpiritual ſongs, for the uſe and edi- 

| fication of his brethren, but is rather commanded to do it. be 

| Nor are they commanded to fee to it, that they who com- fu 

| poſed them, were divinely inſpired. —It was ſufficient if hi 

| the ſubjects and occaſions of them were taken from the ce 

J word of Chriſt.— The manifeſt deſign of the Apoſtle was, be 

That as every man had receiwed the gift, even ſo they ſhould th 
minifler the ſame one to another, as fiewards of the manifold | 


grace of God, 1 Pet. iv. 10. | 15 5 
In the parallel paſſage, Eph. v. 18, 19. Chriſtians are 
commanded rot to Fa filled with awine, wherein is exceſs, but 
to be filled with the ſpirit. And how was this ſulneſs of the 
ſpirit to be manifeited and improved ? By their ſpeaking to 
one another in Pjalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs. And here, 
as in the words of our text, obſerve what a ſtrict and in- 
violable regard to the Goſpel is enjoined. Giving thanks 
always for all things, unts God and the Father, in the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 3 | | 
While they gave thanks for all things, would the Apoſ- 
tle have them to forget their election before the foundation 0 
the world, their predefiination to the adoption of children b 
Jeſus Chrift, and their redemption through bis blood? Would 
he have them to forget, what he elſewhere calls upon them 
to remember, that whereas they bad been in time paſt Gen- 
tiles, and far off ; tbey were now made nigh by the blood of 
Chriſt, and were no more firangers and foreigners, but fellow 
- Citizens with the Saints I And yet all theſe things, and 
many others of a fimilar nature, muſt have been paſſed over - 
in filence, if they had been reſtricted to the Plalmody of 
| the Old Teſtament. —Where do we, in any inftance, much 
leſs in all things, according to that diſpenſation, Give 


= 


5. i. 4, 5. 7. + Bpb. in. 11, 13, 19. 


— 


© choſen generation, a royal pri 
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thanks unto God and the Father in the name of the Lard Joa 
Chrift — And how could they, who, in their own perſons 


had received the accompliſhment of ſuch great and precious 


promiſes, give thanks to God for that accompliſhment in 
the language of thoſe, who only ſaw them afar of, aud left 
the world many ages before the great Author of theſe 
bleflings made his appearance in it; 
Gentiles, to whom the Apoſtle writes, were called to 


the profeſſion and hopes of the Goſpel? © 


But to proceed: Is it not the duty of every Chriſtian 2 
be" filled with the ſpirit ? Ought they not to labor after kin 


fulleſt communications; and earneſtly to pray and look for 


his aid in the diſcharge of every duty ?Ant every ſin- 
cere Chriſtian has the ampleſt encouragement to do this, 
both from the nature of the Goſpel diſpenſation, which is 
the miniſtration of the Spirit, » and from the particular and 


_ expreſs promiſes of our Saviour and his Apoſtles. 


. Ppayer, and the other exerciſes of devotion, attending it, 
are ſome of the moſt ſolemn duties of the Chriſtian. In 
theſe we immediately addreſs ourſelves to God, And 
Why are we not here reſtricted to the words of Scripture, 


And yet no perſon is found ſo unreaſonable as to ſuppoſe, 
that we ſhould be thus reſtricted? We know not what we 


ſhould pray for as we ought, and are in ourſelves, as ill 


qualified for the diſcharge of this, as of any other religi- 
ous duty. But we have the promiſe of he ſpirit ro help our 
infirmities. . And if every Chriſtian may expect his aid in 


prayer, why may not a perſon, endowed-by God with a 


capacity and genius for poetry, fled with the ſpirit, f and 


filled with love to God, with gratitude to Chriit, and ani - 
mated with an earneſt defire to promote the edification, 
comfort and devotion-of his fellow Chriſtians, expect the 
Divine affiftance, when he ſets himſelf to compoſe a Pialm 


er Hymn for this purpoſe ? — And what ſhould Rage ry 
perſons, thus accompliſhed and diſpoſed, for the hig 

and nobleft exerciſes of devotion ?P—Are they not by their 
Divine Redeemer mad lings and prizfis unto God ? Rev. i. 
6. Are not Chriſtians ſtiled by the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. ii. 9, 


an holy nation, a peru 


u I Rem. cu. 6. 1 Bpb v. 18. 


ages before the 


and to the excellent forms of prayer therein recorded? 


8 
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of all, He that ſpared not his own fon, but delivered him up 


| A DISCOURSE ON/PSALMODY. 
liar people, that they Soul ſbe au forth the praiſes of bim who 


Ha called them bur of darkneſs imo his marvellous light? © ; 


Now let us ſuppoſe perſons, thus choſen and diſtin- 
guiſhed, and deeply ſenſible of the amazing goodneſs, that 
had raiſed them to ſuch dignity and privileges, performing 

the duty enjoined in the text, and teaching and admonijSing 
one another, in Pjalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Song. What, 
think ye, would be the principal ſubjects of their'praiſe 
and thankſgiving to God? Whence would they draw the 


materials for teaching and admoniſbing one another? Would 


they paſs: over in ſilence be myſtery, that had been hid 
from agen and generations? Col. i. 26. Would they not 
dwell; with wonder and admiration, upon the amazing 
love of God, who, when they were finers, and enemies in 
their hearts by wicked work, had given up his only begor- 
ten, and beſt beloved Son for their redemption; vhs had 
made them, who, in time paſt, were not a people, to be now'the 
people of God, 1 Pet. ii. 10. who, when they were dead in 
fins, had quickened them together with Chriſt, and had raiſed 
them up together, and made them /it together in heavenly 


"& places in Chrift Feſus ? Eph. ii. 5, 6. Would they notcel- 


ebrate the unparalleled goodneſs of their heavenly Father, 
who had cauſed their eyes to ſee, and their ears to bear; what 
his moft highly favoured prophets and kings had panted after 
in vain ? Luke x. 24. Who had not appointed their lot 


under the dawn of goſpel light, but had cauſed their eyes 
to behold it, in all its meridian ſplendor? Would they not 


have expreſſed an holy wonder and ſurprize, that, when 
God ſent a perſon, of ſuch tranſcendent dignity, and irre- 
ſiſtible power, into the world, it was not t condemn and 
deftroy it, but, that through him, it might be ſaved? John 
iii. 17. Well might they celebrate the praiſes of him, 
who had Glotted aut their tranſpreſions, Pi. li. 1. who had . 
purificd their fouls, 1 Pet. i. 22. reſcued them from the jaws 
of deſtruction, and had ſet open before them the. gates of 
Heaven; but ſurely, they muſt have been overwhelmed 
with holy gratitude and wonder, when they came to con- 
template the unſpeakable gift, which lay at the foundation 


for us all, how fball be not with him freely give us all things ? 
Rom. viii. 32. 


But however theſe primitive Chriſtians might celebrate, 
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in their Hymns and Anthems: of- praiſe, the love of. the 
Father, we cannot ſuppoſe, that they would forget, and +» 
paſs. over in ſilence, the grace of the. Son. 2 Cor. xui. 14. 
How would they expreſs their admiration at the unparal. 
leled love, which he zue was the brightneſs, of his Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of bis pes ſon, had manifefied in 
purging our fins? Heb. i. 3. Of him, who, though be was _ 
in the farm of Cod, and thought it not robbery to bs equal with 
Ged ; Phil. ii. 6. yet for our ſakes deigned. to take upon 
him the likeneſs of finful fleſp, Rom, viii. 3. and to become 
in every reſpect, and in every ſtage of his continuance- 
here, a miu of ſorrows ? Iſaiah liii. 3.— With what pleaſure 
would they celebrate the manifeſtations of his glory, in 
every part of his holy, heavenly, and uſeful life; the ad- 
mirable.. diſcourſes, that flowed from his lips, and the 
wonders of mercy and goodeſs, that were wrought by his 
hands. How would they extol his zeal for the glory of 
God, and his love to the ſouls of men, when they beheld 
him in the agonies of the garden, and becoming obedient un- 
to death, even the death of the croſs * Phil. ii. 8,—How 
would they magnify his unconquerable goodneſs and love, 
which led him, in the midſt of his agonies, to became am - 
interceſſor to his Father for his betrayers and murderers?. 
With what tranſports of holy joy would they celebrate 
the victories of the great Captain of their Salvation, while 
they beheld him, by his oun power, burſting the bands of 
death, riſing triumphant, from the grave, and entering in- 


ae 
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becoming their advocate; a 
the Court of his Father? Ox DEER : 
Need I mention the, gratitude of theſe primitive believ- | - 
ers to the Holy Spixit of God, and in what ſongs of praiſe; 
they would celebrate his. reaewing and ſanctifying influ- 
ences.— How would they admire his power and grace, 
manifeſted, in ** enlightening their minds, renewing their 
wills, and perſuading, and enabling them to embrace Jeſus. 
Chriſt, as offered in the Goſpel“ — His goodneſs and con- 
deſcenſion in helping tbeir infirmities, comforting tbam in. all 
their tribulations, perfeting firength in their weakneſs, puri- 
Hing their ſouls, and making them meet for an inheritance with © 
the Saints in light — . a at FN [5&4 att 
Such are the ſubjects and occaſions for Hymns and An- 
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thems of praiſe, that are ſuggeſted by almoſt every pago 


of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Influenced by theſe; how ear- 
primitive Chriſtians exhort and admonifty | 


neſtly would theſe 
one another, to walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleaſing, to 
be fruitful in every good work, and to encreaſe in the 
knowledge of God?“ What an advantage had they for 
inculcating upon one another a ſupreme and ardent love to 


God, from his unmerited, difintereſted, FR A Pn 


love to them?—And what an enlarged beneficence an 
charity, what condeſcending humility, what zeal, dili- 
gence, ſelf-denial, and heavenly-mindedneſs, ſhould they 


manifeſt, who had fo bright and illuſtrious a diſplay of 


theſe graces, in the great Apoſtle, and high Prieft of their 
1 Jeſus Chriſt *F How entirely ſhould they be 
devoted to the ſervice of God, who had been redeemed from 


their vain converſation, received by tradition from their fa- 


' thers, not by filver or gold or corruptible things, but by the 


precious blood of Chrift ? Should they account any __ 
too difficult to be done, or too grievous to be endured, 
for the ſake of him, who for their ſakes, became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the croſs ?F Sarely the love 
of Chriſt would conſtrain them, with an alluring and irre- 
ſiſtible force, to do any thing, to adorn his doctrine, or 


ſubſerve his kingdom and intereſt, wen they thus judged, 


that if one died for all, then were all dead, and that be died 


Fur all, that they, which live, ſhould not henceforth live unts 
, themſelves, but unto him, who died for them.] How ear- 


neſtly would theſe early converts to the faith caution each 
other againſt bitterneſs and wrath, and anger, and clamor, 
and evil ſpeaking, and all malice, leſt they ſhould thereby 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by aubom they were ſealed unto 
the day of redemption /q and exhort one another to the 
ſtricteſt purity and charity, as being 74s temples of this 
Divine Igent. ee | R's | r 
Theſe were the great leſſons of religion and virtue, 
which the Apoſtles were continually inculcating, as being 
founded upon the doctrines of the Goſpel, which were the 


great ſubjects of their own preaching, And can any man 


t Pet. 1. 18. 19. 
q £p6. iv. 30, 


ee. + Heb: 4; 3. 
Phil:4i;8. 4 Co. e. 14, 16. 
31, 1 Cor. vi. 19g. #: 
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be ſerious in afferting; that, when the Apoſtle mentions 
the award of Chrif,' and enjoins fach devour and edify ing 
exerciſes, as what ſhould: ariſe from a thorough knowledge 
of it, he intended, that in theſe no regard ſhould be had 
to any thing, Which our Lord had ſaid or done, in his 
own perſon, or by the miniſtry of his Apoſtles: Can any 
one believe, that he intended, they ſhould wholly over- 
look and diſregard, in their praiſes and thankſgiving to 


God, the great things, which he himſelf had been juſt 
laying before them at the entrance of this epiſtle ?—Would. 
he ſend them to praiſe God, for the deliverance of the 


Jewiſh people from their oppreſſion in Egypt, and the wrath 


and . tyranny of: Pharaoh, who had themſelves been but 


jaſt delivered fromthe bondage of corruption, from the wrath 
of God, and from the ſnare of the Devil ?—Would he ſend 


them to record thedeliverance of Iſrael by the hand of Moſes, 


when he had ban juſt ſpeaking of their redemption by the 
blood of the crofe ?— Would he lead them back to the types 
and ſhadows of the law, when the day ſpring from on high 


ne/s, and tranfiated into the hingdom of God's dear Son; would 


he forbid: them, in a Hymn. of praiſe, to give thanks to be 


Father, who; from being children of wrath, and heirs of 


condemnation, had made them meet to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the Saints in light 7* Having fat at the feet of 
Jeſus in the miniſtry of his Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, and 


learnt, as from his own mouth, the heavenly leſſons of 
wiſdom, which he came from the boſom of his Father to 
reveal, were they never to utter a2 Song of Praiſe to their 
great Deliverer, as having already appeared, nor to ſpeak 
of him in a Pſalm or a Hyma, but in the obſcure and figu- 
rative language of thoſe, who had lived a thouſand years 
before he was born . 

As therefore, there is no probability, that the churches at 
Epheſus and Coloſſe, had the Pfalms of David in their poſ- 


ſeſſion, as the Apoſtle does not mention them, nor refer them 


to them, but ſpeaks of the devout exerciſes, which he enjoins 
in ſuch a diveflity of phraſe, as ſhews that he had them 


» Cel. i. I2, 13. 
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had vjſitad them 3 delivered from the power of darl- 
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not at all in his view.*—But above all when ye ſind him 
directing them to ſubjects of ptaiſe and gratitude to God, 
wholly different from what are tecorded in the Old Teſta- 

ment, to wonders that had not been acrompliſhed in for- 
mer days, but in which they themſelves were perſonally and 
deeply intereſted ;- and, moreover, find him, through the 
whole of the Epiſtle, fixing their attention to the Goſpel, 
which they had heard; we mult vonslude, that by the 
word of Chriſt he muſt mean and intend that Hord, which 


» 


* The Pſalms of David are never weſerred 'th inthe New 
Teſtament, but in a manner Ja dire and expreſs, that thiy 
cannot be miſtaken. I bus, Luke 20, 42, David himſelf ſaich 
in the book of Pſalms, &c. And our Lord ſays, Luke 24; 44. 
All things muſt be fulfilled which were written in the law 
of Moſes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pſalms; concern- 
ing me. Lhe like may bs objerved of all the other inſtances 
in which the Palm of Dawid are quoted a a, Act i. 20 
and xiii. 33. 35. F therefore, the P/alms of David bad been 
introduced and efiabliſhed among the converts at Colaſſe and Ephe- | 
fus, no reaſon can be aſſigned, why. the Apoſtle ſhould bade ujed 
fuch a diverſity of phraſe, and not-have ſpolen of theſe Halm 
in the uſual manner, as being familiar and well-known to them. 
But his directing the members of theſe churches 40 the Word 
of Chriſt—hzs commanding them to do all in the name; of 
the Lord Jeſus bis enjoining them to give thanks unto God 
and the Father, by him, manifz/tly ſbeau, that the Apoſtle: 
had not even the moſt diſtant reference tathe Pſalms of David... 
Our Apoſtle always dijtinrguijhes te quord of Ghrift from what 
has been ſpoken by Dawid and the Propheis.” Aud if wewere 
ro adhere ſtrictly to the Old Teſtament Pjalmody, aue cannot be. 
faid to do any thing in the name of the Lord Feſiu, much les 
to give thanks unto God and the Father, by him. Me mention, 
es therein made of the Father, as a diſtin and ſpecial ale 
of our devotion, nor of the Song as bring the appointed way of 
our acceſs to bim. 1 peſe things arne . peculiar to the Goſpels © 
that it appears amazing, thaithey ſauld be underſtood as har 
irg a reference to any thing elſe; li muff appear plain, I con- 
ceive, to every unprejudiced mind, that if any Songs were 
compoſed, entirely. conferming to the 47 le direction, the © 

ubjetts and occaſion of them, as well as the manner, in which 


they were addreſſed, muſt be wholly new, 
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God, in tbeſt laft days, had ſpoken unto us by*bis Son, s in his 

own miniſtry, and that of his Apoſtles. And, we muſt be- 
lieve, from the Whole ſtrain of our Apoſtles writings, that 
it was from this word, they were to draw the materials of 
thoſe P/almi, Hymn, and ſpiritual Songs; by which they were 
to teach aud admoniſf one atother.—Batt proceed, in the 

II. Place, to illuſtrate and prove the ſame truth from the 


examples of the Saints, and the predictions, and injunc- 


tions of the Prophets, under the Old Teſtament. 

We are exhorted by the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
to be followers of them, who through faith and patinice, in- 
berit the promiſtt. f. We cannot greatly err, if we walk in 
the paths, in which they have gone beſore us, to glory. 
Now their altars, their monuments, their ſacrifices, their 


feſtivals, teſtify their piety and gratitude to God. You 


might almoſt learn the hiſtory of the wonders God hath 
wrought for them, from the Songs of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving, in which they have celebrated the power, and good- 

neſs of their great Deliverer. Thoſe elders who obtained a 
good roport, did not confine their praiſes to the mercies 
and bleſſings conferred upon-rheie fathers, but took care 


to record the goodneſs of God, upon every new oliver. 4 


ance. And are not Chriſtians under the ſame, or even far 
ſuperior obligations to God ?— 2 "4 

As ſoom as Moſes had brought the children of Iſrael 
through the Red-fea, he compoſed a Pſalm or Song to be 
ſang'by them, in all their generations and families, in me- 
mory of that deliverance. 5 This deliverance, great as it 
was, was but an obſcure type and ſnadow of the great ſal- 
vation; wrought out for all true believers by the Son of 
God. The one bears no compa: iſon with the other, either 
with reſpect to the enemies, and evils, from which it de- 
livered the Jewiſh people, or the dignity and excellence 
of the perſon employed, to effect it. | „ 

This is ſo plain to all, who conſider the kind and nature 
of the bleſſings of the Goſpel; or believe the divinity of 
its great Author, that, I preſume, it needs no proof or il- 
luſtration. And ſhall all the warmth of gratitude, the 


Heb, i. 1. + Heb. vi. 12. t Heb. xi. 2. 
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force and beauties of poetry, the harmony of numbers, and 
the melody of the voice be employed to gelebrate the one, 
and ſhall it be accounted herely, or ſupęrititian, to bugs 


Song of Praile to God for che other —Shall the ranſomed 
of the Lord believe, that this zmezing Salvation has been 


wrought for them, above ſeventeen hundred years nee, 


and not dare to {peak of it, in their Hymns or Songs of 
Praiſe, as being already aecomplithed ? If they ſhould hold 
their peace, where ſuch wanders of goodneſs claim their 
acknowledgments, /would net the ſieves, as our Lord ſaid 
on another occaſion, cry out #* 9 MEER 

David has praiſed God for making known his wweys rate 
Moſes, and his aut unde the chilgren of tracl.+ Under how 
much greater obligations are Chriſtians to celebrate the 
grace and condeſcenſion of their Heavenly Father, whe 
has, in theſe laft days ſpokew te us, not by a mortal man, nor 
by an Angel, but by the great Creator, and Lord of An- 
gels, bis own Sen? In the Songs of that inſpired writer, 
we can trace the dreadful acts of the Lord in the Land of 
Egypt, we can attend his people in their journeyings thro? 
the wilderneſs, we can ſee them fed with manpa from Hea- 
ven, and drinking water from the cleft rock. We can ſee. 
the heathen driven out before them, and themfelves, after 
repeated victories, ſettled in the Promiſed Land. And 
ſhall Chriſtizns, in all their Songs of praiſe, be ſilent reſ- 
pecting all the benificent acts of the bleſſed Jeſus ? Shall 
they ſay nothing of his peng the eyes of the blind, of his 
unflopping the ears of the deaf, of his cauling the lame to leap 
as the hart, and the tengue of the dumb vo fing FF Shall they 
| ay nothing of the divine power and goodneſs, manifeſted 
in healing the leproſy, the. palſey, and other obſtinate diſ- 
caſes, by a touch or a word ? Shall they fee him walking 
on the water, commanding the winds and waves, railing 
the dead to life from the bed, the bier, and even ſrom tha 
grave? Sbeil they ſec him allaying the hunger of thoul- 
ands with a few loaves and hes, and regaling the gueſts 
at a marriage, to which he bad been invited, by water 
converted into wine, and yet not utter a word, in all their 
Songs of Praiſe, concerning the glorious Nb of bis Ma- 


1 Pjalm ciii. 7. 
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feſty, and his <wondrous works/P* Shall we ſee the great 
captain of our Salvation, Slorting out the hand-writing of 
erdinances, that "was againſt us, nailing it to his croſs,F bear- 
ing our fins in his own body on the tree, t and there "/poiting 
principalities and powers and triumphing over them * Shall 
we ſee him /evailowing up death in victory, & aſcending into 
Heaven as our fore-runner, and as the Apoſtle ex preſſes it, 
raifing us up together, and making us fit together in Heavenly 
places. l ſay can we ſee and believe all this, and not ſhew 
forth the exceeding riches of his grace ? If, in ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance, we can be ſilent, ſhall not the piety and grati- 
tude of the Pſalmiſt, which animated him to elevated {trains 
of devotion, upon occaſions of a far inferior nature, rife up 
in judgment againſt us and condemn us, ?— _- 8 
The Prophets, who fore told the coming of Chriſt, appear 
to have been tranſported with the obſcure and diſtant proſ- 
pect of his glory. The Pſalmiſt calls upon all nature to 
exult, in expectation of his appearance. All ends of the 
earth have ſeen the ſalvation f our Cod Male a joyful noiſe 
unto the Lord, all the earth, make à loud noiſe, rejoice and fing 
praiſe Let the ſea roar, and the fulneſs thereof 5 the world 
and they that dwell therein 5 let the floods clap their hands 5 | 
let the hills be joyful together. \ſaiah repreſents the deſert 
rejoicing and blaſſoming as the roſe. It ſhall blofſom abundantly, 
Aays he, and rejoite, even with joy and finging.** And in 
proipe&-of the glorious enlargement of Chriſt's kingdom 
by the acceſſion of the Gentiles, he-fays, Sing, O Heavens, 
and be joyful, O Earth, and break forth into finging. O moun- 
tains, for the Lord hath comforted his people, and will haye 
mercy upon his afflicted. t And Jeremiah, in proſpect of the 
deliverance of Itrael, and the introduction of Goſpel bleſſ- 
ings, as may be ſeen from the ſequel of the prophecy, ad- 
dreſſing the Church in the name of her great deliverer, 
lays, Sing auith gladneſi for Jacob, and ſhout among the chief 
of the nations. It And fhall the Prophets ſpeak thus in rap- _ 
tures of the dawn of the Sun of Righteouſneſs; and of the 
happineſs and joy that would riſe upon the world at his 
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appearing z- and ſhall he be eclipſed after his riſing ? And 
ſhall they, who have taſted his bleſfings, and haue drawn 
water ont of the wells of his ſalvation,* be ſo thoughtleie 
and 'vngrateful, or ſo blinded with prejudice, as never to 
| mention his name, in'a Song of Praife, or to ſing an Hymn 
4 to their Great Deliverer f—ln ſuch a circumitance, they 
1 would be led by a Spirit very different from that, which 
| the Prophet repreſents as poſſeſſing the converts to the 
IS Faith of the Goſpel. ii that day ſball ye ſay, praife the 
[8 Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among the people, 
make mention that bit name is exalted. Sing unte the Lord 
for he hath done excellent things 5 this is known in all the 
earth.+ Nay they will diſobey the expreſs command of 
this Prophet. For after having ſpoken of God, as giving 
Chriſt for @ covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles, 
to open the blind eyes, &c. he ſays, Sing unto the Lord a new 
ſong, and his praiſe from the end of the earth. Theſe pre- 
ditions, and injunQions of the Prophets, were delivered 
above three hundred years after the days of David and 
Aſaph, and manifeſtly ſhew, that it never was the mind of 
the Holy Spirit to confine the Church to the words or 
wonders, which they have recorded. Nay, the Prophet 
Jeremiah, referring to the days of the Meſſiah, and to the 
final converſion, and reſtoration of the Jews, declares, that 
this deliverance would be ſo great and fignal, that the 
memory of their dehverance from their bondage in Egypt, 
would be in a manner loſt and forgotten in it. Jer. xxiii. 7. 
And it is manifeſt, that many of the Pialms themſelves: 
were written long after the days of David, in the time of 
their captivity, and after their deliverance from it; ſo 
far were the Jewiſh people themſelves from conceiving 
that they were to be reſtricted to the words of former Pro- 
phets. Indeed their grief and diſtreſs, under preſent ca- 
lamities, or their joy and gratitude, for preſent deliver- 
ances, were too powerful to be ſuppreſſed. In what mourn- 
fol ſtrains do they lament the ravages of their city and 
nation, by Antiochas or Nebuchadnezzar in the lxxix 
Pſalm, and how earneſtly do they ſupplicate the Divine 
mercy ? They deplore the taunts and revilings of the 
enemy, who had led them captive, in the cxxxvii Pſalm, 
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and record the Divine goodneſs, manifeſted in their reſto» 


ration, in the cxxvi and Ixxxv Pſalms. Several other in- 
ſtances, of the ſame nature, might be adduced, - - 

But, if the examples of the Saints are to have any weight 
with us, theſe are ſufficient to convince every reaſonable, 
and unprejudiced mind, of the propriety and duty of Chriſ- 


tians, celebrating the goodneſs of God, for mercies ank 


deliverances peculiar to themſelves; eſpecially for mer- 
cies and deliverances ſo far tranſcending all that the world 
ever hefore ſaw. ; | 2 3 8 | 
The welt P/almift of Iſrael * himfelf is far from config- 
ing us in the praiſes of God, to his own compoſitions, 
however excellent and divine. O give thanks unto the Lord, 


call upon bis name male known his deeds among the people 


Sing ye wato him fing Pſalms unto him, talk ye of all bis auen- 
drous works.+ He is far from conceiving his own compoſi- 
tions ſo complete and comprehenſive, as that at wauld be 
arrogance and preſumption to attempt any thing farther, 


in theypraiſes of God. He knew, that the ſubject was 
- ſo ſublime and extenſive, that his own eloquence, thaugh _ 


it was elevated by inſpiration, was unable to reach it. 
Plal. cvi. 2. bo can utter the mighty aits of the Lord ? 
bo can ſhea forth all his praiſes ? He is far from requir- 
ing or deſiring, that che work of praiſe ſhould be confined _ 
to the Jewiſh people. Pſal. Ixvi. 1. Make @ joxful noe 
wrto God, all ye land. And cxvii. v. Opraiye the Lord, alt 
ye nations, praiſe bim all ye people. And could it be the in- 
tention of the Pſalmiſt, that the people of other nations and 
languages ſhould paſs over the works of God's providence 
towards themſelves, and -confine themſelves wholly to his 
workings towards the children of Iſrae] ?—Qr is it poſſible, 
that he, who has fer them ſo bright an example of obigey- 
ing, wn nation wa celebrating the acts of the Lord towards 


his own nation, would allow them to be ſo negligent and 
ungrateful, as to paſs over in filence, his acts of mercy, 
and kindneſs towards themſelves ? He has declared what 
is their duty, and what ought to be their practice. Pal. 
Ixxxvi. g. All nations, whom thou haft made ſail come, and 
worſhip thee 5 they ſhall glorify thyname, 

No bleſſing, proceeding from God, is ſmall. The piety 


* 2 Gam, xxiit, 1. + P/alm cu. I, a. 
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BE. 
of David did not ſuffer him to negle&, even the meaneſt 


| and moſt common. He has taken care to record his for- this 
i mation in the woemb,* his preſervation in defenceleis in- mani 
my fancy and childbood, + and the care God had taken of him Pſalr 
| | in the advance of lite, crowning him with loving kindneſs : be d 
22a tender mercies.} How 1s his heart enlarged, when he fulne 
0 conſiders the earth as full of the riches of his benefacter, nels 
1 and ſees him giving to the beaſt his food, and to the young ra- ous 
Pp ens which ery 'F And can we have any regard to the ech 
. example, or any ſhare of the picty, devotion, and gratitude all t] 
of that holy man; while we negle@, or refuſe to celebrate Lora 
the praiſes of God, for bleſſings of an infinitely ſuperior 4 
nate??? | | | . Gow 
Wh!” If, then, whatſoever things were written aforetime, were choi 
5 written for our learning, if the children and people of of p 
A God have ſung his praiſes, upon every new deliverance; offe 
fi } if the Prophets break out into unuſual tranſports, whenever Sim 
VR a glimpſe of Goſpel light dawns upon them; if they fore- po 
1 tel and enjoin that the livelieſt gratitude ſhould be mani- rue 
| feſted, and that ſongs of praiſe and thankſgiving ſhould be 5207: 
compoſed, and ſung by thoſe who ſhould ſhare its bleſſings 1 

What ſhall we ſay? Or is it poſſible to reſiſt the force off 
of ſuch examples, or to gain- ſay and oppoſe exhortations diſn 

and injunctions, ſo reaſonable and juſt? Were theſe holy ned 
men guided by a lying ſpirit, and led to conceive of the apo 
bleſſings of the Goſpel far above their value? Do we ſee + to 6 
no beauty, or luſtre in he Son of righteouſneſs, whoſe ob- 1 
ſcure and dittant rays were ſo glorious in the eyes of the bre 
Prophets? Have they propheſied unto us a falſe uiſion and Nen 
Nn divination, and a thing of nought, the deceit "of their own $9 
. hearts ] Ye men of God, is there nothing, in all the Lor 
Sl wonderful events of a Divine Providence, ſince your days, all 
= worthy of a Song of Praiſe, from the diſciples of Chriſt? ding 
W. We will not -believe it, unleſs we find our Lord and his Joy 
Apoſtles confirming us in ſuch a belief. : es 
Let us then enquire of thoſe who beheld his glory.— 8 
Tapis brings me, in the | | of: 
f III. Place, to illuftrate and prove from the New-Teſta- 1 

| ment, the truth I am endeavouring to eſtabliſh. And from - 

* P/al. cxxxix. 13, 14, 15. + Hal. Ixxi. 5, 6. 4 4 
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. | 
this part of the ſacred writings, I preſume it will appear 
manifeſt, beyond a doubt, that the principal ſubject of our 
Pſalmody, of our Praiſes and Thankſgivings to God, ſhould 
be drawn from the Goſpel. There we find Mary, from the 
fulneſs of her ſpirit, magnifyivg the Lord, for the great- 
nels of his condeſeenfion to herſelf, and for his faithful 


A 


echarias, who officiated. as a'prieft, and was poſſeſſed of 
all the privileges and advantages of his nation, #lefes the 
Lord God of ljrael, who had wifited and redeemed bis people, 


and had given light to them that ſat in darkneſs and the ſha- 


rw of death, to guide their fret into the way of peace. Ff A 
choir of Angels announced the birth of Chriſt, in a ſong 
of praiſe ;t and the wiſe men from the Eaſt bring gifts, and 
offerings to the infant Sayiour. The devout, and aged 
Simeon breaks out ir:to raptures of praiſe and thankſgiving 
upon finding him in the temple ; and the Propheteſs Anna 


gives thanks, and ſpeaks of him to all that looked fer redemp- 


tion in Jeriſalem. | 

Thus early was the attention of the Jewiſh people turned 
of from former mercies and deliverances, and from the 
diſmal proſpect their preſent ſtate afforded them, and awak- 
ned to attend to the great light, that was ſpeedily to dawn 
upon them; that light that was to lighten the Gentiles, and 
to be the glory of God's people, Iſrael. ** 

The evangeliſt declares, with reſpect to himſelf, and his 
brethren, that when the word was made fleſh and dwelt 
among them, they beheld his glory, the glory, as of the only ds. 


gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.+4 And our - 


Lord magnifies the advantages his diſciples enjoyed above 
all thoſe of former ages, and repreſents many prophets, and 
Rings, and righteous men, as having earneſtly defired to en- 


joy them, who yet came ſhort of that happineſs. tt He 


repreſents himſelf, as à light come into the world,Fh and ſets 
forth the greatneſs of God's love, in ſending him into it, 
as far tranſcending all former inſtances, and manifeſtations 
of it. HH He breaks forth into acrapgure, upon contemplat- 


'* Luke i. 46. + Luke 5. 68, 790. 1 Lube is. 13, 14: 
$ Matth. ii. 11, [} Luke ii. 28. A GJ. eg * 
* Luke ii. 32. ++ Job i. 14. 1 Lult x. 24. 
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ing the riches and freeneſs of ſovereign grace, manifeſted 
in the choice of thoſe objects, who were called to ſhare its 
bleſſings. —Mat. 11, 25.— I thank rhee, O Father, Lord of 
Heaven and earth, becauſe thou hat hid theſe things from the 
die and prudent, and bat revealed them unto babes. 4-4 

And were all thoſe holy perſons miſt:ken, who beheld 
the early dawn of the ſun of righteouſneſs with ſuch extacy 
of joy, and celebrated his appearance with ſongs of praiſe ? 
Were they the illuſions of a heated fancy and imagination, 
that led them to conceive, that che former ſtate of their 
nation was darkneſs, in compariſon of the brightneſs and 
comfort of the Goſpel revelation? Were they, Who beheld 
the Glory of our Lord, nay was our Lord himſelf miſtaken, 
with reſpect to the importance of bis own character and 
miſſion, and with reſpect to the excellence and value of the 
bleſſings, that were to ariſe to the world from his appear- 
ing in it, as its Teacher and Saviour? Or were theſe per- 
ſons led thus to ſpeak and exult by the Spirit of God? 
Was the judgment of our Lord according to truth? And 
were there Songs of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God, in 


the days of David and Aſaph, for the bleſſings then en- 
that'is come” 


Joyed ; and are none to be ſung for the g 
unto us by the incarnation, life, death, and reſurrection of 
David's Lord | If theſe events and the bleſfings flowin 

from them, be not worthy of our ſublimeſt Songs of wy 


and gratitude, the Evangeliſts have written, the Apoſtles \ 
-have preached in vain, and none of all the wonders, that 


God has wrought for the children of men, ſince the foun- 
dation of the world, deſerves to be mentioned. | 

Our faith may be weak, our gratitude may be cold and 
languid ; we may be contented, to praiſe God in the lan- 
guage of thoſe, who had a very obſcure and diſtant proſ- 


pet of our Lords ecming. lt was far otherwiſe, with 


thoſe, who had an immediate vitw and impreſſion of his glory: 
Upon his entry into Jeruſalem, the whole multitude of his 


diſciples began to rejoice, and praiſe God, for all the mighty 


eworks they had ſeen ; ſaying, Bleſſed be the king that cometh in 
the name of the Lord, peace in Heaven and glory in the highefi®. 
Did our Lord rebuke them at the requeſt of the Fhariſees ? 
Did he ſend them back, for ſubje&s and occaſions of praiſe 
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perſon, was to be. the ſubject of their praiſe, and thankſ. 
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and gratitude, to David and the Prophets? —Did he tell 
them, that nothing he had done, or ſpoken,” in his own r 


giving to God ?—So far is he from it, that he rebukes the 


Pharitees themſelves. He ſtrongly inünuates, that they 
themſelves were guilty of unconquerable prejudice, unbe- 


lief, and hardneſs of heart. He tells them, that the won 


ders, that now engaged the admiration and gratitude of his 


diſciples, were ſo great and affecting, that , the ſhould * 


hold their peace, the ſloues would immediately cry out. And 
are thoſe mighty works become leſs intefeſting and affect- 


ing, becauſe they were tranſacted above ſeventeen hundred 


years ſince And muſt the whole multitude of our Lord's 


preſent diſciples, whenever they rejoice, and lift up their 


voice in a ſong of praiſe, ſay nothing of all the mighty 
acts, that, at that ume, ſo ſtrongly affected, and tranſported 
his. diſciples ?—Can we, like the Phariſees, thoſe invete- 
rate enemies of our Lord, be filent and unaffected at won-- 


ders, ſafficient, in the eſtimation of our Saviour, to affect 


their admiration and their joy ?—Such conduct in thoſe, 
who beheld his miracles, and triumphs, with envy and rage, 
Who looked upon his glory, as eclipling and tarmſhmg 
their own, was naturally to be expected. But who could 


the rocks, and make them, if poſſible, expreſs in language, 


have. conceived, that his profeſſed diſciples, even in the 


remoteſt ages, who acknowledge him, as the Lord, their 
Rigbteouſne/s, and hope ta ſhare in his ttiumphs, and glory, 


weuld be averſe to celebrate them in their tongs of praiſe, 


— — D— 


and would prefer ſing ing of the deliverances oi ifraet, by 


the hand of . Moſes, and of the victories and triumphs of 


Jothua, before the achievements, and victories of the Son 


of God, and C aplain of their baun Salvation ¶ Be aftoniſh- © 


ed, O ye Heavens, at this! (Jer. ii. 12.) 3 
If we paſs on to the writings of the Apoſtles, we find the 
paſſages, wherein they celebrate the tranſcendent love of 


God in the gift of his Son, and the Divine glories of the 


Redeemer, and the greatneſs of their obligations to him, 
almoſt innumerable. How often do they triumph in him, 
and gſory- 41 bis cr? How often do they inculcate upon 
their Chriſtian brethren a ſpecial regard to him, in all their 
prayers, praiſes, and thankſgivings to God ?—The great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles repreſents, as we have done, the 
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preditions and injundtions of the Prophets, as laying 
them under the ſtrongeſt: obligations 70 glorify God for hrs 
mercy and ſing unto his name. But for what-mercy ?* I 
into the whole epiftte and {ee.—For what elfe ſhould they 
glorify God, but for the Goſpel, which was the power of 
God unto Salwation, to the Few firſt, and alſa to the Gentile f 
Whole praifes ſhould they ſet forth but his, who, when they 
were ungodly and fieners, had commended his love, in givt 
his Son to die for them?®t Who had not ſpared his own Son, 
but had delivered him up for them all? Who had manifeſted 
himſelf as the God not of the Jeu only, but alſo of the Gen- 
tiles nay, who had taken occaſion, from the fall of the 
Fews, to bring Salvation to them?q That theſe were to 
be the great ſubjects of their praiſe and gratitude to God, 
is manifeſt from other parts of our Apoſtle's writings.— 
Remember, ſays he, writing to the Epheſians,,./ha? ye being 
in time paſt Gentiles —that at that time ye were without Chriſt, 
being aliens from the commonwealth of 1/rael—having no hope 
and without God in the world, but now, in Chrift Jeſus, ye, 
who were ſometimes far , are made nigh by the blood of 
Chrift—are no more flrangers and foreigners, but fellow- 
' Citizens with the Saints, and of the houſthold of: Go. 
— But why noe we uſe arguments in ſo plain @ caſe, 
when we have the example of the Apoſtle in the very en- 
trance of the Epiſtle, Jaſt referred to? — He clearly points 
out to us, what he means by the word of Chriſt, in our 
text, and ſhews os whence, the g treat ſubjects of our Pſalms 
and Hymns are to be taken. He had ſaluted the converts 
to Chriſtianity at Epheſus, with a moſt earneſt and affection- 
ate prayer, that grace and peace fhould be communicated to 
them from God our Father, and from the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 
Unable to reſtrain his gratitude for that rich and tranſ- 
cendent goodneſs, that had put it into his power to make 
| ſuch a prayer, and had ope 
ſuch a profuſion of bleſſings, as it comprehended, he breaks 
forth into a Song of Praiſe and thankſgiving to God. 
Bleed, lays ke, be the Hh and Father of our Lord Fefus 
Chrift, who' hath blaſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Hea- 
+ Nom. i. 16. t Rom. H. 6. 8. 
|| Rom. iii. 29. J Rom. xt. 30, 31. 
++ Eph. i, 2. 
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venly places, in Chriſt ; according as he hath choſen us in 
him, before the foundation of the world, that aue ſhould be 
holy and without blame before him in love, having predeſti- 


rated us unto the adoption of Children by Jeſus Chrift unto #3 


hinge lf, according to the good pleaſure of his auill, to the 


praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made uur 


accepted in the Beloved in whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, according to the 
riches of his grace.* Is this the language of the Old Tel- 
tament ? Is it borrowed from the words of David and 
Aſaph ? Is it not wholly taken from the word of Chrif, 
whith we ſay is the Goſpel? Where bur in the Goſpel, 
is the eternal election, adoption, ſanctification of believers, 
and their redemption by the blood of Chriſt ſo ny 
taught and ſo fully eſtabliſhed ? Where, but in the Goſ- 
pel, is every thing done in the name of Chriſt ? And how 
often does the Apoſtle mention it, in the compaſs of theſe 
few verſes? And would it be hereſy or ſuperſtition in us 
to imitate or adopt his words in an Hymn of praiſe to our 

God and Redeemer ? If God has done ſuch wonders, 70 


the praiſe of the glory of his grace, can it be iniquity to 


celebrate them? Shall God have done ſuch wonders for 
us, the children of wrath, whoſe fathers were finners of the 
Gentiles, and ſhallany one be ſo impious, as to forbid us 
to admire, adore, and praiſe ? No. Let this be the prac- 
tice of the ungodly, who regard not the work of the Lord, 
neither conſider the operation of his hands + If the Plalmiſt 
preferred Feru/alem, the city of his God, and the place of 
his ſolemnities, before his chief joy, if he prayed, that 
his right hand might forget her cunning, and his tongue cleave 
to the roof of his mouth, if he did not remember her f what 
ſtupidity and ingratitude has ſeized us, and what doom 
awaits us, if we forget in all our ſongs of praiſe, the 
bleſſed Jeſus, | js | 
The Apoſtle of the circumciſion concus with the Apoſ- 
tle of the Gentiles, in directing us to take the principal 
ſubjects of our praiſe and gratitude to God, from the Goſpel 
of Chriſt. Writing to the Chriſtians, dwelling in the 
provinces of Aſia, who were moſt of them diſperſed Jews, 
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— . — - 
» — 
„r 


» — — 4 - 
wo — 22 Ss 
— . ”* —— — — 
— yr 
2 oe — —— — — — 2 — —— - —̃ —— 
= £ 
# * 


praiſes of him, who hath called you out of darkneſs into his 


dead to an inheritance, incorruptible, and undefiled, and that 
the power of God through faith unto jalvation. + 


-  onate prayer for the ſeven Churches of Aſia, appears not 
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he ſays: Je are à choſen generation, a reyal prieftboed, an 
holy nation, a peculiar people that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 


marvellous light.® And would theſe Chriſtians have an- 
ſwered the end of their high calling, and the purpoſe God 
had in view, when he choſe. and diſtinguiſhed them by 
ſuch knowledge and privileges, if they, in their Songs 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, had neglected that very Goſpel 
by ſharing in the knowledge and bleſſings of which, they 
were thus diſlinguiſted ? But, the Apoſtle has not only 
ſhewn them their duty, and obligations to perform ic, but 
has, as it were, dictated to them a Song of Praiſe, in 
which they ſhould addreſs the great author of their bleſſings. 
—Blefjed be the God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
'ewhich, according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again 
unto a lively hope, by the reſurrection of Chriſt Feſus from the 


fudeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for you, who are kept by 

And the beloved diſciple after pouring forth an affecti- 
to have it in his power to proceed to the particulars of 
that zevelation, which God had given to him, before he 


had erected a monument of praiſe and gratitude to the 
Great Prince of the Kings of the Earth, by whom he, and 


his fellow Chriſtians had been raiſed to the higheſt dignity An 
and hopes. Unto him that loved. us, and waſi::d us from made 
our fins, in his 0wn blood amd hath made us kings, and prinei 
priefts unto God; and bis Father 5 to him be glory, and do. —hav 
minion for ever and ever. Amen.t Not only ſo, but this ſtry w 
diſciple, ſo dearly beloved, and ſo highly honored by his theſe, 
Saviour, has given us, as it were, a copy of a Sacred An-Wneſs o 
them, in which the ranſdmed of the Lord are repreſented of thei 


as expreſſing their gratitude, and celebrating his praiſes, Wtheir p 
even in Heaven itſelf, —A4nd they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, have 7, 
thou art worthy to take the book, and open the ſeals thereof ; ly inte 
for thou waſt:flazn, and haſt-redeemed us to God by thy blood, if to thoſ 


out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, and Can w 
- haft made us unto our God, Kings and Priefls 5 And upon | 


. I Pet. 11. 9. + I Pet. "A 3 5 Rev. 1 55 7+ 
$ Rev. v. , 10. 
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the repreſentation he had of the ſealing an hundred and 
4" Bl forty-four thquiand of all the tribes of Iſrael, he ſays, 
he After this 1 beheld, and lo, a great multitude which no mas, 
11 i could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and tongues ftood be- 


ere ibe throne, and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes - 


od and palms in their bands, and cried with a loud voice, ſal ing, 
dy Salvation to our God, which fitteth upon the throne and unto 
85 Wi the Lamb.* Would you not believe, theſe were ſome of 
| BY thoſe devour men of every nation under Heaven, of whom we 


©) have an account in the Acts, who heard with ſuch amaze- , 


ly WH ment, each of them, in their own language, the wonderful 


ut works of God, from the mouths of the Apoſtles, and who, 


in in ſuch numbers, and with ſuch readineſs, believed and 
23. WY embraced the Goſpel, upon the preaching of Peter; and 


N, that they were now repeating in Heaven thoſe ſongs, 


which they had learned upon earth. —Nay, ſuch is the joy 
and gratitude, that prevails in Heaven upon the Redemp- 
tion and ſalvation of believers, that all the inhabitants of 
dae celettial regions are repreſented, as joining in- an an- 


¶ heard the voice of many Angel, round about the throne, and 
the beaſts and the elders, and the number of them was ten thou- 
and times ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands 5 Saying 


ceive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and flrength, and boner, 
and glory, and bleſſing.+ | | £2" bis 


made the Goſpel, and the great bleſſings it contains, the 


them of praiſe to the great Redeemer. —And. I beheld, and 


with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb, that was ſlain, io re- 


And have the holy Apoſiles of our Lord themſelves 


nd principal ſubje& of their praiſe, and thankſgiving to God; 


40. —have they conſtantly directed thoſe who, by their mini- 
his i try were converted to the faith, to do the ſame ; and have 


hieß theſe, upon their riſing to partake in the glory and 5 
jon. 


.n- neſs of Heaven, celebrated the grace and condeſcenhion. 


ed of their great Redeemer, as having laid the foundation of 
es, WF their preſent unſpeakable dignity and happineſs.—And 
have the Angels around the throne, who were leſs immediate- 
/ ly eres in theſe things, united heir Songs of Praiſe 
0d, to thoſe of the ranſomed of the Lord? — What ſhall we ſay ? 
nd Can we, or ſhall we reſiſt the united force of ſuch evi- 


* Rev. vii. 9, 10. I Rev. v. 11, 12. 
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dence, and ſuch examples, both in earth and Heaven ? 


Shall we, who are the miniſters of religion, merely to ſoothe 
the prejudices of our people, direct them to paſs over 
in ſilence, in their Songs of praile, to God, the principal 
ſubjects, that excited the admiration, the praiſe and grati- 
tude of theſe primitive Saints, and of the Angels of Hea- 
ven themſelves? Shall the Goſpel have no ſhare in our 
Songs of Praiſe and Gratitude to God, becauſe its light 
has ſo long ſhone upon us? Shall.the wonderful acts of our 
glorious Deliverer be forgotten, becauſe we are drawing 
fo much nearer to his ſecond and glorious appearing ? 
Are we never to addreſs a Song of Praiſe to him, who has 
made us 4ings and prieſts unto God, until we join the choir 
of Angels and ſpirits of juſt men made perfect in Heaven & 
Or can it be unwarrantable or ſinful to do that upon earth, 
which they are doing in the immediate preſence of God ? 
Are we not taught by our Lord to pray? Thy all be 
done on earth as it.is in Heaven ** And if we know and 
believe; that the Saints and Angels above are.employed in 
celebrating the praiſes of the Redeemer, how is our prac- 
tice conſiſtent with this prayer, if we are not doing the ſame 
upon eart n . y ; 

I nov proceed to confirm the truth I am endeavoring to 
eſtabliſh. | . - 

IV. From the practice of the primitive Church. 

That evangelical Pſalms and Hymns were in uſe in the 
days of the Apoſtles may be clearly inferred from that 
paſſage, where the Apoſtle gives directions to the Corin- 
thians, with reſpect to the extraordinary gifts conferred 
on them. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. The learned Grotius was of 
the opinion, that the Pſalms, of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
were extemporary Hymns, proceeding from inſpiration ; 
and that thoſe things, which formerly had been the fruit of 
human genius and labor, were then ſuggeſted ſuddenly, 
and from God, that thereby. the riches of the divine boun- 
ty might be more ſenſibly diſplayed, and underſtood. — 
If this was the caſe, as is highly probable, ſuch a 'gift, 
next to that of ſpeaking. with tongues was a glorious con- 
firmation of the truth of Chriſtianity.—To hear and ſee 
ye» all at once, celebrating the divine benefits in the 

of 
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ſublime language of poetry, and with all the graces of 
harmony, and numbers, which are uſually the effect of 
great labor and ſtudy, muſt have greatly confirmed the 
Faith of thoſe, upon whom ſuch an extraordinary gift was 
conferred, and led others to believe, that the revelation, 
whoſe light and bleſſings they were celebrating, as well as. 
the miraculous gift by which they were thus ſuddenly and 
immediately, enabled to do this, was derived from Heaven. 
But whether theſe pſalms were the effect of previous ſtudy 
and inſpiration united, or of immediate ſuggeſtion, they 
were certainly not deſigned to attach the converts to the 
Goſpel, to the religion of the Jews, and to inſpire them 
with veneration ws, re ſpect for the Pſalms of David. And 
indeed what need could there he of any extraordinary gift 
to enable or direct them to a Pſalm of David or Aſaph ? 
The deſign of conferring this gift muſt have been the ſame, 
with that of the other extraordinary gifts conferred upon 
theſe primitive Chriſtians, This was to confirm the truth 
of the Goſpel, to inſtru them in its doctrines and bleſ- 
fings, and to inſpire them with love, gratitude, and obedi- 
ence-to its great Author. This was the end for which 
the God of our Lord Jeſus Chrift gave them the ſpirit of wiſ* 
dom and revelation in the knowledge of him, and enabled them 
to exert it in this extraordinary manner. And if it had 
been his deſign to confine them to the Pſalmody of the Old 
Teſtament would he have conferred upon them his ſpirit 
to enable them to compoſe Pſalms and Hymns, entirely of 
another nature and tendency, calling their attention to the 
great Lord of David and the prophets, and enabling them, 
in ſome good meaſure, to conceive and deſcribe the hope of 
his calling and the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
Saints :* And how abſurd om, inconſiſtent 1s it to ſuppoſe a 
that the ſpirit of Chriſt, conferred in order to diſplay and | 
make known the myſtery, that had been hid from former ages 

and generations,+ would confine them, in doing this, to the 
lunguage of an obſcure and typical diſpenſation? This 

would have been to countera@ his own gracious intention, 

and to veil in ſhades" and darkneſs, that marvellous lightt 

which he meant to reveal, and diſplay, And indeed, can 


* Epb iu 17, 18. +Col. 26 41Pet.ii go 
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it be ſuppoſed, that the gratitude of theſe primitive Saints, 
inflimed by their lively ſenſe of the love of God, and 
Cheiſt, and heightened by the Holy Spirit, would have 
been confined to record the deliverances, peculiar to the 
J<wiſh people, while wonders of a far ſuperior nature, in 
which they themſelves were immediately concerned, en- 


giged their attention, and required theiracknowledgments ? 


= . 


But that we may proceed in conlidering the practice of 
the p imitive Church — . I | 
H re it is to be lamented, that we cannot be furniſhed _ 


wien all che light and evidence we could wiſh A great 
degree ol obſcurity hangs over the firſt ages. Perhaps this 


was deſigned to ſuppreis a vain cuit-lity, to conceal from 
us the eunly corrupuons introduced into Chriſtianity from 


Philoſophy and Judaiſm, and to lead us to copy more cloſely 


after its uncorrupted purity, and ſimplicity, as derived 
from our Lord, and his inſpired diſciples.— 


' * However ſome light, with reſpect to the ſubject we ar 


ſpeaking of, breaks through the darkneſs of thoſe primitive 
ages. — We find by their practice, that they had not for- 
gotten. the inſtructions and directions given them by our 


Lord and his Apoſtles. They had been taught, that 400 
men ſhould honour the Son, even as they honour the Father.* — 
And we had them giving bim this honour, in their Hymns 


and Songs of praiſe, in the midſt of Heatheniſh perſecution, 
and even when hereſy, rifing into power among themſelves, 
threatened them with poverty, banjſhment, or death. _ 

That they paid our Lord divine honour is manifeſt from 
the teſtimony of Pliny the younger. This accurate, and 
credible writer, who flouriſhed about the beginning of the 


_ ſecond century, having examined the aſſemblies of the 


Chriſtians, in order to give an account of them to the Em- 
peror Traj in, informs him, that he could learn nothing of 
their ſacraments, but that they aſſembled in the morning 
before day le fing an hymn to Chriſt; as God, and that they 
bound themſelves, nc lo commit any wicked thing, but to 


orbear committing theft, robbery, or adultery, to be true 10 
2 ry 


their word, and fricilj to perform their truſt. This teſtimony 


Jobe u 23. | 
+ This teſtimony a late writer has endeavoured to weaken 
and bring into diſrepute, by alledging that - Pliny gained his 


* 
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of Pliny, as worthy of the greateſt credit, has been quoted 
by the learned Grotius, as a proof of the truth of Chriſti- 


defences of our moſt holy Faich. The praiſes uf our Savt- 
our, therefore, muſt have had a great and leading part in 
the Pſ.:lmudy of the firſt Chriſtians, when Pliny was abie 
thus to point them out, as having a ſhare in it. If he had 


Tu 5 Yu TD TY hos 


wh 


how could. he have known, in what eſtimation the Chriſ- 
tians held our Lord, or that they paid him divine honvur, 


plain, therefore, if this teſtimony of Pliny be true, that 
the Ciriftians” of whom he writes, were not confined to 
the Pſalms of David in their ſongs of praiſe, and that they 
were not doing an unwarrantable or finful action, when 
they knew that all men ſhould hanour the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. | 

Baſnage, a very reputable writer, of the Proteſtant 
Church in France, and an exile for his religion in Holland, 


ho Yd of, Os OT bas 


2 


A in his very learned and elaborate hiſtory of the Chriſtian 
11 Church, which he wrote, principally wich a view, to ex- 
i information from perſons , who had renounced Chriſtianity „ and 
1 that they repreſented their . quondam brethren,” as worſbip- 


ping Feſus Chriſt, in order to render their worſhip more odjous 
— But did theje informers belie their brethren ? No. For 
ſays this writer, „ theſe apeſtates knew very well that the 
« Chriftians worſhipped the Son, in their prayers and praiſes, 


endeawvouring to make the Chriftians odious, when they repreſent. 
them, as binding - themſelves in a ſolemn manner, to refrain 
from all wickedneſs, and ſtricly to perform their duty? Wauld 
this make them odious to Pliny or Trajan ®o | 


Ub: vides Chriſtianos carmen Chriſto quaſi Deo dicere_/o/7- 
tos obſtrifosque inter ſe non in ſcelus aliquod, ſed ne furta, ne 
latrocinia committerent, ne fidem fallerent, ne depoſitum 
appellati abnegarent. | 


en © "Grotius de ueritate, lib. 2. ſect. 2. in notis. *. 
2 \* Fuſebius hift eccle/, —lib, 3. cap. 30. 
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anity, and by almoſt all who have written apologies or 


not been very careful to inform himielf, how would this 
account have been ſo pirticuiar and circumlianiial ? And 


but upon the beſt and moit accurate intelligence? Its 


« as well as the Father. — And bow can they be blamed as. 


Epiſtola omnibus obvia, quæ libri decimi e 97,  cujus et 
Tertullianus in apologetico meminit et Euſebius in Chronico.— 


Ow, ew 


C 
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poſe the errors and-corruptions of the Church of Rome, 
has been led to give us a very full account of the devotions 


of the primitive Chriſtians from Tertullian. This cele- 


brated father of the Chriſtian Church in Africa, flouriſhed 
about one hundred and nineiy-four years after Chriſt. In 
his time the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, were fo far from 
being connned to the Old Teitament, that they conceived 
themſelves as at full liberty in their devotions to God. 

It appears, ſays Baſnage, that neither the prayers they 
made to God, nor the Hymns which they ſung to his honor «were 
reduced to rule 5 every one drew them from the Hely Scripture, 
er from his own treaſure, according to his genius or diſpoſition. 


They ſung, for inflance, Hymns in thoje feaſts of charity and 


communion, which the Chriſtians held together in the evening 5 
It was to God they addreſſed theſe ſon ga, which every one com- 
poſed to the beff FA his ability." Tis Tertullian who teaches 
u, this, who could not fail to be well informed — The defign of 
theſe aſſemblies was to offer a kind of violence to God, by the 
concourſe of fo many prayers from the mouths and hearts of the 
Faithful — Pamelius, ak Baſnage, who has commented upon 
this paſſage of Tertulhan, ſuppoſes, auithout proof, that the 


Hymns, this Father ſpeaks of, were given out by the Apoſiles 5 * 


bur FA WE were to form a conjecture Y their real origin, it 
would be more proper to ſay, that theſe Hymns were inſpired by 
the gratitude, which thoje firſt Chriſtians felt for the divine 
benefits.*—Such was the liberty of the primitive Chriſtians 
if we believe Tertullian. 


\ 


* On etoit libre fur le choix des prieres qu on faiſoit a 


Dieu il paroit meme que ut les oraiſons, ni les Hymnes gu on 


chuntoit a fon honneut netcit point reglez 5 chacun les tiroit de 
Pecriture jarnte, ou de ſon propre fond. felon fon gente et fa dif- 
poferron. On chant, par example, des Hymnes a Dieu dans 
ces repas de charite et de communion, que les Chretiens faiſoient 
enjemble le ſcir 5 mais Cetoit a Dieu qu'on addrefſoit ces chan- 


ons que chacun farſoit de mirux qu'il pouyoit, Eft Tertullien 


que nous Papprena tt qui dewoit en etre bien inflruit 5 le but © 


de ces aſſi mblies etoit de faire une eſpece de violence a Dieu, 
par le concours de tant de prieres gut ſortoieni a meme tems de 
a bouche et du cœur de tous ies fideles. Pamelius qui à com- 


mente cet endroit de Tertul'ien pretend que les Hymnes, dont 


parle cet ancien, a voieut, eté inſtiluté par les apeſtres 3 Vil 
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14% who flouriſhed nearly at the ſame time with 
Tertullian, uſes the very expreſſions of the Apoſtle, in the 


words of our text, He exborted the people, ſays Baſnage, to | 


ftrive by their' Hymns, by their Pjalms by their Spiritual Songs, 
crying to Cod that they might obtain the victory through our 
Lord Jeſus —Has not this ancient Father, in theſe words, 


which enjoins upon Chriſtians a ſtrict and expreſs regard 
to Chriſt, in all their Songs of devotion ? What/cewer ye do 
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Feſus.— Thus 
does the great Origen not only prove, but exemplify the 
doctrine I am advancing. *- Oreo JIE IN 

Euſebius, that Father of Church Hiſtory, quotes a paſ- 
ſage from an author, whom he very much commends, which 
fully manifeſts what was the practice of the Church in the 
firſt ages. This author had undertaken to refute the hereſy 
of Artemon, who aſſerted, that our Saviour was a'mere 
man, and that this doctrine had been uniformly taught till 
the times of Zephyrinus, when the truth began to be adulte- 
rated. In anſwer to this, he obſerves, that the Sacred 


Scriptures contradict ſuch aſſertions, and then proceeds to 


mention ſome of. the moſt ancient Chriſtian writers who 
had maintained the divinity of Chriſt, And then he ſays,+ 
« Who is he that is ignorant of the books of Irenceus, Me- 


e lito, and the reſt, which declare Chriſt to be God and 
% Man ?—The Pſalms aifo and Hymns of the brethren, - 


Faut deviner pour 3 veritable origine de ces prieres, 
vaudroit mieux dire que ces Hymnes furent inſpirez par la re- 
connoiſſance, que les 3 de bienfaits de Dieu. 
Baſnage Hiſtoire de PEgliſe, liv. 18. 3 

Cbap. 2, Sect. 2, pag. oog. | 57 

l exhorte le peuple a combattre par ſes Hymnes, par ſes 


p/ſeaumes, par ſes cantiques ſpiritueles, criunt, à Ditu aſſin qu on 


puifſe obtenir la victoire par notre Seigneur Feu. 
Origen apud Baſnage Hiſt. de lERglIiſe 
iv. 18. Chap. 11, Sed, 14, pag. 1094. 
+ Irenæi ac melelonis et religuorum liess Chriftum et Deum 


et hominem confiteri quis ignorat ? Denigue quot ſunt 88 et 
cantica ab initio a fidelibus fratribus ſcripta, - que Chriſtum 
Dei verbum tanquam Deum celebrant ac laudant Po on 


Euſeb. lib. 5 Cap. 25. n * a9v 


— 


an immediate reference to the command of the Apoſtle, 
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t written.at the beginning by the faithful, do ſet forth the 


« praiſes of Chriſt the word of God and attribute divinity 
% to him.” Here we ſee, that Plalms and Hymns, were 
written very early in honor of Chriſt. And we may judge, 
how great was their antiquity, and in what high and juſt 
eſteem they were held, when they were brought to repel 
the inroads of hereſy and falſe dotrine. © 


But what evinces, beyond all poſſibility of diſpute, that 
an evangelical Pſalmody generally prevailed in the early . 


ages of the Church, is what Euſebius has recorded, B. 75 


Ch. zo, of his hiſtory. Paulus of Samoſata, being raiſed 


to the biſhopric of Antioch, revived the hereſy of Artemon. 


Being a man of great pride and haughtineſs, he aſſumed to 


himſelf great power and authority. In order to ſtop the 
progreſs of his hereſy, two councils were called.— At the 


firſt, which was very numerous, he ſo far diſguiſed or re- 


trated his opinions, as to eſcape condemnation. —But the 
ſecond, which conſiſted of ſeventy biſhops, beſides preſby- 
ters, deacons, &c. paſſed upon him a ſentence of excom- 
munication. 'The council, 1n conſequence, ſent abroad an 
Epiſtle to all the churches, repreſenting the character, and 
arbitrary proceedings of this Heretic. Syndry large ex- 
tracts from this epiſtle are exactly quoted by Euſebius — 
It is inſcribed, and directed to Dionyſius and Maximus, 
and to all their fellow miniſters over the whole world to 
the whole Catholic Church undet Heaven. It is ſubſcribed. 
by ſixteen of the principal perſons, who were preſent, in 
their own names, and in the names of all the biſhops of the 
neighbouring cities and provinces, who were with them, of 
the preſbyters, deacons, and Churches of God. This coun- 
eil was held between the years 270 and 272. Amon 
many other matters of accuſation, which they bring a ainft 


this heretic, is his aboliſhing the Pſalms which were uſually 


ſang in honor of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.- _ Herein he ated 


- agreeably to his principles. He looked upon Chrift as a 


mere creature, and would not bear that any act of. adora- 


tion ſhould be paid him.+ Here then we have the ampleſt 


_ ®. P/almos qui in gloriam Chriſti canebantur —ſuftulit. 

+. Filium Dei e ca'o deſcendifſe una nobiſcum confiteri de- 
trectat— Ch riſtum Teſum e terra «ſe dicit——[tague neceſſitate. 
coatti adverſarium Dei excommunicavimus, i 


* 


. 
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teſtimony that can be given; a whole council unanimouſly 


agreeing that Pſalms ſhould be ſung, and had been uſually 
ſung, in honor of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, and accuſing him, 
who aboliſhed them, of malicious wickedneſs and as deny- 
ing his God, Not only ſo; but they write to the whole 


like manner, would join with them, in acknuwledging the 


| jultice of the ſentence, whereby, as they expreſs themielves, 


they had excommunicated this contumacious enemy of God. 
How could they have made this a matter of ſuch high accu- 
ſation againſt him, if they had not been unanimous in the 
uſe of ſuch a Plalmody as we plead for? and if the whole 
Catholic Church had not been accuſtomed to ſuch a Plalm- 


ody, how could they have expected, that they would have 


joined with them in condemning him ? | 
Here then we ſee the firſt riſe of that ſtrenuous oppoſi- 


tion, that was made to the evangelical Pſalms and Hymns, 


that had, from the beginhing, been ſung in the Chriſtian 


Church. It aroſe from the enemies, and oppolers of our. 


Lord's divinity. They blaſphemouſly aſſerted, that the 
Lord Jeſus was a mere man, and therefore could not bear 


that every thing ſhould be done in his name, and that di- 


vine honor ſhould be paid him. Are they of the ſame fen- 
timents, who now oppoſe themſelves to the revival of evan- 
gelical Pſalms and Hymns, and would exclude, from this 
part of their worſhip, the grace and truth, which are come 


by Feſus Chriſt ?P—lt to, let them come forth, and declare 
themſelves.—oay, ye advocates of the Old Teſtament: , 


Pſalmody, what is there in the name of Jeſus, a name at 
ewhich every knee ſhould bow, that ſhould make you ſhudder 


at its admiſſion into a Pſalm or Hymn? Which of all his 


good works has deſerved ſuch treatment? Did the haughty, 
and luxurious biſhop of Agtioch, juſt mentioned, deſervedly 
degrade Chriſt from a place in the public homage, and 
Hymns of the Church ? Or will you cenſure and condemn 


the numerous and Tenerable council, that excommunicated 


him for this, as a contumacious enemy of God? If you 


condemn the heretic, let it appear not by your words, but 


by your actions too; and reſtore to him choſe divine honors 


in your Pſalms and Hymns, which, from the beginning, 
were given him by the faithful. MES BD 
But Jet us proceed, and ſee whether we can adduce any x 


Catholic Church under Heaven, as expecting that they, in 


: 
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_ farther evidence in favour of the doctrine we are :dyancing; | 
Dionyſius, biſkop of Alexandria, flouriſhed in the time, 
that the councib aboye mentioned was held. - He was the 
oracle of the age in which he lived, for wiſdom and learn- 
ing. —He wrote ſeveral books in oppoſition to ſome per- 
ſons, who had embraced and propagated erroneous opini- 
ons, reſpecting Chriſt's reign upon earth, and who produced 
a book of Nepos, another biſhop of Egypt, as favoring | 

their ſentiments. From theſe pieces of Dionyſius, Euſebius 
has made ſundry large extracts. Though this biſhop found 
himſelf obliged to write againſt Nepos, yet, with a truly 

. Chriſtian, candor, and goodneſs of heart, he ſays, Indeed 

for ſeveral other things I commend and love Nepos, for 
ce his faith, his induſtry, and ſtudy in the Scriptures, and 
« alſo for the many Pſalms. and Hymns. he compoſed, with 
% which many of the brethren are even at this time de- 

„ lighted.“ If/the Pſalmody, of the Old Teſtament had 
been, at this time; introduced" Md eſtabliſhed in the Chril- 

1 tian Church, and if it had been accounted unwarrantable 
and finful to deviate from it in our ſongs of praiſe to God, 
would this holy man have loved and commended a perſon, ? 
from whom he otherwiſe differed, for ſuch compoſitions ? 7 
Or would the brethren have been much delighted with 
that, which they eſteemed it criminal to write ? Nay, the 
learned and judicious Valeſius, who has commented largely 
upon Euſebius, ſays, that herein this biſhop acted conform- ? 
ably to the cuſtom of the Chriſtians in thoſe early times ; 
and Baſnage aſſerts, that biſhops had ſometimes the care of 
, furniſhing their flock with Hymns, and adds, that preſby- 
ters had in this reſpect the ſame right with the biſhops, and 
mentions an Hymn of Clemeas Alexandrinus, Who never 
roſe higher than the office cf a preſbyter. Nay, Baſnage 3M 
affirms, that lay-men ſometimes gompoſed Hymns.+ Such 


* Buſ. B. 7, Ch. 24. 2 „ 
I Les eweques avvient quelguefois le ſotn de donner des can- 
tiques a leur troupeau. Les pretres awoient a cet egard le meme 
droit que les eveques et on pit un des ces Hymnes compoſez par 
Clement Alexandrin, auguel Godius a donne mal a propos le 
titre de eveque, puiſgu il n'a jamais monte au deſſus de la pre- 
triſe. Enfin le laiques meme le. faiſoient - quelquefeis, puiſque | 
Zertullien vient de nous Papprendre, —Raſnage pag. 1009, 
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are the opinions and aſſertions of theſe great men, who, with 
great diligence and accuracy, as well as with the beſt op- 
portunities, have ſearched into the opinions and cuſtoms. of 
the primitive Church. -. 8 

But to return to the church at Antioch. Neither the 
pride nor arbitrary proceedings of the Biſhop, who had 
been depoſed and excommunicated, nor the zeal of the 
Arian biſhops, who ſucceeded him, were able to ſhake the 
fidelity of the orthodox Chriſtians. to their Saviour, nor to 


ſilence thoſe Hymns of praiſe and adoration, which they _ 


refolutely continued to.compoſe and ſing in his honor. 
Leontius was raiſed to the biſhopric of that city in the 
year 348. Though this biſhop. treated the orthodox with 


the cauſe of Arianiſm, which he favoured, yet the diviſion 


Toſe to ſuch an height, that they ſeparated in finging their 
Pfalms.* The orthodox, as Sezomen informs us, ſinging 


Hymns agreeable to the Nicene faith, while the Arians 


ſung ſuch as were conformable to their own ſentiments,— _ 


And when they ſung the doxology, Glory be to the Father, 
and the orthodox added, and to the Son. and Spirit, Leon- 
tius paſſed over. theſe words, and pronounced. only the 
following Hor ever and ever. This biſhop, it is true, 


- Duandoguidem Arianis etiam ecclefias occupantibus tototus 


clerus ac populus Antiochenus non penitus obſequeretur ſed in 


cætus, pro more, dum Deum Hymnis collaudabant, diftributi, 
Jub finem  Hymnorum finguli ſuam opinionem declararent, et 
alii non” patrem modo, ſed filium etiam utpote Patri . honore 
2:qualem gloria efferrent, alii Patrem in Filio efje dicerent at- 
que per hanc præ poſitionem in Filium patre inferiorem oftendere 
conarentur. Leontius ſedæ Ariane deditus tamet/i non aggre- 


deretur. cor qui Hymnis concilii Nicæni conſentientibus Deum 


laudarent, prohibere—tamen manu ad caput quod jam wvalde 
caneſcebat admota dixifſe fertur 5 hac nive liguefucta muitum 
erit luti — 1 5 
... Sozom, Hiftor. eccleſ. lib. 3. Cap. 19. TERS 
. Nam cum ( Leontius) pars et Ariane blaſphemie, ſum- 
mo fludioillum morbum celare nitebatur, quod que cerneret bifa- 
riam di viſos ſacerdotes, ac plebem, unamque partem accomodare 
glorificatione Filii conjunctionem et, alteram, praepoſitionsms 
| E 
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lenity, hoping thereby, no doubt, more effectually to ſerve 


my 


* 
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* 


was mild towards thoſe who held the Nicene faith, and did 
not proceed to extremities againſt them; but laying his 


' hand upon his head, which was then white with age, he 


aſſured them, that when that ſnow ſhould melt, they would 
ſee a great deal of dirt; meaning, that when he would be 
dead, they might nat expect ſuch mild treatment from his 
ſucceſſor.— | 5 5 
We ſee from this, that the Pſalms and Hymns of the firſt 


Chriſtians were ſo entirely evangelical, that no part of 


their worſhip more clearly diſcovered their ſentiments 
than this.—And if any perſon caſt an eye upon the creed, 
drawn up and agreed upon by the council of Nice“ he 
will quickly perceive how remote Pſalms and Hymns, 
formed upon it, would be from the language and doctrine! 
of the Old Teſtament. But why need we multiply remarks 
in ſo plain a caſe?: "EY 2 

The council of Laodicea, held about the middle of the 
fourth century, furniſhes us with a further proof, reſpecting 
the practice of the Primitive Church. The laſt canon but 


one of this council ordains, that no Pſalms, compoled by 


— 


. tholic, and Apoſtolic Church doth anathematize theſe that." a. 


per, filio, ſpiritui vero inapplicare, ipſe quidem filentia glori- 


ficationem memorabat, et tantum clauſulam, in ſæcula ſæculo- 


rum ic proferebat ut ab aſtantibus exaudiri poſſet. . 
| 1 heodoreti hift. eccleſ. lib 2. Cap. 24. 
be Nicene Creed.———Credimus in unum Deum, Ic, 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of all 
things viſible and inviſible; and in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


the Son of God, begotten of the Father, the only begotten, that 
is of the ſubſtance of the Father, God of God, and Light of 
' Light, very God of very God 5 begotten net made of the 
j ſame ſubſtance with the Father 5 by whom all things auere 
made that are in Heawven and on Earth 5 who for the ſake of us 


men, and for our ſalvation deſcended and was incarnate, and 


evas made man, and ſuffered and reſe again the third day, aſ- 


cended into the Heavens ; he ſhall come to judge the quick-and 
the dead ; We alſo believe in the Holy Ghoſt—But the Holy. Ca- 


ver that there was a time when the Son of God was not, and 
that he was not before he was begotten, and that he was made 
of nothing, or ſay that he was made of another ſubMlance or 


ef/ence, or that he is either created, or convertible or mutable. | 


er % r oe to Kt Pa B99. 


A DISCOURSE ON PSALMODY. 39 
private or ignorant perſons,* ſhould be ſung in the church- 
es. This canon the learned Valeſius in his notes upon 
Euſebius, B. 7. Ch. 24. underſtands of thoſe Hymns which 
it was uſual for the primitive Chriſtians to compoſe and 
fing in honor of Chriſt. And indeed, does not the prohi- 
bition of Hymns, compoſed by illiterate and ignorant per- 
ſons, imply a permiſſion and allowance of ſuch, as were 
compoſed by perſons of ſufficient {kill and qualifications ? 
The ſame council ordained that no books, but ſuch as were 
canonical, ſhould be read in the churches. Would any 
perſon underſtand this as a prohibition of ſuch as were ca- 
nonical? I might here mention Ephraim Sirus, who flou- 
riſhed ia this century, and whom the hiſtorians Theodoret 
and Sozomen celebrate as the ornament of the Church for 
piety and learning. His talent for poetry was ſingulary and 
the number of Hymns he compoſed and ſent abroad was 
almoſt incredible, 'Theod. lib. 4. cap. 29. Sozom. lib. 
35 cap. 135 | A+ | 

If we may believe what Baſnage relates f of the fourth 
council of Toledo in Spain, we ſhall have an evidence, 
that evangelical Pſalms and Hymns were in uſe much lon- 
ger than the fourth century. This council was held in the 
year 633. Certain Preſpyters of France and Spain were 
brought before it, for refuſing to ſing the Hymns of St. 
Hilary and St. Ambroſe, which had been in uſe in the 
Church for near three hundred years. Theſe Preſbyters 


* IftwrinoNi JA ν That this is the meaning of the ex- 
preſſion is evident from Acts iv, 13. where Peter and John are 
called agp2uwuaro Kat id\twTor, unlearned and ignorant men, 
+ Le quatrieme concile de Toledo repreſente des gens, qui re- 
fufoient de chanter les Hymnes qui portoient le nom de St. Hilaire 
et de St Ambroiſe. Ces peres uouloient que les prieres de Pegli/e 
ſe trouvaſſent dans Pecriture, et gu elles euſſent ete diftees par 
les apoftres. La pierre d' achopement de ces Pretres etoit, qu'on 
introduſoit dans Pegliſe des prieres qui ne ſe trouvoient point dans 
livres ſacrez, et qu'ils ne reſpectoient point une tradition de 
pres trois cents 'ans, car il y avoit environ ce tems la gue St. 
Hilaire et St. Ambroiſe avoient compoſc des Hymnes. Je ne 
ai ff le concile ne pechoit point autant qu'eux, par la ſewerite 
avec laquelle il ecommunia les Pretres d' Eſpagne et des Gaules 
ils ne ſoumettoient a chaunter ces Hymnes. '2 


thu 
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were of opinion that the prayers, and conſequently the 


Hymns, in public uſe ſhould be found in the ſcriptures, . 


and diftated by the Apoſtles. + This was acting conliſtent- 
ty. Prayers and praiſes being immediately addreſſed to 
God, and duties equally ſolemn, there is the ſame reaſon 
for our being reſtricted and confined to the ſcriptures in 
the one as in the other: We may obſerve too, that theſe 
preſpy ters paid an equal regard to every part of the ſerip- 
ture, whereas the zcalots for purity and orthedoxy, in our 

day, are for rejecting from their Pſalms and Hymns every 
part of the ſacred" canon, but the Pſalms of David; and 
repreſent every attempt to introduce the goſpel, into this 
part of our worſhip, as a dangerous innovation, and a cor- 
ruption of the worſhip of God. The council of Toledo 
however was otherwiſe minded. They excommunicated 


__ * thoſe Preſbyters of France and Spain, unleſs they would 


ſubmit to ſing, the above mentioned Hymns. Baſnage 18 
of opinion that theſe preſbyters carried their ſcruples roo 
far, and that the council was to blame for the ſeverity, 
with which they excommunicated them, eſpecially as t 

ſeond council of Braga, held ſome years before had for- 


bidden any poetry to be ſung in the Churches, except ſuch / 


Pſalms as were drawn from the Old and New Teſtament. 
The author laſt mentioned, in his hiſtory of the worfhip 
of images, furniſhes us with a proof, that the practice of 
compoling and ſinging hymns continued in the church for 
a ſtill longer time. Theophilus, ſon of Michael the Stam- 
merer, — to the empire, upon the death of his father a- 
bout the year 826. He was a ſtrenuous oppoſer of the 
worſhip of images. He was a prince of great piety, and 
regular in performing his devotions. He compoſed hymns, 
and ſundry other ſpiritual ſongs, which the Greek church 
preſerved for a very long time. II compoſoit des hymnes, 
et divers autres cantiques que 1Epgliſe Grecque a conſervez 
res long tems. Baſnage Hiſt, de PEgliſe liv. 23. ſect. 6. 
pag. 1378. 2 a | ets 
The. celebrated Moſheim, of whoſe induſtry, learning 
and accuracy, no perſon, acquainted with his character, as 
an hiſtorian, will diſpute, writing of the fourth century, 
fays ; In this century the Pſalms of David were introduced 


+ Hift. d'Eglife liv. g, ſid. ii. pag. 483- 
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into the Chriſtian church. What truth would there be in 
this aſſertion, if they had been introduced before it, much 
leſs if they had been introduced and eſtabliſhed by ur 
Lord or his Apoſtles, whoſe authority ſhould have the 

incipal weight with us? Could it be the meaning of 

oſheim, or of other writers, who aſſert the ſame thing 
* that the exerciſe of ſinging, had before been quite ne- 
« glected, as a late writer bas alledged ? What? was the 
Chriſtian Church or any part of it, living for three hun- 
dred years in expreſs violation of the command of the A- 


poſtle ? Did they who were by Feſus Chriſt to offer up the 


facrifice of praiſe to God continually,* all this white, never 
ſing a ſong of praiſe, reſpecting the wonders God had 
wrought for them ?— This implies ſuch a charge of diſpbe- 
dience, inſenſibility and ingratitude againſt theſe. primitive 
ſaints, as can never be admitted - And for Moſheim, or 0+ - 
ther writers, who had ſuch full evidence, that Pſalms and 
Hymns had, from the beginning, been compoſed; and. ſung 
by the faithful, to aſſert ſuch a thing, would have been the _ 
moſt deliberate and palpable falſehood.— A falſehooe of 
which no perſon, who is not groſſly ignorant of the primi- 
tive practice of the Church, or willfully prepoſſeſied againſt 
the truth, can be guilty. —No perſon who regards his char- 
ater, for candqur and veracity, would aſſert ſuch a matter 
in oppoſition. to the concurring teſtimony of all antiquity, 
reproachful to the zeal and devotion of the firſt Chriſtians, 
and reſpecting which, his ignorance or prevarication could. 
be ſo- eafily detected. Could any perſon more effeQually 
ſerve the cauſe of that ſet, who have baniſhed all ſinging, 
all melody and harmony of the voice from. their public wor- 
ſhip, than by aſſerting, that the exerciſe of ſinging had for 
the firſt three hundred years been quite neglected by the 
Church. of Chriſt — And what a want of candour and cha- 
rity does a Certain writer manifeſt, who chooſes rather to 
brand the Church of Chriſt, with the charge of ſuch a groſs _- 


omiſſion of duty and ſuch a downright violation of àn a- 


poetic: precept, than honeſtly e that ſhe had 
een, as all antiquity -teſtifies, in the practice of praiſin 


ber God and Redeemer, in materials drawn from the wor 
of Chriſt? 85 


C He, xiii, I5. "+. 3 
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Thus have we proved, I conceive, with ſufficient evi- 


dence, that an evangelical Pſalmody prevailed for the three 
firſt centuries, and that it continued in uſe, in ſome parts 
of the Church at leaſt, till after the beginning of the ſeventh, 
and even of the ninth century. Ir is obfervable too, that 
they who practiſed and defended it, were neither heretics 
nor ſchiſmatics, but men ch frowe together for the fuitb of 
be Goſpel. And even they who were more ſcrupulous with 


reſpect to the materials, of which their Pſalms and Hymns: 


ſhould be compoſed, had no notion of excluding the New 
Teſtament from having any ſhare in their Songs of Praiſe. 
Nor can they be charged with a deſign or deſire of cor- 


rupting the worſhip of God, ar of introducing ſuperſtition, 


error, or falſe objects of devotion... So far were they from 
that, that they were for taking the materials of their ſacred” 
Songs from the holy Scriptures. Nay, the learned and la- 
borious Baſnage abundantly proves, in oppoſition to the 
corrupt ions and errors of the Church of Rome, that not- 
withſtanding the liberty, which the primitive Chriſtians 
enjoyed in their Pſalms and Prayers, not ſo much as one of 
them was addreſſed to a Saint, or Angel, or to any other but 
God or Chriſt. n | EEO | 
What evil conſequence then aroſe from an evangelical 
Pſalmody, when it continued in uſe for ſo many centuries, 


that ſome perſons in our day are ſo much alarmed and afraid 
left it be revived and introduced? Can it be evil or dan- 
en to ſhew forth the praiſe of the glory of his grace, wha. 


ath made us accepted in the beloved,®* or to ſing of his un- 


paralſeled loving kindneſs, auho though he wvas rich yet be- 


rame poor for our ſakes p , _ | | 
Nay, the danger of the Church arofe from the difuſe of 
the Hymns we plead for. Arianiſm reigned in the fourth 
century.—lt had fuch influence in the general councils and 
in the courts of Emperors, that it baniſhed and depoſed 
many of the orthodox, and poſſeſſed itſelf of their Churches. 
No wonder then, if its votaries, riſen into power, and zea- 
lous for the propagation of their own opinions, bent their 
whole force to exclude a Pſalmody, which, if it had pre- 
vailed, would have effectually prevented the reception, and 
progreſs of their pernicious tenets. And if they had influ- 


# Eph. 5, 6, Þ+ 2 Cor, ii. 9. — 
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ence ſufficient to ſilence and baniſh the teachers and profei- 
fors of orthodoxy, we need not be ſurpriſed to find, that 
they ſhould have influence ſufficient, gradually to ſilence 
and aboliſh thoſe Hymns, in which divine honours were 
paid to Jeſus Chriſt, which they looked upon as idolatrous 
and impious. Yet we ſee, that with all the power and in- 
fluence, theſe heretics poſſeſſed, theſe Hymns continued in 
uſe in ſome parts of the Church of Chriſt for whole centu- 
ries after their blaſphemous opinions took their riſe, 

If then the Pſalms of David were conſtantly in uſe in the 
Chriſtian Church from the days of the Apoſtles; how comes 
it to paſs, that we hear nothing of them for the three firſt 
centuries? If the Apoſtles had reſtricted their converts to 
the uſe of them, how comes Tertullian to repreſent Chriſ- 
tians, in his day, as enjoying ſo full and entire a liberty? 
How could Pliny affirm that Chriſtians ſung Hymns to 
Chriſt, whom they worſhipped as God? And another aſſert 
that Pſalms and Hymns, ſetting forth the praiſes of Chriſt, 
and attributing divinity to him, had been written, at the 
beginning, by the faithful ? How could a numerous and 
reſpectable council have aſſerted, that Hymns in honor of © | ll 
Chriſt had been in uſe, and condemned Paulus Samoſatenſs 
for aboliſhing them, if none ſuch. had been compoſed and 
ſung? If the Apoſtles had introduced and eſtabliſhed the 
Platms of David, why did not the Arians improve this as 
an argument for ſuppreſſing the Pſalms and Hymns of their 
adverſaries? Why did they not repreſent their practice, as 
an unwarrantable and unſcriptural innovation? Why did 
they not repreſent them as ſetting aſide a whole book of 
cannonical Scripture, becauſe they refuſed to confine them- 
ſelves to it in the praiſes of God? 

There is not then, I will venture to aſſert, any practice 
of the Church of Chriſt, that appears more truly primitive 
and Apoſtolical, than that of ſinging Pſalms and Hymns 
drawn from the Goſpel. - Nothing to a candid and unpre- 
judiced mind, fincerely difpoſed to know, embrace, and 
believe the truth, can be more full and expreſs to this pur- 
poſe, than the command and injunQion of the Apoſtle, in 
the words of our text. He begins, and ends it with Chriſt. 
He leads you to the word of Chrift, as the ſweet and copi- 
cus fountain, from which the vein of your ſacred poetry 
mould be ſupplied, —He points you to the name of the Lord 
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|: ken to us by his Son? We have already ſhewn, that the 
| Jews were not confined to the Palms of David, and where 
{ 3s the propriety of Chriſtians being confined to them 


— 2 


to God and to Chriſt, whether in behalf of themſelves or 
others, centre in the bleſſings, and grace of the Goſpel. 


manifeſts, in what ſenſe they underſtood the precept of the 


_ referring us to the word of Chriſt, as the ground and foun- 


in werd of deed in his naue? But, ſay our adverſaries, by 


tion done, or directed to be done, in the name of the Lord 


of Praiſe to God? Are nat the praiſes, and thankſgivings 


az the Palms of David; or are they not his word, in a 


# - - Pſalms of David, they are ſo well ſuited to the caſe of eve- 


1 
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Jeſus, as what would give a grace and beauty to every 
line, apd make it 3 as the harmony of Heaven, 
to every true believer's ear. He points you to it, as the 
precious and fragrant inceoſe, that can make your praiſes | 
and thankſgiving an acceptable ſacrifice to God. The 
whole e the Apoſtles correſponds with, and ex- 
empliſies the precept. All their praiſes and thank ſgivings 


And the practice of the firſt Chriftians clearly proves and 


Apofle, how fully they obeyed it, and the lively ſenſe 
they had of the dignity, the glory, and the grace of their 
Wbat then can be ſaid in oppoſition to the precept and 
ij unction of the Apoſtle, which is ſo direct and expreſs, in 


dation of our Pſalmody, and in requiring us 2 de every thing 


the word of Chriſt, the Apoſtle means the Pialms of David. 
We have already ſhewn, that this could not be his meaning, 
The very words ſhew that it was not. And where in the 
whole compals of the Book of Pſalms, is any act of devo- 


Jeſus? But granting, that the Pſalms of David are, in a 
remote ſenſe, the word of Chriſt, as being written under 
the impulſe and direction of his ſpirit.. Are the writings: 
of the New Teſtament no part of the word of Chriſt, that 
you would baniſh them from having any part in your Songs 


of our Lord, and his Apoſtles, as much the word of Chriſt, 


much more proper and immediate ſenſe? Is that no part of 
the-word of Chriſt, which God hath, in theſe laſt days, ſpo- 


But ſay you, ſuch is the excellence and perſection of the 


ry. Chriſtian, and they give ſuch clear diſcoveries of the 
oſpel, that it would be arrogance and preſumption to de- 


viate from them or to pretend io add any thing to the light 
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and advantages that may be derived from them. If this 
be ſo, why did God raiſe ap ſo many. prophets after David, 
ſome of them far -out-ſhining him for goſpel- light and diſ- 
coveries, and why did he after all eat to ws by his own 
Son — Or was there no need, that he ſhould appear as 
our teacher ? | pre rae wal | 

If the writings of David wete ſo excellent and complete, 
then the whole of the Old Teſtament, taken together, 
muſt be, if poſſible, ſtil more ſo.— The evangeliſts then, 
having been Jews themſelves, and writing under the di- 
rection and influences of the ſpirit of God, muft have been 
fully ſenſible of the united advantages, which they enjoyed 
under the teachings and diſcoveries of David and the pro- 
phets, —Let their judgment then, in this matter, be deci- 
live. Matthewiv. Ch. 16, ſpeaking ef the Jews themſelves, 
upon the coming of Chriſt, ſays, Ihe people, which ſat in 
darkneſs, ſaw a great light, and to them, which ſat in the re. 


gion of the ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up. — And uke. 


Ch. 1. 78, 79, repreſents Zacharias, who was a prieſt, and 
therefore was fully ſenfible of all the former advantages his 
nation enjoyed, as ſaying, The day ſpring 2 on high hath 
viſited us, to give light to them that ſat in darkneſs and in the 
ſhadow of death. — The Apoſtle Paul enjoyed all the privi- 
leges and advantages of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, in a de, 
gree equal to any other, and yet all theſe be counted lojs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus his Lord. And 
the Apoſtle of the circumeifion himſelf, writing to the Jews 
of the diſperfion, who were converted to the faith of the 
(Goſpel, repreſents them as raiſed to their prefent dignity. 
and e that They might ſbew forth the praiſes of Him, 
ewho had called them out of darkneſs into bis marvellous light.+ 
It could not ſurely be the deſign of the Apoſtle to conan 
them, in the praiſes of God, to the obſcure, typical and fi- 
urative language of that diſpenſation, from which they had 
en ſo happily delivered. Or how could they praiſe God 
for events, which had been accompliſhed in their own per- 
ſong, in the language of thoſe who only ſaw theſe events 
afar off? Could it be the deſign of the Apoſtle, that in 
praiſing God for the light, into which they had been'trand- 
lated, they ſhould have recourſe to that darkneſs, from 


*'s Phil, ji. 8. 
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which they had been delivered ?—We' ſhould take; heed, 


leſt being led by an intemperate zeal to ſerve our own 
ſchemes and purpoſes, we be found falſe witneſſes for God, 
and left, by magnifying the light and advantages of the 
Old Teſtament, we be induced ourſelves, or betray others 
into the commiſſion of an awful fin, by thinking or ſpeak- 
ing too meanly of the tranſcendent grace of God in ſpealin 
40 us by his Sen ; thinking and ſpeaking as if all the diſco- 
veries he had made, were ſuperſeded, or even excelled by 
the Ne and teachers of former ages. For why ſhould 
the New Teſtament be wholly degraded from bearing any 
part in the moſt agreeable, the moſt devout, and elevated 
oe of our public worſhip, if the words of David and A- 
aph are not preferred before it? 0 
But we are told, that the ſcripture Songs are the only 
forms of Pſalmody, which ought to be vſed in the public 
and ſolemn worſhip of the Church of Chriſt, and that to 
che end of time,— 
This is a very ſolemn aſſertion, but it 18 not to be adds 
ted without proof. We would ſuppoſe to warrant and 
eſtabliſh ſuch an aſſertion ſome plain and expreſs prohibi- 
tion of any other Pſalmody would have been produced from 
the Prophets, the Apoſtles, or cur Lord. Nothing leſs than 
this, can warrant our omiſſion, in our ſongs of praiſe, of 
thoſe wonders, which the Goſpel exhibits to cur view.— 
We have already ſeen that this is far from being the caſe, 
But let us conficer the arguments brought in proof of the 
above mentioned aſſertion. David ſent his compoſitions,” a 
ſays our author, to the chief muſician, they were uſed in 
the public praiſes of the temple, and we have the divinely 
recorded and approved example of the Old Teſtament 
Church for their uſe.” And is nothing to be admitted into 
our public worſhip but what we have the divinely recorded 
and approved example of the Old Teſtament Church for? 
If ſo, then we ſhall violate the expreſs command of the 


Apoſtle, enjoining «s to give thanks always for all things | 


anto God and the Father, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Eph. v. 20. Here, you ſee, ws are'to give thanks always, 


and therefore more eſpecially in our Pſalms and Hymns, 


which are chiefly to be employed in praiſe and thankſgiv- 
ing. We are to give thanks for. all things, and therefore 
more eſpecially for the grace end truth, that come to us . 


1 
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d, Jeſus Chrift. We are to give thanks unto God and the Father, 
n as a diſtintt perſon of the glorious and bleſſed Trinity, and 
d, we are to offer up by Jeſus Chriſt the ſacrifice of praiſe conti- 
1C nually. Heb. xiii. 15. With this precept of the Apoſtle, 
rs in our ſongs of praiſe in all its parts, it is impoſſible for us 
8 to comply, while we are reſtricted to the Plalmody of the 
1 Old Teſtament. It was an equally approved and edifying 
o- practice of the Jews to read Moſes. and the Prophets in the 
Yy temple and ſynagogues. Acts xiil. 27, xv. 21. Will it 
Id follow from thence, that no other ſcriptures are to be pub... 
V4 licly read in the Churches of Chriſt? Or was not the 
ed Apoſtle Paul guilty of great preſumption, when he ſays, 
K (Col: iv. 16,) hen this epiſtle is read amongſt you, cauſe 
" that it be read alſo in the Church of the Lacdiceans, and that 
ly ye likewiſe read the epiſtle from Laodicea. If we are to read 
5 or ſing nothing, but what is authoriſed by the example of 
the Old Teſtament Church, we ſhall, to uſe the phraſe of 
our author, Judaize indeed, | Sh Ter 
We have the example and authority of the Old Teſta. 
ment Church for the uſe of organs, timbrels, harps, and 
other muſical inftraments in the public ſervice of God.— 
David, in particular, carried the improvement of vocal 
and inftromental muſic to an height before or ſince” un- 
known.—We have reaſon to believe, that he was led to 
this by a ſincere and unaffefted:piety to God, and by the 
influence he experienced it to have in raiſing and anima-- 
ting his devotion.—He found it to be a proper mean of 
fixing his attention, and warming his affections; and 
eſteemed it a juſt teſtimony of his unſpeakable regard 
and veneration for the great object of his worſhip, and of 
Joy and delight in his © vic ee then, is a practice, 
authoriſed by the example of the Old Teſtament Church, 
and often inculcated by its divinely inſpired penman.— 
Why then, are they, who are ſuch zealous advccates for 
the practices and uſages of the Chureh of the Old Teſta- 
ment, oppoſed to the harmony of tae voice in inging, and 
utterly averſe to the introduction of inſtrumental mviic into 
public worſhip ?—Why are they ſo much attached to the 
Pſalms of David, and yet ſo wholly oppoſed to the means, 
which that holy man uſed to manifeſt, and increaſe his 
devotion ?—Will true piety ſatisfy 4tſelf with ſerving _ 
God in a careleſs manner, not regarding, if the work be 
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ſervice of the temple? Do they not in many places ſignify e 
joy, that ariſes to believers from the ſacrifice of Chrift ? le 


Sa they not declare that Chriſt was not yet come? By rao! 
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4 b A done, in what a ſlovenly and ungraceful manner it be. II 
= performed. | in. 
; [4 But any arguments will ſuffice to ſet aſide a practiee ch. 
= againſt which we are prejudiced, or makes not for our rie 
8 purpoſe. Inftrumental muſic, ſays our author, «© was WM Wi 
=. _ uſed in the ſervice of the temple, it ſignified the joy and | 
=_ triumph that ariſe to believers from the ſacrifice of the Lord MW 2; 
| Jeſus Chriſt; in a word, the practice of inſtrumental muſie me! 
=_— - declared, that Chriſt was not yet come, and therefore muſt ran 
=. now be, utterly unwarrantable.”” Beſides, the judgment of W 2 © 
| . Plato is againſt it, for ſays he, that it is an unmeaning Pes 
= thing.” — But were not the Pſalms of David uſed in the not 


the ſame mode of reaſoning, then, is not the 8 of Wan 
ſinging them wholly unwarrantable ?—Strapge ! David's XV. 
Pſalms being uſed << in the public praiſes of the temple,?? pr. 
is an argument for their continuing in uſe to the end of WW %. 
time. And inſtromental muſic being © uſed in the ſervice 2 

Ht 


of the temple,” is an argument for its being wholly abo- 

__. liſhed. But inſtrumental muſic was in uſe long before the pow, 
_ tabernacle or temple were erefted. It had no ſpecial he 
reference to either. It bad no typical ſignification, that 1 e 


enn conceire. It aroſe from the natural love which man- be h 
kind have for harmony, and their diſpoſition to employ harp 
it. in raiſing or ſoothing their affections. David cultivated 1 H 
it, as well when he was a ſhepherd, as when he was raiſed by ja 

to the throne of Iſrael. The argument, therefore, for its ed a 
being aboliſhed, drawn from its being of typical fignifica- WW Hon 
tion or ceremonial inſtitution, is without all ground. | unde 
David no where reſtricts us to bis words, Je often en- cure 


joins, and exhorts us to the uſe of his inſtruments of muſic. Ven 
He no doubt expected, and defired that the ardour of our 
devotion, and our regard to God, and our joy, and delight Come 
in his ſervice, would lead us to teſtify them, as far as we 
had an opportunity, in the ſame manner he himſelf did,“ 


Dr. Herne, an author, fir whom the feceding brethren happy 
Bae ſuch an high eſteem, that they have promoted an Ameri: 
can edition of his Commentary on the Book of Pjalms, writing mg fi 
on Pſalm cl. 3, 4, 5, ſays 5 It is impoſſible for us to din. 
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I mention not theſe things, from any eagerneſs to introduce 
intrumeatal muſt into the public worthip of the Chriſtian 
church; bat to ſhew into what inconſitencies-men are hur- 
ried by prejudice and attachment to the intereſt of a party. 


When David's example and authority are to our purpoſe, 


guiſb and deſeribe the ſe veral forts of muſical inflruments here 
mentioned, as the Hebrews themſelves acknowledge their igno- 
raace in this particular. Thus much is clear, that the people 
of God are e joined to uſe all the various kinds of them; in the 
performance of their divine ſervices, —And why ſhould they 
not be fo uſed under the Geſpel? We read of ſacred” muſir Se- 

are the law, in toe inſtance of Miriam, the propheteſs, the 


/itzr of Aaron, who," ta celebrate the deliverance from Pha- 


raob and the Egyptians, ** took a timbrel in her hand, and the 
women went out after her, with timbrels and dances.” Exed, 
xv. 20. The cuſtom, yd ce was not introduced by the law, 
nar aboliſbed withiat. ell regulated mujic, if ever it Bad 
the power. of calming the paſſions, if ever it enliuened and tx- "\. 
alted the aſfections of men in the worſhip of God, (purpoſes for 
which it avas formerly employed ), doubtleſs has ſtill the ſame 
power, and can ſtill afford the ſame aids to devotion. When 
the beloved diſciple was, in ſpirit admitted into the celeftial - 
choir, be nut only heard them finging hymns of praiſe, but 
be heard likewiſe" the waice of harpers harping upon their. © 
harps.” Aud why that, which Saints are repreſented as ding 
in Heaven, ſhould nat be done, according to their ſtill and ability 
by ſaints upon earth 5. or why inſtrumental muſic ſhould be aboliſp- 
ed as a legal ceremony, and vocal muſic, which was as much ſo, 
ſhould be retained, no good reaſon can be aſſigned. Sacred muſic, 
under proper regulations, removes the hindrances of our devotion, 
cures the diſtractious of our thoughts, and banijhes wearine/s - © 


from our minds. It * to the public ſervice, raiſes 


all the devout paſſions in the 1 „ and cauſes our duty to be- 
come our delight. * Of toe pleaſures of Heaven,” ſays the elo- 
quent and elegant biſhop Atterbury, © nothing further is revealed 
to us, than that'they conſift in the practice of holy mufic and holy 
love 5 the joint enjoyment of which, aue are told, is to be the 
happy lot of pious fouls, to endleſs ages.” It may be added, that 
there is no better way of combatting the miſchievous e fecs flow- 
ing fram the abuſe of muſic, than by applying it to it trut and 


* 


* 
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the whole Goſpel Revelation muſt give way to his compy- 
tions. But when they correſpond not with the ſentiments 
of the party, whoſe prejudices we eſpouſe and Yindicate, 
then the authority) of Plato, an heathen philoſopher, is 
. ſufficient to render his uſe of inſtrumental. muſic ridiculous, 
and ſer it aſide, as unmeaning and inſignifcant. If any of 
our author's oppoſers had treated the character, and-prac- 
tice of David, nay, I may ſay, the inſtitation of God him- 
_ felf, with ſuch indecent freedom, he would not have 9 
pled to charge him with profaneneſs, or deiſm. | 

But let us proceed to confider ſome other Mics of 


© ., our-author....-:In order to ſhew that we ſuffer. nothing by 


Io leaving out the Goſpel in our Pfalmody, he ſays (page 4 © 47] 


I . Though the Old Teſtament Scriptures. taken by the 


ſelves, may well be ſaid to be far more obſcure than thoſe 
of the New; yet through the abundant light reflected 
«« upon the Old Teſtament from the New, we may now 
e diſcern the - Goſpel of Chriſt as clearly and as plainly in 
s the one as in the other.“ The fair concluſion from this 


3 propoſition, ſuppoſing it true, will eſtabliſh the very doc- 


trine, which our author ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſes. It will 
prove, that if we would fee the Goſpel clearly and plainly 
in the Old Teſtament, we muſt apply to it, and join with 
it, the light of the New Teſtament... For, to uſe the illuſ⸗ 
tration of our author, the diſcerning other objects by the 
light of the ſun, is no argument for excluding that light, 
but a powerful reaſon for its being admitted. The moon, 


taken by herſelf, is far more obſcure than the ſun, yet by 


the abundant light, reflected upon her by the ſun, we may 
ſer her full as clearly as the ſun itſelf. Would our author, 
therefore, defer the proſecution of his ſtudies, or a journey 


in the day time, in order to enjoy the mild reflected light 


of that Heavenly luminary ? The moon, indeed, is beauti- 


ful and reſplendent, even with her borrowed light, and to 


our view, hides. or obſcures many. of the {Fmorer fears, but 


proper 7 77 the evorſhippers of Bak; Jain iu a tou fo ial 


e the praijes.of their idol, the ſervants of Jehovah jhould 


drown it, by one that is ſtronger and more powerful, in praiſ 
of him who made e 5 Earth. Fibe men ef the world 

rejoice in the obe of thets La arid let ny CAUGHT of 
Zion be Jarka! in hel King.“ | 
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fades," and loſes her luſtre, when the ſun is above our hori- 
Zan. Who ſees not, in this, a joſt iluſtration of the com- 

arative-excellence of the Old and New Teſtament. Fhe 


greg: Apaſtle of the Gentiles; who lived undet both diſpen- 1 


ations, had juſter vie ys of their comparative clearnefs than 
we can pretend to; And he, ſpeaking expreſsly to this 
point, ſays, (2 Cor. iii: 10) Even that which was made 
zlorious, had no glory in this reſpec, by reaſon of the glory that 
excelleth.”_ And when, even in the judgment of an inſpired 
Apoſtle, this was the caſe, would any reaſonable and un- 


prejudiced perfor. chooſe” rather to be guided, and anima: 


ted, in his acts of devotion, by the former than the latter? 
Would he chooſe rather to walk in an obſcure and imper- 
fect light, reflected from Miſet aud the prophets, than in the 
bright and cheering rays of he Sun of righteouſneſs? The 
man would diſcover a ſtrange and fanciful humour, who 
would make choice of the light of a'candle or a taper, in 
the proſecution of his labors or ſtudies, in preference to the 
We af perfect day. E SY INES,” 8 on 
But the propoſition is not true. We do not ſee the Gol- 
pel as clearly, and” as plainly in the Old Teſtament 2s in 
the New, even with all the light, that is caſt upon the one 
by the other. Accarding to the Apoſtle's repreſentation, * 
juſt now mentioned, the glory of the ane is loſt, and ſwal- 
lawed up in the other. Was there ever a prophecy as fall, 
and as clear as its accompliſhment ? Can any light, caſt 


upon a ſhadow, make it equal to the ſubſtance? Can dark- * 
neſs and abſcurity be'equally> bright: with the light that 


diſpels. them? But what is the Goſpel? Do the ſermons 
and parables of our Saviour conſtitute no part of it? And 
do vou read hem in the Old Teſtament? Some general 
out-lines of his character are drawn by the prophets. But 
does this dg us As juſt an idea of him, as a clear and diſ- 
tin& exhibition af the facts, upon which this character is 
founded ? Chey certainly among whom be dwelt, who Jaw ' 
bis glory, and ta whom it was maniſeſted in all its luſtre. 
could give us much more lively repreſentations of it, chan 
they who! only ſaw it afar of in the light of prophecy.— 
Take his fingle conference with Nicodemus, try whether 
any part of the Old Teſtament reflects clearly; and plainly, 
the Goſpel light and diſcoveries, that are made there in the 
campals. of a few verſs. Bo 2 


- 2 ** expreſs the praiſes of the glory of God.” This part of 


= l | 


52 A DISCOURSE ON PSALMODY: , - 
Our Author had conſidered the whole of the Old Teſta. 
ment, as exhibiting the Goſpel of Chriſt, by the aid of the 
New Teſtament, as clearly and plainly as the Goſpel itſelf, 
But this did not anſwer his pufpoſe, He muſt be able to 
find this light refleQed from the Bock of the Plalms alone, 
_ otherwiſe he will be obliged, in order to complete his Pſal- 
mody, to call in the aid of the other prephets. _ He-there- 
fore changes his object. He fixes hig eye upon the Pſalms 
cf David. He ſees all the rays of the Goſpel centering 
there. —He fees, what no man ever before ſaw, a reflected 
light, brighter and more gloricus than the luminops body 
itſelf. Let us hear his own words (Page 47), We -main- 
„ tain that the Pialms are calculated in the beſt manner, to 
*« expreſs the-praiſes of the glory of God as ſhining in the 
« face of jeius Chriſt, even, under the Ney Teſtament 
lip 8 
Our Author has not told us, on what ground, he and his 
brethren, in whoſe name 1 ſuppoſe he writes, maintain this 
propc ſu ion. But I conceive it to be one, that no perſon, 
who believes. the Goſpel, ever maintained before them. Let 
us confider it particularly. The Pſalms are calculated to 


the propoſition is not denied. But that they are beſt cal» 
culated to expreſs the praiſe of his glory, may admit of a 
doubt. The Song of Moſes, and many ſublime paſſages in 
Iſaiah and the other prophets, may, perhaps, be equal to 
any part of the Pſalms of David. But our Author proceeds. 
% The Pſalms of David are beſt, calculated to expreſs the 
6 praiſes of the glory of God, as ſhining in the face of Je- 
1 ſus Chriſt.” If our Author had ſtopped here, we might 
ain have called in queſticn the truth of bis propoſition. 
For I think, he himſeif will confeſs, that Iſaiah has given 
us much clearer and plainer diſeoveries of Chriſt, and con- 
ſequenily of the glory of God as ſhining in him, than even 
David himſelf has done. On this atecont, he has often 
been juſtly ſtiſed, the evangelical prophet. But cur Av- 
" thor's quarrel is not with the Old Teſtament. No part of 
it ſtands. in competition with his favorite Pſalm Bac . His 
deſigu is againſt the Goſpel itſelf. The light of its glory 
is to be caſt into ſhades, that the faint and obſcure light, 
upon which he has fixed his regard and attention, may ap- 
pear; and therefore he has repreſented “ the Pſalms as beſt 


— 
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calculated to expreſs the praiſes of the glory of God, as 
„ ſhining in the face of Jefus Chriſt, even under the Neem 
«Teſtament dupentios? ð Q nn 5 ooo 
Since our author has given us no reaſons in ſupport of 
his propofition,. I will endeavor to try the force of reaſon, + 
and Goſpel light againſt it, I ſhall endeavor to proceed 
upon the ſureſt grounds, and by the eaſteſt ſteps, —And, 
I. Our Lord was the brightneſs of his Father's glory and 
the expreſs image of his perſon, (Heb. i. 3.) He war in the 
form of God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with God. 
(Phil. ii. 6.) He avas the image of the invifible God, (Col. 


LIC EEE 0 8 be 
2. In conſequence, therefore, of this intimate union, and 


participation of the ſame nature» and perſections, when 

Chriſt manifeſts i, own glary, he may be ſaid alſo to a- 

ni feſi the glory of the Father. Hence, he appeals to his 

works, as giving the Jews ſufficient 8 to believe, that 

the Father was in bim, and be in the Father. And when 

Philip ſaid to him, John xiv. 8, Shew ws the Father; He 

ſays to him, Have I been jo long with you, and yet haſt thou" 

not known me, Philip l. that hath ſeen me, hath jeen the © 

aA $3 ita | „ 5 {2 22 
3. They, who had the beſt opportunities of contempla- 

ting our Lord's character and actions, and whom he admit- 

in ted to the moſt intimate and endearing fellowſhip with 

; himſelf, had the beſt advantages, for conceiving, and were 

p moſt capable of declaring,. his glory, and, conſequently, 

& the glory of the Father, as ſhining in him. Who in any 

former age enjoyed, in this reſpe&, equal advantages with -_ 

thoſe, abo awere eye-witnefſes and miniſters of the word; ® 


bo could fa, (John i. 14.) The word was made feſo and 


1 dwelt among us, and aue beheld his glory, the glory as of the. il 
1 only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. It was 

4 certainly our Lord's deſign in manifeſting forth his glory to bis 

** diſciplet, that they ſhould ſee it, and be able to declare it. 

ny The opportunities, which the Baptiſt had of 1 

# with our Lord were ſmall, compared with thoſe of his diſ- 

1 eiples; and yet he repreſents him, as ſuperior to any pro- 

| het of former generations. He had a confiderable infight 

N into Goſpel myſteries, gave an immediate and expreſs teſ- 
re. . 4 F 


eng 
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tdtimony to the dignity and miſſion of the Meſſiah, and was 
rtremarkably ſucceſsful in opening the dawn of the Sun of 
my rig hreouſne/5.. If then on theſe accounts our Lord declared 

1 him 4 be à prophet, and mere than 'a prophet,” Mat. xi. 9, 


what ſhall we think of thoſe, who were ſo long the conſtant 
companions of bis own labors and miniſtry, who walked 
in the light of his bright and ſhining example, heard his 


8 Kvely inftruQive diſcourſes; to whom he unboſomed him- 
ſelf with all the intimacy of the moſt endearing and perfect 


friendſhip, whom he furniſhed and inſtructed to be lights 
of the world, and teachers of his Church for all ſucceeding 
ages, and choſe to be, next to himſelf, cke founders of his 
kingdom ?—If they were not more capable of expreſſin 
the praiſes of the glory of God, as ſhining in U es 


| N 2 Jeſus Chriit, than all the prophet? nad rigbetous men, who li- 


ved before them; they beheld the luſtre of his miracles and 


example to little purpoſe, nor could our Lord, with any 


: PIETY. have pronounced their eyes and ears bleſſed. 
| e Hh T5 1 | | 


atth. xiii. 16. 


Theſe, I conceive, are ſtrong and juſt concluſions founded 
in ſeripture and reaſon. But let us attend tö the true and? 
infallible teſtimony of our Lord himſelf. We ſhall find 


him magnifying the meaneſt miniſter of his Goſpel, not only 


. above David, and the prophets, but even above the Baptiſt 


himſelf, his own immediate forerunner. Matt. xi. 11, Ve- 


iy, Lay unto you, among them that gre born of women, there 


£ Bach nat ariſen a greater than John the Baptiſt, notauiihſtand- 
. be that is leaſt in the kingdom 


Heaven, is greater than 


Be. That is, fays Mr, Doderidge, « My miniſters and peo- 


e ple in general, ſhall receive ſuperior ſupplies of the Spirit, 


& and know many important truths relating to my Goſpel, 


Which have not been revealed to John himſelf.” The 


pious, learned, and jaſtly celebrated Witfius cannot be rea- 


ſonably ſuſpeRed of derogating too much from the light 
and advantages of the Old Teſtament diſpenſation: In ſe- 
veral iallances, I conceive, he allows: them to have deen 
greater than they really were. Let us, then hear what he 
tays upon this paſſage. After having diſapproved and re- 


jected a ſenſe; in which ſome underſtand the words, he ſays, 


B. 4, Chap, 13, SER. 26, They, come-nearer our Lord's 


«« meaning, who by the leaſt in the kingdom of Heaven, 


think is intended the leaſt miniſter in the Chriſtian Churchs | 
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«« who is intruſted to preach the Goſpel in its perfect ſtate. 

«« He is compared to John, not in reſpe& of knowledge, 

% holineſs, and gifts of the like nature; but in reſpect ß 

6 his miniſtry, as John himſelf was compared to his prede- 

t ceſſors, the prophets. For John was greater than all of 

<< them, becauſe he was the immediate harbinger and-bride- 

«© man of the Meſſiah; and pointed him out with the fin- 

„ ger as preſent, or come. Again any preacher of the 

2 Golpel is greater than John, in that reſpect, who declares 
„ Chriſt; not only born, but alſo dead and riſen, and aſ-— 
«< cended to Heaven, and as fitting at the right hand of 
„God, and as having happily erected the kingdom of li- 
„ berty. The compariſon therefore, is not ſo much of 
«« perſons in their abſolute qualities, as of their miniſtry.— 
* Ehe miniſtry of Moſes, and the other prophets, may not 
„ jimproperly be compared to the night, diſtinguiſned by i 
% many prophecies concerning Chriſt, as ſo many interlu-ů 
«© cent conſtellations., The miniſtry of John to the daun, 
„ when, the ſun not being yet riſen, yet drawing near the 
horizon, the heavens brighten with ſome light; but the 15 
«« Goſpel to the perſect day, when the ſun, being riſen, fills. - 
all things with the brighteſt and pureſt light, — 

Such is the judgment of our Lord concerning the mini- 

ters of his Goſpel. He has exalted them above the Baptiſt, i 
whom he repreſents as far excelling any prophet of former | 
generations. And ſuch is the ſenſe, which the Judicious'and” 
pious Witſius has put upon his words, in which the body of 
commentators agree with him. And are the miniſters of 
Chriſt, after all, to be degraded to a baſe inferiority ?— 
Would you take them from the noon- day of the Goſpel; 
from the feet of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and ſet them to 
learn how to expreſs the praiſes of the glory of God, as hin- 
ing in the face of Jefus Chriſt, not from the character, which ' © i 
the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles have drawn of him, nor from a 
the bright original himſelf, but from thoſe faint and tran- i 
ſient beams of light, which like ſo many twinkling ſtars at 2 

midnight, appeared amidſt ſurrounding darkneſs? Would 

you conceive, that perſons, who would write, or ſpeak thus, 
had ever believed in Chriſt, or zhat ever the light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chrift, who is the image of God, had fhined 
<nto them; Would you not believe that the veil of Jewiſh 
darkneſs, and unbelief was ſtill upon their hearts, and that 


„ — 
98 


. glorified thee on earth, I have finiſhed the work which tha 
- - gaveſt me to do. When therefore you ſay, That the Palms 
are beſt calculated to expreſs the praiſes of the glory of 
- God as ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, even under the 
New Teſtament diſpenſation, do you not ſee what an inſuf- 
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Cad. abe commanded the light to ſhine out of darling, had 
never ſhined in them, to give the light of the knowledge of the 


glory of God, as ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chrift ®* But we 


Preach not cur/elves but Chrift Fejus the Lerd.+ Sink the 


character and miniſtry of our Lord's ſervants, of the preſent 
day, as low as you will, even though you therein paths 
dict che declaration of their divine maſter; and proceed e- 


ven to the bold and daring attempt of degrading the holy 


Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, whom he honoured and inſpired 


to be his immediate ſucceſſors, in founding and eftabliſhing 


his kingdom. And ſay that they, who /aw the glory of God 
ſhining, in bim, have failed in expreſſing it in a manner 
equal to the Pſalms of David. But our indignation cannot 
fail to riſe, when you would do any thing, that would tar; 


M 4 niſh the glory of the only. begotten of the Father — For, 


4. The bleſſed Jesus is the author of the New Teſta- 


8 ee eee ee the bright and reſplendent 
image of the inviſible God, Col. j. 15. He has revealed 
his nature, his works, and his will in a clearer, fuller, and 


more authoritative manner, than it was poſſible for any of 
the human race to do. To manifeſt the glory of his Father 


vas the great end of his coming into the world, and, at 
the concluſion of his work, he could appeal to him, as hav- 


ing completely performed it. John xvii. 4, Father, I have” 


: 


* * 


ferable indignity you put upon the Son of God? Do not 


his ſoblime and heavenly doctrines and diſcourſes, his holy, 
| heavenly, and uſeful life, his illuſtrious and beneficent mi- 
; _ racles diſplay the glory of his Father, with incomparably 
greater clearneſs,” than it is · poſſihle for language fully to 
expreſs ?—The Heaven, declare: the glory of: God, and the 
number, grandeur, and ſplendour of 'thoſe worlds of light, 


with which they are adorned, diſplay. his power, his glory, 


and majeſty, beyond any thing we can conceive, much leſs. 
deſcribe: For aubo can utter the mighty ad of the Lord 


If then the Heavens praiſe the wonders of the Lord above 


* 2 Cor. iv. 4, 6. 1 * Cer: iv. 5. 
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the attainments of human eloquence; how can it be ſaid 
of any man, that he can equal, or even exceed the degree, 
in which be has exhibited the glory of the Father who was 
himſelf the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon ? The evangeliſt, who ſaw our Saviour's glory, and 
knew how fully qualified he was to diſplay that of his Fa- 
ther, aſſerts his vaſt ſuperiority, in this reſpect, to all for- 
mer teachers and prophets. John i. 18. No man hath ſten 
God at any time ; the only begotten Son, which is in the boſom © 

of the Father, he hath declared him. And our Lord himſelf, 
ſays, Mat. ii. 27, No man knoweth the Son but the Father, 
neither knoweth any man the Father, but the Sen. What then 
ſhall we think of the man, who will aſſert, that the praiſes 
of the glory of God, as ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
are better expreſſed by one, who Wag, Dui tranſient, 
and diſtant glimpſes of our Saviour's glory, than they are; 


and evangeliſts have written, all that our Lord himſelf hath 
taught, and done, and ſuffered to illuſtrate and ſet forth the 
glory of God, fall ſhort of expreſſing it equally with the 
Pſalms of David. This aſſertion is ſo extravagant, ſo con- 
N trary to Scripture and Reaſon, and ſo 1772 from the 
JM divine glory and majeſty of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
0 from the light of the glory of his Goſpel, that I find my- 
7 ſelf at a lof, to expreſs my conceptions of it, and think it 
better to leave the Author to his own ſecret reflections, 
f than to retaliate in the language of railing accuſation.  . 
« After the aſſertion, that I have now been conſidering, 
« we have no reaſon to be ſurpriſed at any thing our Author 
£ may advance.—He ſpeaks (p. 16) ** of the tendency of the 
, 9 Palms to promote the ſpiritual edification of Church 
: % members, and to convey the knowledge of Goſpel truths ;? 
and alledges, that in reſpect of this ſuitableneſs, it is not 
I «« difficult to ſhew, that they are not leſs, but rather more 


„ ſuitable to the ſtate of the New Teſtament diſpenſation, 


by the bright original himſelf, That all that the Apoſtles 


I ® « than they were to the ſtate of it under the Old.” That x 


they were ſuitable to the Old Teſtament diſpenſation, is 
certain. They were written in conformity to the degree 
of knowledge and privileges believers had then attained 
to, and to the rites and uſages enjoined by that inſtigution. 
But can it. be more proper, or more ſuitable for Chriſtians, 
to derive the knowledge of Goſpel truths, and ſpiritual edi- 
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| - 10743 from the Pſalms of David, than from the Goſpel. 
1 EIDOS, a N PER nt 3 ket 
Ib Jews were appointed to appraach God by /acrifices, 

by the blaod of bulls be 27; goats, wal by . 
' enformitz.* This mode of acceſs ſuited them, the way inte 
- the, bolieft of all being not yet made manifeſt, awhile'as the firſt 
tabernacle was yet ſtanding. (Heb. ix. 8.) But is ſuch a wor- 
ſhip more ſaitable to Chriſtians, who bave boldneſi to enter 


x _ 
b ” w 
* 8 


into the holieft by the blood of Fejus 5 (Heb. x. g.] be have: 


an kigh-prieft, who «was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and fe 
parate from fauers, and made higher than the Heawens ; (Heb. 
vj. 26,) whe is nat entered inte the holy places made with 
hands, which" were only the figupes of the true, but into Hea- 
ven itfelf,, new to appear in the preſence of God fer us? (Heb; 
Ii. 24.) 2 | : 4 7 


- The worſkip of the Jews ſuited their fate. They were 


treated as children under age, 4vho differed nathing fram ſer- 
wants, wha were under tutors and governars, and were in ons 
. dage under the elements of the world, Gal. 4. 1. 8. But 
Chriſtians are 22 more /ervazts but ſens, and if ſom, then heirs 
of God through Chriſt, v. 7, How can they, then, after ha-. 
wing krown God under the endearing relation of a Father, 
after having received be prrit of his San, and after having, 
at the expence of his abaſement and death, deen delivered 


From the bendage, under which they were bald, return again 


to weak and beggarly elements, and deſire again ta be braught 
in bondage ?— his is the reaſoning of the Apoſtle: Paul in 
the paſſage here referred to. I ſay then, is a worſhip, that 
was dictated ander @ ſpirit of beudage, uſed while the firfs 
tabernacle was yet landing, f and offered up in conjunction 
with ſacrifices, and other rites of the law of Moſes, more 
ſuitable to Chriſtians, than to thoſe, who by divine appaint- 
ment were obliged to pay it, under theſe circumſtances ?... 
The ſuperior light of the New Feſtameut diſpenſation 
can do every thing with our adthor, but prevail to the ad- 
. miſſion of itſelf. The Apoſtle Paul gives a noble idea of 


the tendency of the Goſpel hight when he repreſents it as 


intended, (Eph, iii. 10,) la make known to the farincipalities 


and powers it Heavenly places, the manifold wiſdom of GO 


But our author, inſtead of making the law ſubſervient to 


— a 


* Heb. vii. 38. J Ren. with i. 1 Heb. ix. b. 
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the Goſpel, makes the Gofpel ſubſervient to the W 
** The ſupexior light,“ 475 he, „of the New Teſtament, 


«« inſtead of rendering the we of the FPfalms in the public 
« worſhip of the Church leſs ſuitable, makes it more ſo ; 


« that light ſerving to diſcloſe to our view the manifold | 


«« iſdom of God contained in the words of che ibſpired 


« Songs.“ 
Now let us carefully attend to the defign and tendency 


of this reaſoning.—It is to exclude the ufe of all other -4 


Songs bat thoſe, of the Old Teſtament from public worſhip, 


and for this rea{on,' that the ſuperior light of the Goſpel : 
renders them more ſuitable to us, than to the Jews.” Bat 5 
this light has the ſame effect upon every part of the Old 


Teſtament writings, and upon the whole of the ceremonial 


law, and conſequently the whole is more fuitable to us than 
By che light of the Goſpel we can fee "the 


to the Jews. 
deſign of the paſſover, 1acrifices, high-prieſt, tabernacle 


waſhings, &c. much better than they did, and conſequently Py 
they are much more ſuitable to us chan to them.” And tonfe- 
quently the Goſpel Was never intended to ſuperſede the 


aſages and; ceremonies of the law, but only to render them 


more edifying and ſuitable, and to eſtabliſh them to greater 
And as to dur Lord's coming into > 
the world; it was never deſigned, chat we mould in dur 


advantage than ever. 


Plalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, glorify God for this 


month une another from any doctrines, precepts, promiſes, or 
threatenings, which he has delivered ; de are only to im- 
prove the Goſpel, in order that we may have clester views 


this manner of procteding, our Lord aA is Apoltles will 


be higltly magnified indeed. They will be only con. 
dered as Expofitors and Co mMMentarors pon the Law and 


the Prophets. 


© Let us chen return wholly wo the Scriptures, 108 uſages | 
of the Old Teſtament. Then ſhall our prayers, preaching, -- 


and ſongs of praife, be uniform and confiftent. We thall 
read, eas and fing e that vo Jead us to DENEVE 
| 5 


Fon. xv. 9. 1 "Labs ix. 37. 


as his fignal mercy, nor fing unte hi, naue, nor pruiſt im 
fer. any mighty works our Lord has done, wor teach a ads 


of the manifold wiſdom of God, taanifeſted in the few a 
paſſages of the Plalms of David, that refer to Chriſt. In 


— 
— 
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that Chriſt' is alteady come. We-will not then, as many 
of us do now, preach and pray like perſons who are under 
all poſſible obligations of love, and duty, and gratitude to 
—a'crucified, riſen, and exalted Saviour, and praiſe and give 
thanks, in our ſongs, as if he had never come into the 
world. We would not then be preaching. and praying, as 
if we were really members of the Church of Chriſt, and 
Praiſing God, as if we were members of the Jewiſh ſy na- 
gogue, or worſhipping at the tabernacle or temple, amidſt 
prielts, ſacrifices, barps, organs, and all the ceremonies of 
that pompous and expenſive ritbal. We ſhall not then 
celebrate the memorial of the ſacrifice and death of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the ſame ſongs, in which the Jews 
celebrated their deliverance from Egypt, and ſang at the 
ſacrifices of their paſchal Lamb. But the ſuperior light of the 
Goſpel makes all this more ſuitable. —He that will receive 
this doctrine, as reaſonable or ſcriptural, let him receive it. 
But let me aſk our author, if the night is more ſuitable for 
- buſineſs, by the introduction of the day ?—ls it more ſuit᷑- 
able to a proficient in learnifig,” to return to the letters of 
his alphabet, and to the practice of ſpelling his words and 
dividing them into ſyllables, becauſe he 25 much more 
clearly, than he did at the beginning, the intent and mean 


ing of theſe early rudiments? Wich much leſs propriety. / 
of reaſon, and at a deſperate hazard, would a Chriſtian go 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Chrift. Col. ii. 


8, 20. Gal. iv. 9. 


But out author ſees, that according to his mode of rea- 


ſoning, the whole ceremonial law may be introduced. He 


-- therefore apologizes for himſelf in a note by ſay ing, that 
he is far from advancing our ſuperior advantages for un- 
derſtanding the Pſalms as an argument for our ſinging them, 


he is only anſwering an objection. Bat would it not have 


been better for him honeſtly to have confeſſed, that the 


objection was unanſwerable, than to have produced that às 
an anſwer that would in its conſequences undermine the 


whole Goſpel, and, as he himſelf acknowledges, imply a to- 
tal renunciation of the Chriſtian Religion.— Page 18, Note. 
The argument, therefore, for ſinging the Pfalms of Da- 


vid, dra vn from our ſuperior advantages for underſtanding 
them, after all that has been ſaid about it, is formally giv- 


en vp. The only paſſage that has any appearance of 4 
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ſcriptural authority for confining the Church in her Songs 
of praiſe, to the words of David and Aſaph, is 2 Chron. © 
xxix. 30. Moreover Hexetiab the King, commanded the Le- 
wites to fing the praiſe of the Lord in the words of David and 
Aſaph the Seer, The celebrated Dr. Clark and our Author 
have, both of them, quoted this paſſage, —But if it be duly 
conſidered, it will be found not to anſwer their purpoſe... 


command. However, Hezekiah and the princes might 


they were not prophets, and therefore had no authority, as 
ſuch, to preſcribe Laws, binding the Jewiſh Church, much 
leſs had they a right to give forth laws obliging the Chriſ- 
tian Church to the end of time. | 3 

2. Though this may prove, that on that particular occa- 
ſion, a Song of David and Aſaph was ſung, as being ſuitable 
to the occaſion, yet it does not prove, that the Jews, in 
their Songs of Praiſe, always confined themſelves to the 
words df theſe prophets, —Nay, we have elſewhere ſne wn, 
from clear Scripture teſtimony, that they did not. | 

3. This command of Hezekiah and the princes. was giv-- 
en to the Levites, who were a choir of fingers, inſtructed 
and appointed for this expreſs purpoſe. Is the authority 
and example of Hezekiah ſufficient for introducing, and ei- 
tabliſhing ſuch an order of men in the Chriſtian Church? 
I 15 our Author and his brethren would not admit this. 
— But, - WY, | n 85 
4. If the authority of Hezekiah, of itſelf, be of force 
to bind the Chriſtian Church, it muſt of conſequence be of 
much more force, when it correſponds with, and enforces, 
the- commandment of God. Now, we are informed 2 
Chron.” xxix. 25, That Hezekiah ſet the Lewites in the houſe 
of *the Lord with cymbals, with p/alteries, ard. with harps, 
according to the commandment of David, and of Gad the King's. 


of the Lord by his. prophets. Our Author ſays (page 15:) 
It nfay be ſafely laid down as a maxim, that whatever 
«© form of worſhip God hath appointed, ought to be ob- 
<«« ſerved to the end of time; unleſs he himſelf declares, 
that it is only of a temporary nature, or that he is pleaſ- 
ed at a certain period to abrogate it.“ It is far more 
certain then, that God once 6 his Church to ſing 


1. It is defective in reſpect of the perſons who gave the 


give this command, as being veſted with civil authority, - | 


Seer, and Nathan the prophet ; for fo wars the commandment... | 


* 
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his praiſes in conjunction with cymbals, with pſalteries and cie 
harps, than it is that he appointed her to ſing his praiſe in the 

the words of David and Aſaph, and, to uſe the words of Vat 

dur Author, „ where have we any intimation of his will, the 

= << that the Church ſhould ceaſe to do fo, before the end of a | 
we - *© the world? Our Author and his brethren have cer- Ch 
} - _tainly a pecnliar quickneſs of diſcernment, when they can ſev 
dee a divine inſtitution of force to bind to the end of time, ſes 
in the merely civil authority of Hezekiah, exerciſed occa- ſtle 
ſionally, over a company of ſingers, in one caſe; and as of 
ſttrange a {lowneſs of apprehenſion, when they can diſcern of 
| YU no traces of divine” appointment in the commandment 7 o 
| the Lord by the prophets, in the other Do rhey err, not know- ex 
Ing the Scriptures, or are they ſo unfair as to quote only ſuch ow 

| fragments of them, as ſeem to anſwer. their purpoſe, while hu 
they omit ſuch parts of them, as would diſcover and ex- the 

[4 80 85 weakneſs or fallacy of their ens. Hege. ſer 

it Kiah's example and authority, however, is far more conclu- thi 
five for introducing, and continuing, the uſe of inſtrumental ho 
muſic, than for the eſtabliſhment of the Old Teſtament no 
Pſalmod y FVP 1 

.. Our Author has advanced ſundry other poſitions, which ar 

will de found, upon examination; equally deſtitute of foun- re 
dation, either in reaſon or ſcripture. He has- afſerted; pr 
that no human compoſures are to be admitted in finging ou 

+. the-praiſes . 8 25 le 

If by human compoſures he means ſuch as were written in 

under the direction and ſuperintendency of the Spirit, then de 

the whole Scripture was ſo written, and conſequently. there fo 


is not a fingle example in Scripture of praying or preach- 
ing, in ſocial or public worſhip; in which-inſpired matter 
was not uſed, © Our Author's-reaſoting; therefore, for in- 
ſpired ſongs only being uſed, in public worſhip, drawn from 
their being no Scripture examples of the uſe of any other, 
will be as ſtrong for our being ſtrictly confined to Scriptuxe 
in our pray ers ànd ſermons: for to dſe our Authors rcaſon- 
ing, (page 43) is not the Lord's having given us ſuch a 
variety of prayers and ſermons in bis wörd, as is ſufficient 
to anſwer all the various occaſions of preaching or praying 
in public worſhip; an intimation that no other ſhould be 
uſed therein ? It will carry us ſtill farther: We have no 
149 Seriptore examples of any perſons praying or preaching, 


el 
a CY 4 
N. 


| but ſuch as were inſpired. 


. 


* 


A DISCOURSE ON PSALMODY. | 63 = 


Beſides, if the great variety of Scripture ſongs be ſuft- 
cient to evince the reaſonableneſs of our being confined to 
them in our public worſhip, the much greater numbef and 
variety of prayers and ſermons, ſtill more ſtrongly proves 
the reaſonableneſs of our being reſtricted to them. What 
a ſtrange thing is it then, that, when the miniſters of the 
Chriſtian Church have not only an hundred and fifty, but 
ſeveral hundreds of prayers and ſermons; not only of Mo- 
ſes and the Prophets, but alſo of our Saviour and his Apo- 
ſtles, from which to make their choice, they ſhould, inſtead 
of cloſe and literal tranſlations of the prayers and ſermons 
of Scripture, venture upon original compoſitions of their 
own, into which they will deign to introduce a detached - 

_ expreſſion or half ſentence from Scripture, as it Tuits their 
own plan? Does not this ſhew an arrogant preference of 
human compoſitions; and a ſtrange diſteliſh, not merely of 
the diſcourſes ' of Moſes and the Prophets, but alſo cf *the-- . 
ſermons of our Lord and his Apoſtles, who ipake under 
the immediate impulſe and direction of his Spirit? And 
how can they undertake to pray or preach,” when we have 
not a ſingle Scripture - example to warrant” any perſons. 
praying or preaching, but ſuch as were inſpired'?—Such 8 
are the conſequences that would follow from our Author's © 
reaſonings. It would admit of no perſons preaching” or 
praying, but ſuch as are inſpired. - It would confine us, in 
our prayers and ſermons, to the words of Scripture, no 
leſs than in our ſongs of praiſe. I preſume, notwithſtangd-" | 
ing that neither our author, nor his brethren, would un- 
dertake to defend theſe. concluſions, though they juitly 
follow from their mode of reafoning.” ©. Ho J 

But if no human compoſures are to be admitted into aur 
public worſhip, but ſuch as have been written under the im- 
mediate direction and ſuperintendency of the Holy Spirit; 
then none but thoſe which were written by the iaſpired 
authors themſelves, in the original Greek or Hebrew can 
be admitted, or ſuch verſions of them as have been written 
under divine direction. Now will our Author ſay, that the 
verſion of the Pfalms now in uſe was ſo written? Will he 
affirm, that the verſifier has been led in every inſtance to 
expreſs the mind of the Spirit? If he would affirm this, 
what proof could he advance in ſupport of the aſſertion? 
Or what could be his deſign in advancing ſuch a poſition, _ 
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but to raiſe in the minds of the people a ſuperſtitious vene- 
ration for a compoſition, merely human? If Mr. Rouſe's 
_ verſion of the Pſalms of David were more than human, and 
written under Divine direction, how came the Weſlminſter 
General Aſſembly (of 1645), to correct and amend. it? And 
if, after they had corrected it; they had ſuch an high opin- 
jon of it, why were they ſo exceedingly modeſt in their 
recommendation of it to parliament? The aſſembly, ſay 
they, has cauſed the Plalms, publiſhed by Mr. Rouſe to 
< be carefully peruſed, and as they are now altered and 
* amended do approve them, and humbly conceive they 
may be uſeful and profitable to the Church, if they be 
, © permitted to be publicly ſung.” | 05 
If the Aſſembly were perſuaded that Mr. Rouſe's verſion 
of the Pſalms, was written under ſupernatural influence ; 
how came they to ſue ſo humbly for the ſanction of civil 
- authority? Why did they not boldly tell the parliament, 
that they would be chargeable with profane boldneſs if they 
preſumed to reject it? Did they repreſent the Church of 
_ Chriſt, as confined,” by Divine inſtitution, to the Pſalms 
of David to the end of time, and forbid the uſe of all other 
Songs of Praiſe to God? - _ *7 "13 
So far were the Miniſters of Chriſt, in that age, from 
coneeiving, that the. Church, in the Praiſes of God, ſhould 
be confined to the words of David and Aſaph, that the 
aſlembly of the Church of Scotland, ſo early as the year 
1648, took meaſures for enlarging the compaſs of their 
Pſalmody. Stewart of Pardovan in his collections, (p. 85). 
informs us, That an act was paſſed that year for examin- 
« ing the labors of Mr. Zachary Boyd, upon other Scrip- 
ture Songs; that the like was done by the Aſſembly, 
, with reſpect to the Scripture Songs of Mr. Patrick Sim- 
« ſon, in 1706, and that the like order. was renewed, and 
«« continued, for the two ſucceeding years; and that the 
% commiſſion of the Aﬀembly was inſtructed and appointed 
to conſider the printed verſion of the Scripture Songs, 
«« with the remarks of the Preſbyteries thereupon, and after 
© examination thereof, they are authorized, and empower- 
« ed, to conclude and emit the ſame for the public uſe of 
the Church.” And it is well known, that the afſembly - 


* Only three years after the firſt intreduGim of Rouſt's 
Venſion. 5 | 5 | 


1 
* 
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have printed and recommended ſundry Poems, partly col- 
lected from the pious and ingenious Dr. Watts, as they ſtile 
him, and other writers, and partly furniſhed by the migiſ- 
ters of their own Church. Why then does our Author and 
his brethren bear teſtimony againſt the Synod of New-York 
and Philadelphia, as if they alone had entered into deter- 
minations, that affect the purity of the worſhip of God, 

and that are contrary to his word? Has not the Church of 


Scotland, in her pureſt times, ſeen the propriety of enlarg- 


ing her Pſalmody, and been taking meaſures for that pur- 
poſe ? Has not the Baptiſt Church been in the conſtant and 
unanimous uſe of Dr. Watt's imitation, almoſt ever ſince it 
was firſt publiſhed ? And has not the Epiſcopal Church in 
England, and much more of late in America, declared by 
her practice, that ſhe did not look upon her members as 
confined, by Divine inftitution, in their praiſes of God, to 
the words of David and Aſaph? And are the miniſters of 
Chriſt in all theſe Churches ſo ignorant of the word of God, 
as not to know what it forbids or requires? Or are they ſo 
unfaithful to God, that they would wilfully revolt from his 
authority, or corrupt his worſhip? Or are they ſo wicked 
and cruel towards the people of their charge, that they 
would lead them into practices unwarrantable and ſinful ? 


What can tempt them to do, what would be ſo perni- | 


cious to'themſelyes? Could they not have ſuffered their 
people to go on calm and undiſturbed in the uſe of a Pſalm- 
ody, in favor of which they were ſo ſtrongly prejudiced ?. 
What but a pure and diſintereſted zeal for the Goſpel of 

Chriſt, and a deſire that it might have the ſhare, which it 
juſtly claims in our Songs of Praiſe to God, could have 


moved them to alarm the jealouſies, and ſuſpicions of their 


own people ? b FD | 
If, like the Apoſtle Paul before his converſion, or like 
the Arians in the primitive Church, they had verily :hought 
in themſelves that they ſhould do many things contrary to the 
name of Jeſus of Nazareth,* they would no doubt have uſed 
their influence to have it excluded from a place in their 
ſongs of Praiſe, and would have uſed any mean which they 
could deviſe or find moſt effeQual for keeping the dignity 

of his perſon, and the greatneſs of his redemption, out of 
fight, But their ſentiments were the very reverſe of all 


- 


Ad, xxwi. 9. 8 2 


1 
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this. They looked upon themſelves as engaged by the 

_ "Rrongeſt motives t furiber the Gofpel.* They thought, 

\ that every part of their worſhip ſhould teſtify their high 

eſteem of it, and have a tendency to lead others greatly 


to value it; and eagerly embrace it. They thought, that Ex 
. mall the former deliverances, which God had wrought for An 
his people, fell inconceivably ſhort of the redemption of the fro 
world by his Son. 'Fhey therefore conceived it to be a Co 


ſtrange neglect of this wonderful redemption, fo long fince 
accompliſhed, that no mention ſhould be made of it, nor 
any gratitude expreſſed for it, in that part of our worſhip, 


which is, or ought to be, principally devoted to praiſe and 
thankſgiving. They therefore thought it their duty to bee 

— attempt a change, in this part of the Chriſtian worſhip.— pre 
They made the attempt with a prudent, yet reſolute zeal. ha 
They ſaid little, they wrote Jeſs againſt thoſe miniſters or Inc 
private Chriſtians, who in this reſpect, worſhipped 4, did va 

the Jeuus. Perhaps it would have been their duty to have of 
teſtified. with more freedom and boldnefs againſt them. But ity 


they had their own prejudices, arifing from cuſtom and 
early education, and were willing to make every favorable 
allowance for the prejudices of qthers. ' Theſe prejudices, * 


with reſpect to many of their people, are-alzeady vaniſhed. the 
The voice of reaſon and-gratitude has been heard. - Many fir/ 
of theic people have perceived the propriety vf praiſing Jai 
and bleſſing God for the benefits and privileges of the Gol. the 
pel, and we humbly hope that the /zght of zts glory, in pro- ed, 
ceſs of time, will be cheerfully admitted by all into their 10 
Pſalmody, as well as into other parts of their worſhip. . If | 
the-S; nod cf New-York and Philadelphia have erred, they the 
have erred from upright views and intentions, ſuch asl pre- the 
ſame will be approved of God, and ought to commend theme. fat 
to every man's conſcience. With themgt ought to be a ſmall bet 
thing 14 be judged cf men's judgment. —Fhey would be hun- Sei 


worthy the office they bear if they ſhould be deterred from 

the peaceable and reſolute diſcharge of their duty by the 
cenſures, or even, the reproaches and revilings of men. 

Our” Author farther fays, that our ſongs ſhould be as 


| nearly as poſſible Iiteral tranſſations of Scripture, and has bes 
quoted what Mr. Canne has ſaid of proſe tranſlations to juſ- pri 
tify what he ſays of poetry and verſificalion. But here, as tin 
6 So: eb WW: 
* Phil. 1. 12. | in 
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almoſt in every other inſtance, he has given us bold aſſer- 
tion without reaſon or Scripture. The Scriptures here, as 


in other inſtances, furniſhes us with examples. Compare 


Moſes' ſong upon the deliverance of the Children of Ifrael, 
Exod. xv. with the hiſtory of that deliverance, Exod. xiv. 


and you will ſee how far the Jewiſh lawgiver has departed 
from a literal adherence to the language of his own hiſtory. 
Compare in like manner the ſong of Deborah and Barak, 
upon the defeat of Jabin's army, judg. v. with the hiſtory 
of that defeat, recorded in the preceding chapter, and you 
will make the ſame remark. 8 7 


And now I take my leave of this Author, and had it not 


been, that I was defirous, as far as poſſible, to remove the 
prejudices and ſcruples of my fellow Chriſtians, I ſhould 
hardly have taken any, notice of him or his re 
Indeed ſome of his aſſertions are ſo groundleſs 

vagant, and others ſo derogatory to the light and glory 
of the Goſpel, that I hardly thought it conſiſtent with fidel- 
ity, and duty, to let them paſs without animad verſion. 


We have already heard the Apoſtle Paul, inculcating 


IE It may be proper to Jay before the reader joms account of 
the time and circumſtances, in which the P/alms of David were 
firſt introduced into the Chriftian Church. Me have already 


ſaid, that they were not in uſe for the three firſt centuries, and © 


the Author to whom «we have ſo often referred, has been obltg- 


ed, by the force of truth, and the concurring teſtimony of hiſtory 


to acknowledge this. p. 83.) SEL” SANs 
Ie has bien afferted, that Pope Damaſius, who was raiſed to 
the See of Rome, in the year 366, vas the fin who introduced 
the P/jalms of David into the Chriftian Church. And it is 
ſaid that he did it in erder to allay the conteſts, that prevailed 
between the Orthodox and Arians, reſpefing their Hymns, this 


being à P/almody, in which they who denied, and theſe who” 


afſirted the divinity of our Saviour, might both unite. If this 
had been the caſe, the authority ta Proteflants is not very ref/- 
ge 


ks 


prived the aſſerters of his deity of all opportunity of bearing te- 


timony to it in that part of their worſhip, which Wwas mere. 
eſpecially adapted to do bim the higheff honor. It decided clearly” 


in favor of that tenet Arianiſin, that divine worſhip was ts 


*. 
* 
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and extra- 


Gable, nor do I think, it was very honorable to the cane of 
hrift. It deprived him of that divine honor, which from the 
beginning had been uniformly paid him by the Chureh.” It . 
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| upon his converts, at Epheſus and Coloſſe, the conſtant and 
familiar uſe of Pſalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, taking 


their riſe from. the word of Chriſt, and from the fulneſs of 
the Spirit, who was ſo liberally imparted to them. We 


have heard David and the Prophets, with one accord, fore- 


telling the rapturoũs joy, that would ariſe upon the coming 
of Chriſt, and enjoining that Songs of the livelieſt gratitude 


ſhould be compoſed and ſung for the greatneſs of his con- 
purchaſe, We have 


deſcenſion and the rich bleſſings of his 
ſeen theſe predictions and commands in part fulfilled, and 


»obeyed by our Lord's apoſtles, and diſciples on earth, and 


by the ſaints and angels in Heaven. We have. ſeen the 


primitive Church follow the illuſtrious examples that had 


be paid only to the Father, and ſo bad a dire tendency, as fur 


as that part of worſhip went, to make hereſy triumphant. 
But the introduction of the P/alms of Dawid, into the Chrif- 


tian Church had neither the ſaudt ion of a Pepe, nor of a general 
council, They were introduced. at Antioch, in the time of Le- 


ontius, whom wwe have already had occafion to mention, as hav 
ing been biſhop of that city.  Flavian and Diodorus, two per- 


fons, who had not attained to any ecclefraftical dignity, but bad 


great influence among the people on account of their reputation 


for ſanciity,. were the firſt who made tis innovation. They 
divided the choirs of fingers at Antioch into two parts, and 
gave them the Pjalms of David to fing alternately, or by turns. 
This uſage, firfi begun at Antioch, ſpread every whert, ſays. 
Thaoedereit, and came abroad into all parti of the world. And 
it is no wonder, that it fpread ſpeedily and extenſively in the" 
fourth century, an age devoted to Arianiſm. It muſt have been 
big bly pleafeng to thoſe who had embraced or patronized that 
* hereſy, among whom was the emperor Conftantius himſelf.” It 
had the moſt eſfectual and immediate tendency to filerce thufe 
P/alms and Hymns, which were ſung in honor of Feſus Cbriſt, 
and which were the great objects, which theſe heretics abbor- 
red, and oppoſed to the atm]. 5 
yu ave have ſeen, by what authority the Pſalms of Davidy 
have been introduced into the Chriſtian Church, and we know 


by what aus bority, they have been continued in it, lo the exclu- 


foon of an evangelical Pſalmody. In both caſes the autharity ' 

-bas been entirely human. Divine inflitution and appointment 
® canzet be pleaded, with any plauſibility, either from Reaſen or 

Scripture, —K 4 | Rb. 
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been ſet before her, and obey the juſt and reaſonable com- 
mands given her, till error and hereſy. boldly attempted to 
veil the divine glories of her Redeemer, diminiſh her obli- 
gations to him, and obſcure the light of the glory of his Gef 


fel, One would think that all this would conſtitute à ſuffi- 
cient foundation, not only to warrant and authorize, but to 


command and enjoin, the introduction and eſtabliſhment of 


evangelical Pſalmody. Here then I might lay afide my 
pen, and cloſe the argument. But my duty to God, whom 


I deſire to ſerve in the Goſpel of his Son, and my earneſt 


with and hope to reclaim thoſe whom I eſteem to be in 
error, forbid me to do it, fo Jong as any thing can be ad- 
vanced, that may tend to ſet them right, concerning this 
important branch of Chriſtian duty. And I promiſed, 
in the | | 3 

IV. Place, to adduce ſome arguments drawn from the 
Goſpel itſelf, — 3 * | 

Much of what might be ſaid here, has been already an- 
ticipated in the former parts of this diſcourſe. —But I pre- 
ſume fomething farther may yet be advanced. 


And here let me remind you of the ſolemnities of your 


baptiſmal dedication—You have been baptized, agreeably 
to the command of your Saviour, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy. Ghoſt. This certainly 
implies, that you owe to each of theſe Divine perſons ſome 


acts of diſtin homage and regard, and leads you to hope, 


and expect to receive from each of them, ſome diſtin and 
ſpecial bleflings.—Now it is in the Goſpel only, that the 
doctrine of the Trinity, is clearly revealed, and in it alone 
thoſe ſeveral characters and relations, which the Sacred 
Three ſuſtain towards the people of God, are diſtinctly ſet 
forth, and enumerated. * | Tal 
There the Father is repreſented, as employing his un- 
ſearchable wiſdom in contriving the plan of our redempti- 


on and ſalvation, and manifeſting a love and goodneſs, far 


ſurpaſſing any thing that has appeared amongſt men, in giv- 
the moſt extreme ſufferings, and the moſt ignominious 
death for enemies and finners.—It is he who according to the 
Goſpel pardons our fins, accepts us in the beloved, and 
makes us heirs and partakers of the glory and felicity of 
an eternal life. —And why has he done this for us? Is it 


ing up his only begotten Son to the loweſt abaſement, to 


that we ſhould be ſilent, and never ſpeak of this wondrous | 


CO 
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grace that we ſhould never thank and praiſe him for it, 


nor /ing forth the honor of his name ?—Nay, it is to the praiſe 
F the glory of bis grace, and that we ourſelves ſhould be to 
the praiſe of his glory. Eph. i. 6, 12. If you would be fi- 


lent reſpecting all the wonders of grace, which the God and 


Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift has done for you, would not 


pour underſtanding by which he has made you capable of 


apprehending his goodneſs, your tongues. which he has 
made eloquent, and your voices which he has formed to 
melody and ſongs, reproach and condemn you ?—Believe 


not that God has reſtricted you to utter the emotions of 


your gratitude in the words of antient fong, when he is 


diſplaying before you wonders unknown in former days. 


His works declare his will, as well as his word.—And 
whenever he manifeſts his glory, he thereby declares it to 
be his will, that men ſhould acknowledge and adore, You 
would be heinouſly ungrateful, if you would not glorify 
him as the God in «vhoſe hand your breath is, and whoſe are 
= all your wvays,* but what can equal your hardneſs of heart 
if you praiſe him not for his redeeming your foul from de- 
Nruction and raifing you to the hopes of everlaſting glory 


and happineſs by the gift of his Son ? Every part of your 


worſhip ſhould bear teſtimony to the exceeding riches ,of 


his grace, but eſpecially that part of it which is more par- 


ticularly deſigned to expreſs your gratitude in which every 
heart ſhould unite, and every tongue ſhould be eloquent in 


praiſe. And the command and injunction of the Apoſtle: 


reſpecting our Plalmody expreſsly requires, that in it a ſpe- 
cial and diſtin regard ſhould be had to the Father, Eph. 
v. 20, giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. With this 


in junction and command of the Apaſtle, as I obſerved be- 


fore, it is impoſlible for us to comply, in any inſtance, in 

our ſongs of thanks, ſo long as we adhere to the Pſalmody 

of the Old Teſtament. A | 
The like obſervations may be made reſpecting the Son, 


—your being. baptized in his name, certainly imports ſome. 


diſtin, and ſpecial bleſſings, to be derived from him, and 


ſome correſpondent returns of duty and grateful acknow- 
ledgment.—If Jeſus Chriſt has not purchaſed, and is not 
empowered to beſtow upon you, any ſuch benefits; and you 
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ſtand in no ſpecial relation to him, then I can ſee no rea- 
ſon, why there ſhould be a diſtinct mention of him in your 
baptiſmal dedication.—But what he has done, and taught, 
and ſuffered, lays a foundation of obedience, duty, and: 
gratitude, which no true Chriſtian can deny or withhold... 


- And hence the Apoſtle writing to the Philippians, clearly 


teaches, that in conſequence of the ſufferings and exalta- 
tion of Chriſt, he is entitled to a worſhip and homage 


never before paid to him. Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11.—[ you alk, 


why no ſach diſtinct worſhip was paid to him under the Old 
Teſtament? The anſwer is eaſy, It is becauſe God is 
chiefly praiſed there for the works of creation and provi- 
dence, in Which the ſeveral Perſons of the Trinity were 
jointly concerned, and no ſpecial and diſtinct manifeſtation 
being made of their glory, there was no neceſſity of any 
diſtiu& mention of them. — And accordingly the worftip © 
of the Old Teſtament was conſtantly and uniformly. addrei- 

ſed, to the Father. But that this worlhip was ſo addrefſed - 


to the Father as to include alſo the Son, we are clearly . . 


taught by thefe paſſages, which the Apoſtle quotes from 
the Old Teſtament, Heb. i. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12.— The wor» 
ſhip paid in theſe paſſages, though primarily addrefſed to 


the Father, the Apoſtle repreſents as addreſſed to the Son- 


— 


From hence it clearly follows; that if worſhip and homage 
were paid to the Son, in conjunction with the Father, in 


conſequence of thoſe works in which they were joinily 


employed; a diſtinc homage is to be paid to him, in 

conſequence of thoſe works, in which he is conſidered as 
perſonally, and diſtinctly concerned. 'The like we have 
before obſerved reſpecting the Father. Dr. Sherlock, 
ſome time fince binop of London, in his excellent diſ- 
courſes' upon the paſſage of the Epiſtle to the Philippians, 


juſt now quoted, has ſer this matter in a very juſt and our 4 


per-light,—Speaking of the exaltation of Chriſt, he lays, 
„ The Apoſtle's argument does not infer, that the natural 

„ powers and dignities of Chriſt were increaſed, or that 
<« they were capable of being increaſed, but only, that in 
« conſequence of the redemption, God put all things im- 
«© mediately under him, making him head over all, and 
e conſequently entitled to that worſhip, and thoſe honors, 

«© which were not before paid to him. When Chriſt un- 

«« dertook and completed the redemption of the world, 
„then it was thought proper to make known the glory, 
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«© which he had before the worlds began; that we might 


« know, that we were to expect ſalvation from a hand that 


« was able to ſave, and that the honor and duty owing to 
„ him who made, and to him who redeemed us might be 
«« conſiſtent ; For when Chriſt purchaſed mankind at the 


«« price of his own blood, they became his by the ſtricteſt | 


bands of juſtice and gratitude ; there aroſe a new rela- 
«« tion between the redeemer and the redeemed, and the 


% duty and worſhip and honor, which flow from that rela- 


tion are immediately owing to Chriſt Jeſus,” 

And a little after, the ſame judicious and eloquent wri- 
ter ſays ; © In the revelation of St. John, we have ſeveral 
« Hymns recorded, which the Church of the firſt born ſing 
« to God and to his Chriſt, and we cannot form our devo-' 
«« tions from a better copy, than that which they have ſet 
«« us.—In the fourth chapter, the four and twenty elders fall 
% down befere him that liveth for ever and ever, and caſt 


«© their crowns before the Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, O 


% Lord, to receive glory and honor and power, for thou haſt 
«« created all things, and jor thy pleaſure they are, and were 


% created. Here you ſee plainly that the adoration paid 


« to God the Father, is founded upon his being the Crea- 
« tor of all things. Look a little farther into the next 
« chapter, and you will find the ſame perſons praiſingand 


% adoring Chriſt Jeſus, /aying, Thou art worthy to take the 


« book and to open the ſeals thereof, for thou waſt ſlain, and 


*© haſt redeemed us *0 Ged by thy blood, out of every kindred,” 


« and people, and nation, and haſ made us unto our God kings 


c and prieſts, and we ſhall reign on the Earth. Here you 
- « as plainly ſee, the worſhip paid to Chriſt, to be founded 
« in this, that he was flain, and did by his blood redeem ut. 


«« Nay, the very choir of Angels fing praiſes to him in the 
« ſame ſtrain, ſaying, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain ts 
«© receive power, and riches, and auiſdum, and firength, and 


« honor, and glory, and ble//mg.t © From all which,” ſays 
he, it is evident, that the worſhip paid to Chriſt is 
founded upon the redemption, and relates to that power 
« and authority, which he received from God at his reſur- 
erection.“ And a little farther on he ſays, If Chriſt be 
not riſen from the dead, and exalted to glory, then is. 
«« our preaching vain, and your faith is alſo vain. But if 


— 
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for the ſame reaſon, for which the apoſtle ſays, wwe ſhould > 


of his works „as your Redeemer and Saviour, you are under 
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he be riſen from the dead, if he now reigns in power at 

«« the right hand of the Almighty, if he received this 

« power, and if he uſes it in order to our ſalvation ; can 
„any thing be more abſurd than to deny him thoſe honors, ' 
«© which are due to him in conſequence of his glory, and 
« neceſſarily flow from the relation we ſtand in towards 
& him.” They who would deny him ſuch honors, would 
act a part very unbecoming of the ranſomed of the Lord. 
They would not only be ungrateful to the Son, but rebel 
againſt the authority of the Father. He hath commanded _ 
that all men ſhall honor the Son, even as they honor the Fa- 
ther, John v. 23. „ LIND 
If you aſk, how ſhall we honor the. Son, even as we bonour 
the Father * The Pfalmit will inſtruct you, Pal, cy. 1, 
2: O give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, nale 
known his deeds among the people, fing unto him, /ing Pſalms 
unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works, If you alk why 0 
diſtinct honour, and worſhip, and ſongs. of ſpecial praiſe, ⁵⁶ 
and thankſgiving ſhould be addreſſed to Chriſt ? I anſwer wh 


live to him, viz, becauſe he died fer us. 2 Cor. yeals. * | 

If before his incarnation, ſufferings, and quent ex- 
altation he was worſhipped by the Saints under the Old 
Teſtament in conjunction with the Father in conſequence 
of thoſe works, in which He and his Father were jointly 
employed, and if it was the duty of God's people under 
that diſpenſation to ſing Pſalms to him, then 1 conclude it 
is our diity to pay bim the ſame acts of honour and wor- 
ſhip under the New Teſtament, as a juſt tribute for thoſe 
works, which are in a particular manner, attributed to him- _ 
ſelf, perſonally confidered. If you deny him this worſhip, 

it muſt be either becauſe you do not eſteem him to be a di- 
vine perſon, and ſo unworthy of that divine worſhip, which 
his Father has commanded you to pay him, or becauſe. his 
work of redemption, and the miracles he performed, fall fo iN 
far ſhort of the work of creation, and of the deliverances 
wrought for the children of Iſrael, as not to deſerve to bes nan 
mentioned in your ſongs of praiſe. But if you admit the 
divine glory of his perſon, and the, tranſcendent greatneſs 


indiſpenſble obligations to celebrate them in your ſongs of 
praile, 
H 


> 
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Remarkable to the ſame purpoſe is what Dr. Chandler ad- 
. varices in his diſcourie upon the immutable difference be- 
tween moral good and evil. If there be any perſon,” ſays 
he, „whom God hath appointed as the Saviour of man- 
„ kind from ignorance, vice, and miſery ; toanſtrutt, re- 
«© form, and govern them, and bring them to a ſtate of 
e perfection and happineſs ; and if this perſon hath, by 


« his example, dectrines, ſufferings, death and reſurreQtion, 


« done every thing that is neceflary and fit to anſwer theſe 
te purpoſes of the wiſdom and mercy of God ;—the neceſ- 
« ſary conſequence is, that ſubmiſſion to him in all his cha- 
« rafters, and a thankful acknowledgment of his benefits, 


« are alſo things eſſentially fit in themſelves, and neceſſary f 
«« inſtances of moral virtue; things as eternally and immu- 
«« tably fit, as any other branches of moral virtue that can: 


*« be named, becauſe there is an original, neceſſary, and 


« unalterable relation between ſuch characters and benefits 


* conferred, and ſuch a ſubmiſſion to, and acknowledgment 


de of him. Ard as there is no one duty relating to our bleſ-, 


« ſed Savigur, which the Goſpel Revelation enjoins us, 
«© but whaEneceſlarily reſylts from ſome character or rela- 
* tion he bears to us; thoſe duties will appear to be, in 
<« the ſtricteſt ſenſe, of moral obligation, and amongſt the 
et eternal, and unalterable fitneſſes of things.” : 
The ſame may be ſaid of the Holy Spirit; in whoſe name 


alſo, as Chriſtians, we are baptized. © The pious and judi- 


cious Dr. Evans, (vol. 1. Serm. 16. page 339.) whoſe ſer- 
mons on the chriſtian temper are ſo highly and juſtly eſ- 
teemed, ſpeaks ſo fully te my purpoſe upon this head, that 
I cannot forbear tranſcribing what he ſays upon this ſubject. 
„The Spirit,” ſays he, ſhould be directly eyed and 


« employed by us, according to the province which he is 


«« revealed to ſuſtain. Since his agency is fo particularly 


revealed in the Goſpel, he juſtly expects that Chriſtians 


« ſhould more explicitly direct their eye to him, and ac- 
t knowledge their need of him through the courſe of the 
'« Chriſtian life, than the ſaints of former ages generally 


© did. It is true, when we pray for any ſpiritual good, 
de for any Chriſtian virtue, it is in effect praying for the ſpi- 
« Tit, becauſe God confers it on us by his Spirit; and in 
«« former ages, when the economy of the Sacred Three, in 


« the work of our ſalvation, was but darkly intimated, this 
« might be ſufficient ; as Old Teſtament ſaints did not di- 
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« rely pray in the name of Chriſt, before his mediation 
„ was clearly made known, though they were beholden to 
« that for acceptance. But now we cannot hope for'the 
« anſwer of our prayers, unleſs we offer them explicitly 
in the name of Chriſt, and actually depend upon his me- 
« diation, according to the expreſs revelation of it. So 
« it will be juſtly diſpleaſing to the Bleſſed Spirit now, if 
« an actual acknowledgment of him, in his ſpecial province, 
be neglected, when that province of his is ſo fully brought 
to light. As now we muſt live the life we live in the 
«« fleſh by the faith of the Son of God, fo alſo by the faith - 
« of his Spirit. He expects that his grace ſhould actually 
« be owned by Chriſtians in all the good they have receiv- 
„ ed or done; and without it he is like to be provoked. 
ce to ſuſpend it for the future, till they are becomingly ſen- 
« ſible to whom they are indebted; and he will be actu- 
ally depended on for the grace we farther need. An 
« habitual and lively ſenſe of our own inſufficiency for 
«« that which is good, ſhould be maintained, and a fixed 
« perſuaſion of his ability and readineſs to help our in-- 
«+ firmities ; and accordingly we ſhoald often apply to 
«« God not only for thoſe Spiritual bleſſings, which the Spi- 
« rit confers, but for the Spirit to or them. This is 
ce the way to obtain bis moſt enlarged ſupplies, when he is 
« exprefly honored as che Spirit of all grace. 

If theſe reaſonings and concluſions be juſt, they mani- 
feſtly ſhew, that an expreſs and diſtin. regard is te be had 
to the Son and Spirit, in every part of our worſhip, as 
Chriſtians, and conſequently, in all our ſongs of praiie and 
thankſgiving to God. Nor can I conceive how we'can ex- 
pect, that our ſacrifices of praiſe ſhould be acceptable under 
the Goſpel, unleſs they are offered up in expreſs depend- 
ence, upon Chriſt for the deſired acceptance, nor how our 
ſpiritual ſongs can be conformable to our knowledge and 
attainments, without a direct reference to that Spirit, whoſe 
fulneſs ſhould inſpire that gratitude and love, from which 
they ſhould proceed, and on whoſe influence we ought to 
depend for compoſing or ſinging them in a devout and ac- 
ceptable manner. For through Chriſt aue have acceſs by one 
Spzrit unto the Father (Eph. ii. 18). And no reaſon can be 
aſhgned, why this way of acceſs to the Father, through the 
don, and by the Spirit, ſhould not be as expreſsly, and as 
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diſtinttly, ſpecified and regarded in our Pſalms and Hymns. 


as in any other part of our worſhip. Nay, the Apoſtle, as 
if he had been aware, that the Church in ſucceeding ages 


miglit deviate from the doctrine and practice, which the 
Goſpel teaches, and enjoins upon this head, has particu- 
larly guarded this part of our worſhip againſt ſuch an un- 


 warrantable neglect of the Son and Spirit. In EpR. v. 18, 


19, he directs that, phen der ſpeak to one anci ber in ſalmts, 


and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, wwe ſhould be filled with e 
Spirit ; and that we ould groe thanks always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and in our text, where he ſpeaks expreſsly of Pſalmody, 


he commands, that whatſoever we do, in wword or deed, aue 


- Sould ds all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks unth 
Sed and the Father by him, © wy | 


When we conſider theſe things, it may be juſt matter of 


admiration, that perſons, profeſſing an entire dependence, 
for acceptance with God, upon the mediation and interegſ- 
ſion of his Son, ſhould have been prevailed upon, for ſo 
long a time, to condu one great and leading part of their 
worſhip without expreſſing any regard to it, fo mach as in 
one ſingle inſtance. And that in their very Pſalms and 
Hymns, iu which they are commanded to have ſuch a di- 
rect and exprefs regard to Chriſt and his Goſpel, they 
ſhould exclude both, and have recourſe to a form that 
was uſed while the fi tabernacle was yet landing ;— 
and Chriſt as he way intothe holieft of all, was not yet madt 
manifeſt. It is ſtill more extraordinary, that the profeſſed 
ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and the ſucceſſors of our holy a poſtſe 
ſhould uſe their utmoſt efforts to miſlead and deceive the 
people upon this important ſubject. It was not ſo from 
the beginning—lt was not ſo when the proud and aſſuming 
biſhop of Antioch was filenced and depoſed as a'contuma- 
cious enemy of God for aboliſhing the Hymns, uſually 
ſung in honor of Jeſus Chriſt.—It was not ſo, when they 
- who believed the divinity of our Saviour and were becom- 
- ingly ſenſible of the greatneſs of their obligations to him, 
perſevered in ſinging pſalms and hymns to his honor in the 
face of an oppoſition and perſecution, which, for fiercenels 
and cruelty has hardly been exceeded by the bittereſt ane- 
mies to Chriſtianity. RON n 
- But, you will ſay, how is it to be ſuppoſed that our fa- 
thers and the whole Church were in the dark for ſo many 
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ages? Many of them, we hope have gone to Heaven, who f 


yet ſang no other pſalms but thoſe of David. 
In anſwer to this it may be gbſerved, that if e and 
antiquity may be juſtly pleaded in favor of erroneous doc- 


trines or practices in the Church, there would never be any 


reformation. And it would be eaſy to ſhew, that our firſt 
reformers, eminent as they were for piety or zeal, were in 


ſome points, negligent or miſtaken. In the long catalogue 
of national ſins, which they confeſs and lament, they take 
no notice of the horrible and unchriſtian practice of carry-- 
ing off, into perpetual ſlavery, the peaceable and unoffend- 
ing inhabitants of Africa. A great body of them were of 


opinion, that error, and hereſy, and ſchiſm were-to-be op- 
poſed, and if poſſible, extirpated by fines, impriſonment, 


or death. Theſe things prove that they were not infalli. _ 


ble. But let us rather praiſe them for what they did, than 


blame them in inſtances where they have failed or been 


miſtaken.— They had much work upon their bands, and if, 


in the multiplicity of important objects, that demanded 
their attention, ſome were overlooked, we muſt impute it 


to human frailty, and the diſtraction of the times in which 


they lived. However, they ſaw the defects of the Old =_ 


Teſtament Pfalmody, and made ſome efforts for enlargin 

it. If they had carried their deſigns into effect, it is highly 
probable, that all ground of controverſy, on this ſubject, 
would have been long ſince removed, and that the practice 


of the Church, and the example of our fathers, could have 


not been pleaded. But ſurely, if the practice and example 
of the Church is to have any weight with us, .1t ſhould be 
that, which ſhe has ſet before us, in the earlier and purer 


times, when it appears that ſhe ſtrictly conformed to the 


directions of the apoſtle, and drew the ſubjects of her ſongs 
of praiſe and thankſgiving from the Goſpel of Chriſt. —. 
And ve have already ſhewn that the did this, for more than 
three hundred years. * 

But ſetting aſide all authority merely human let us attend 
to the voice of God in his word. He has commanded you, 
Heb. x111 15, 70 er up by Chrift the ſacrifice of praiſe con- 


 timually. — And with expreſs reference to your Pſalmody, 


Eph. v. 20, he has enjoined you, to give thanks always for 


all things unto God, even the Father in the name of our Lord 


Jeſus Chrift—He has CRE: yoo 2 as an hey prieft- -bood 
3 | 


TY 
1 
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za offer up to God ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable to God by Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 Pet. ii. 5. Now ye know, chat the ſaints under 
the. Old Teſtament offered up no prayers, praiſes nor 
thankſgivings in the name of Chriſt. They had no inftruc- 
tions and commands on this head, — But it is not ſo with 


you. Let me then aſk you, ee and in the name of 


God, why God has ſo frequently and expreſsly appointed 
you to approach him, in every part of your worſhip, in the 


name, and through the interceſſion of Chriſt, if you are at 
'. liberty to neglect it? You are commanded r do whatfoever 


you do in word or deed in the name of the Lord Feſus. And 
can the example of your fatners, or of any man upon earth, 
warrant you in proceeding to violate ſo general and ex- 
- preſs an injunction, and authorize you, in direct oppoſition; 
to the apoſtle's command, to offer up all your Pſalms, 


Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, without any reſpe& to your 


great advocate? Let me, if poſſible bring the matter home 
to every man's conſcience. 


1 


tindled againſt thie aud thy two friends 5 therefore go to my 


OO nant ob, Hr. for yourſelves 4 burnt offering, aid my 


ant Job <xill pray for you, for him will 1 accept, left I 
45 my you 06 — folly. 515 after this warning — 
command, they had neglected, or refuſed to employ the 
interceſſion of Job, would it not have been an inſtance of 

| heinous pride and rebellion; and would not God have 
jiaſtly reſented it, and ſeverely chaſtized it, as ſuch ? After 


the Jewiſh prieſthood was eſtabliſhed, and reſtricted to the 
tribe of Levi, no ſacrifices, nor offerings were to be pre- 
ſented to God but through the hands of the prieſts. It 


would have been daring preſumption for any one to have 


attempted it in his own perſon, and a ſingle inſtance of 
this, in King Uzziah, brought upon him ſevere chaſtize- 


ment, and a diſeaſe, that ever after baniſhed him from the 


— houſe of the Lord, and from the ſociety of men. 2 Chron... 


: XXV1. 16, 21. be rr ' LE 8 = 
Now if God would not allow his antient people to 


and ſeverely puniſhed the pride and 
who dared to approach him, otherwiſe than through 
their interceſſion, with what. confidence of acceptance 
can we approach him, if we neglect or deſpiſe the great 


When God ſaid to Eliphaz Job, xlii. 5. 8, My wrath i} 


approach him, but through prieſts, who had infirmity x” 
ance of any. 
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High Prieſt over the houſe of God, even Nals his own dun? 


Heb. 2. 216 | 


Thoſe of you who acknowledge the Providence of God 
in furniſhing your tables, fail not to fapplicate for a blefling 
upon your food, and to return thanks to God for it, in the 
name of Chriſt ; and how can you, through the whole o 
your lives, both in public and private, fing Pſalms, and 


* Since writing the above, the Author, caſting bis eye upon 
ſome paſſages, occurring inthe pious and juſtly celebrated Mit. 
Hus, where be ſpeaks of adoption, found ſome things, ſo immedi- - 
ately tending to illuſtrate and confirm what he had advanced, 
that he could wot help tranſcribing them. So highly does be 
efteem the Goſpel, and ſo earneſt is his ' deſire to raiſe and in- 
credſe that efteem in others, that be cheerfully embraces ibi eb. 
portunity of ſhewing how much this judicious and tleg ant wri- 
ter magnifies it, and the privileges of believers under it, as far 
exceeding all that had been ever. enjtyed before, even by the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of God*s people. OD 

« Though the condition of believers, under the Old Tifta-. 


ment wwas very illuſtrious, if compared with that of unbe- 


te lievers, whe continued the children of wrath," and beirs's 
« the treaſures of divine indignation 5 nevertheleſs that ſplen- 
«dar was eclipſed to an almoſt incredible dtgree, before the 
« Auguſt- Majeſty of baewers under the New" Teſtament, a. 
c the light of the flars before the ſun; —Which will appeat by BN 


e comparing both together. . n GENE en N. r 
e Believers under the Old Tiflament wire indeed\ font, but 1 


«« ſons, ſubjected by their Father to the lordly power, ſeveriſy 
and diſcipline of tutors, ho bound heavy burdens, 'and 
% grievous to be borne and laid them on their ſhoulders ; 
«c of whom however their Father ſaid's All whatſoever they 
« bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do; (1) namely,” a. 
« long as they commanded nothing that auas incenſiftent auitb 
<< the will of the Father. Lie were abliged tv be Jubjets o 


66. the Tweak and beggarly. elements ef the world; and * 1 $6 


the Moſaic. diſcipline, « which were, in a manner tht rattles 


e and play-things A the Church. They were enjoined like '+ i 


ce infants, quithout being ef to their own chaice, not knowing g 
«« bow to condudt themſelues, ar auhat vu fit for them — 
Touch not, taſte not. (2) | 


1 - 


(.) Matthew 23. 3, % () Cel a. 2. 
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offer up praiſes and thankſgivings to God, without expreſſ- 
ing any regard to the merits and interceſſion of Chriſt, or 
any dependence upon him for acceptance; 1s thts Serin 


by Chrift the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually ? Ts this do- 


ing N Jen do in word or e in the name of the 
| Tp YR 1 1 we its 


e „ Befiges, So were vor t admitted 1 to 5 familiarity with 
ee their Father as to penetrate into his ſecret counſel. The 
_ « mighty God did then hide himſelf, (1) excepr that their 
« tutors, at times, acquainted tbem with ſome things, relating 
& zo God's purpoſe of grace, but that rarely enough, and in 
«© many myſterious expreſſions, and under enigmatical or para- 
6 Bolical repreſentations. And though many = phets and 
* righteous men deſired to Jeu and bear may ings, Nauen 
er were not gratified.(2) os 
Mone of them was allowed to apyreach he Holy of Holies, ; 
evbich was, as it'avere the ſecret place of their Father 5 nay, 
« they bad not acceſs to the temple itſelf, which was the Fa- 
©#-thers houſe, but by means of the altar, Faw avg priefts 5 
« avithout which if. they took upon them to approach to God, 


« inſtead of a bleſſing, which they Fw: ought after, they ſhould © 
et 


*& incur their Father's diſpleaſure. ther avas it laauful for 
te them to omit" the conſtant morning and evening ſacrificꝰ (3) 


is, ** Inftead of an inberitance, the Idhd © 4 Canaan was given : 
Fg 


«as aipledge, indecd, of tbe heavenly, Jomewvbat 06/eure, 
tc and ſuch as they were commanded to be, in ſome meaſure, 


e ſubjected to, and which the godly themſelves were "_— to 


.be deftitute af, hen forced into baniſhment. + 
er, Ne caſe 0 believers,” under the New 7 lane, is quite 


. different.” ur eluler Brother - has brought us into liberty— 


er freed ut from the elements of the a= dla broken and re- 
novel that troubleſome yoke that was laid upon the jaws bf 
«be wnttents;” He bas introduced us into his Father's ferret 
* counJels-—declated" to us what he had ſeen in the boſom of the 
Father =—and" ewven'the Father himjelf.(4) He hath called 


us friends 3 for all things that he hath heard of ms Fa- | 


ther he hath made known unto us. (5) * dess 
He has conſecrated for us a new and Bring way, which 

ab may rread in full aſſurancedof faith. (6) All believers 

« are a royal e e 7 Nene 77 '\excluded rhe Holy of 


(1) Iſaiah 45, 18. (2) Matth. 13, 17. (3) Fxed. 29, 38. 
(4) John 1. * (5) Jobs x5. 15. (6) Heb, 10. 26, 22. (7) 1 Pet. 2. 9. 


— 
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U If you ſay certainly the Jews had a regard to Chriſt in 

or their worſhip, in as much as they offered-ir up through 
K prieſts and facrifices, which were types of him. This wilt. 
= not juſtify or excuſe you. The Jews lived before Chriſt : 

be the perfection of his atonement was veiled under facrifices, 


that did not make the comers thertunto perfe2; and the power 
and prevalence of his interceſſion was veiled under þigh- 


h prieſis that had infirmity. By theſe faint: ſhadows they were 
e 2 taught to hope for a perſon, who would finiſp tranſgreſſion, 
'r and bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs. But you profeſs to 
8 ce Holies—bul invited to approach with boldneſs,(1) wwirh- 
- ont ſacrifice, without priefls, truſting only in tbe alone offer- 
1 ing of Jeſus our High-prieft, whereby he hath forever per- 
y re fected them that are ſanctified. (2) And this is that better 


* hope by the which we draw nigh unto God. (3) | 

, „Hie hath not burdened ut with any ſubjection to a typical 
, « inheritance but appointed us a kingdom as his Father hath 
a eg appointed unto him.“ (4) Withus, Bock 3, Chapt. 10. 
: 1 e 
, Ouch is the vaſt ſuperiority of the flate of beliewers under 
4 _ the New 29 W 2 —— a, the Old Tefta- 
ment, as this fious author has repreſented it. They are no 

| more children under tutors —no more ſervants, but fons—they 
2 are no more obliged to approach God through prieſts and ſacri- 


* 


fices, but have boldneſs to enter into the halieſt by the blood of © i 
Jeſus, Heb, 10. 19. Their future dignity und happineſs are 
no longer weiled under the promiſes of a temporal and typical * | 
inheritance— The God of all grace hath called them unto 
his eternal glory by Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Per. 5. ic. 1 
A late author, notwithſtanding, has aſſerted, Ne have .. ö 
& already ſeen, that the Church has no new matter to ſing of 
*« in the New Teftament which ſhe had not before in the Old.*(5) 
Tf this be fo, then, the learned and pious Withus, as well as the | 
oly Apoſtles of our Lord, whoſe foorfteps he cloſely follows, Mi 
have heen greatly miſtaken. If the incarnation, life, death, WW 
. aſcenſion and zlorification of our bleſſed Lord, together auith be 
Jpecial and diftinguiſhing privileges $4 believers under the G 
pel, be not new matter, I hope our Author, eminent as he is fur 
diſcernment, will point out thoſe paſſages of the Old Teftament, iſ 
in which their accompliſhment is recorded, and the particulars 


(1) Heb. 4. 16. (2) Heb. 10. £4. (3) Heb. 7. 19. (4) Luke 23. 49. " 
| (5) Vindicic Cant. Dom. page 108. | 
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believe, that this has been longAince done. And would 
you ſubſtitute the ſhadow tor the lubitance ? Would you ap- 
proach God through a mode of acceſs, which he has ſo- 


lemnly aboliſhed ? Would you draw near to God, through 


ſacrifices, whoſe frequent repetition tefſtifhed their imper- 
fection, in preference to him; who by one Hering hath forever 
perfected them who are ſanctiſied? Would yu approach 
God by prieſts, who couid not continus by reaſon of death, and 


neglect him, ab ger liveth to make interci//ion ? In a word 


to worſhip as it there were prioſls, offering gifts on earth, 


according to the Jaw, what is it but a practical denial of the 


actual exiſtence, and perfection of our Lord's Prieſthood ? 
For the ſhadow and the ſubſtance cannot, agreeably to di- 


vine appointment, exiſt together. If, therefore, you aſſert | 
the being of the ſhadow, you deny the exiſtence of the 
— ſubſtance. If you worſhip as if there were prieſts officiating 


and offering gifts in an earthly tabernacle, you in effect deny 
that Chrift hath entered into the holy places not made with 
hands, viz. Heaven itjelf. If, therefore, you really believed 
that Chriſt's prieſthood was long fince conſummated, and 
that all other prieſts and ſacrifices were abrogated and done 
away, wholly ſwallowed up and aboliſhed in the perfection 
and glory of his prieſthood, you would ceaſe 7 worſhip, as 
F the tabernacle or temple were yet flanding, and as if prieſts 
were yet officiating, and ſacrifices were ſtill offered in them, 
and conſequently, you would give up that mode of wor- 
ſhip, that was uſed under the Old Teſtament ; for it mani- 
feſtly proceeds upon theſe ſuppoſitions, and was offered to 
„when theſe actually exiſted, hy divine appointment. 
But you will ſay you mean not real? but ſprritual ſacri- 


fes. You will give any meaning to David's words rather 


than give them up. The propenſity of mankind to go 
after the rudiments: of the world, and not aſter Chriſt, is 
truly amazing. The attachment of the Jews to-theſe ru- 


| ; reſpecting them, are diſtin&ly enumerated. Till he can do this, 


or prove that the accomplijhment of theſe wonderful events, and 
the enjoyment of the ſpecial and glorious privileges of Chriſti. 
ans, ariſing from a practical and ſaving faith in them, are 
wholly undeſerving of a Song of praiſe, from thoſe who, 
through the riches of Divine grace, have been made parta- 
ters of them, he will excuſe us if we think and believe the very 
reverſe of what he has aſſerted. | 
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diments, in the firſt days of Chriſtianity, is not much to be 
wondered at. 'They had long been accuſtomed to them, and 
had obſerved them, by divine appointment. But that they 
who are, if I may ſo ſpeak, Chriſtians by nature, and not 
deſcendents of the Jews, ſhould turn back to theſe weak and 
beggariy elements, and deſire again to be brought into bondage, 
almoſt exceeds belief. A prince who reſides in a palace, 
may retain a ſtrong affection for the obſcure and homely 
cottage, in which he was born.—A perſon, who has long 
lived under ground, and' wrought in the mines, might, for 
a time, find ſome: difficulty in reconciling himſelf to the 
brightneſs of perfect day. So the Jews, having been long 
accuſtomed to @ lamp, that ſhone in a dark place, (2 Pet. 1. 
19) might find ſome difficulty in reconciling themſelves 70 
the light of the glory of the Goſpel of Chriſt. But that the 
Gentiles, after the Sun of righteouſneſs has long ſhone upon 
them, and after they have been taught from their earlieſt 
days, to rejoice in his cheering and ſalutary rays, ſhould be 
ſtill looking for him in thoſe types and ſhadows that veiled 
and obſcured him ;—that they, after the liberty of a more 
joyful teſtament has been proclaimed, “ ſhould be for putting 
on the ancient fetters of the Iſraelites, is ſtrange indeed. 
The ark of the Lord, was to the Jews, the centre and 
compendium of all their ceremonies; yet of this it was pro- 
pheſied, Jer, iii. 16, 17. And it ſhall come to paſs whemn ye 
be muztiplied and increaſed in the land, in thoſe days, ſaith the 
Lord, they jhall ſay no more, the ark of the cavenant of the . 
Lord neither ſhall it come to mind, neither ſhall they remember 
it, neither ſhall they viſit it, neither ſhall that be done any more. 
Here, ſays Witſius, „the entire removal of the ark 
not only out of the world, but alſo from the memory, 
love and deſire of helievers 15 foretold ; and that not in 
« the form of a threatening of miſery, ſuch as was the loſs 
« of the ark, while the ceremonies were in force: but as 
« a promiſe of the moſt happy times, in which the Church 
„ ſhall have that in reality, which ſhe had formerly typi- 
« cally in the ark; and while the enjoys the ſubſtance, 
« will bear the loſs of the ſhadow; not only with equani- 
« mity and compoſure of mind, but alſo with gladneſs of 
heart. This prediction was remarkably verified in the 
Apoſtles of our Lord. Their remembrance of, and regard 


* Withus, Vol. 3. 295. + Lid Vel. 3. 323, 324. 
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| to, all former types and ſhadows Gas wholly loſt and Twal- 
- lowed up in the joy and happineſs they felt under that diſ- 


penſation, into which they found themſelves tranſlated. — 
They never mention them, but with a view to illuſtrate and 


ſet off the vaſt fuperiority of their preſent privileges 


and hopes, and to ſhew how completely they are all abro- 

ated and done away by the appearance and ſacrifice of 
Chriſt. The Apoſtle Peter repreſents the Jews themſelves 
as raiſed to their preſent. dignity and privileges for this 


very purpoſe, that they might ſhew forth the praiſes of bin 
- who had called them out of darkneſs into bis marvellous light, 


And was every part of their temper and conduct to. bear 
teſtimony to their gratitude to God for this ſignal mercy, 
while yet no mention was to be made of it in their Songs 
of praiſe? Let reaſon and common ſenſe anſwer the queſ- 
tion. But it is an obſtinate attachment to a typical and 
ceremonious worſhip, that I admire, and blame, after all 
the care the Apoſtle has taken to bring us off from it, and 
when our deliverance from it ſhould be one great ſubject of 
our gratitude to God. » 


But What mean you by ſpiritual ſacrifices ? Doyou mean 


that ſacrifice, which the ſacrifices of David typified and 


repreſented, that is the death and ſufferings of Chriſt. But 
he has long ſince. given himſelf an offering and a ſacrifice to 
God. Eph. v. 2.— Cod bath made him to be fin, or a fin-offer- 
ing for us. 2 Cor, v. 21. What propriety then can there 
be in your ſpeaking of offering him up? The Roman 


Catholics profeſs to do this in the ſacrifice of the maſs.— 


But this I perſuade myſelf is far from your meaning. You 
intend then, perhaps, the preſenting your bodies living ſucri- 
fices, Rom. xii. 1. Communicating and doing good. Heb. xiii. 
26. Or the ſacrifice of praiſe. Heb. xiii. 26.—Theſe, and 
ſuch as theſe, are the /piritual ſacrifices under the Goſpel, 
acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. ii. 5. But the fa- 
erifices under the Law had a moſt immediate. and direct 
reference, to the ſacrifice and death of Chriſt. The ſacri- 


fices of the Old Teſtament ſhewed that there was a hand- 


writing, bearing teſtimony concerning guilt not yet ex- 


iel. | | | 
But the ſpiritual ſicrifices of Chriſtians, being cfﬀered up 


through Chriſt, in the ſtrongeſt manner imply, that the 
great atonement for fin is already made, and that their 


by 
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the ſacrifice of himſelf. But I leave it to thoſe who are ſuch | 


ſtrenuous advocates for the worſhip of the Old Teſtament, 
to. conceive, in what ſenſe they ſpeak of offering thoſe 


ſacrifices, which manifeſtly, implied and declared, that the 


one /acrifice, for ever perficting them who are ſandiified, was 
not yet offered 5 whereas the ſpiritual ſacrifices of the Chriſ- 
tian, being offered up through Chrift,. are ſo many memo - 
rials of it, and declarations of his faith in it, as having 
been already offered. g 

But you will ſay; if new Pſalms and Hymns are to be 
ſung, who ſhall compoſe them? Who ſhall be ſo arrogant 
and preſumptuous as to attempt to ſuperſede David and A- 
ſaph, and riſe up to fill thoſe offices in the Chriſtian Church, 
which they diſcharged in that of the ancient Jews? _ 

When our Lord left the earth, and aſcended to glory, it 
might, with far greater propriety have been ſaid, who ſhall 
now preach the Goſpel of the kingdom . Who will now be 
ſo bold and preſumptuous, as to. undertake ta enlighten 


and convert the nations, when He who came à light into the -. 


world is withdrawn ? 


The Apoſtle, indeed, upon a contemplation of the awful j 


and important conſequences of the Goſpel miniſtry, cries 
out, ho is ſufficient for theſe things ? 2 Cor. 2, 16.. Yet, 
he ſays, 2 Cor. 4, 7. Me have this treaſure (of the Goſpel 
miniſtry) in tartben weſſels. And 2 Cor. 5, 20, he ſays, 
We are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you 
by us, we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. 


If, then, weak, frail, and fallible men have been appointed 


to riſe up in h fead of Chrift, and in his name and autho- 


rity to negotiate a reconciliation between an offended God 
and rebellious man; ſhall it be thought a ſtrange thing, that 


the children of the kingdom, inſtructed in its miſteries, and 
charmed and tranſported by the enjoyment of its bleſſings, 
ſhould attempt, in Songs of Praiſe, to celebrate the divine 
Benefits? Should it not rather be accounted matter of 
wonder and ſurpriſe if they did not? The Prophet, exult- 


ing in the diſtant proſpect of an accompliſhed redemption, 


(Iſai. 44, 22,) cries out, Sing, O ye Heavens, for the Lord 
hath done it,—ſhout ye lower parts of the Earth, Great forth 
into fing ing ye Mountains, O foreſt, and every tree therein, for 


the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael. 


—And can it be ſuppoſed, 118 Heaven and Earth, chat 
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Mountains and 'Foreſts, ſhould be called upon to unite in 


one harmonious choir of praiſe tothe Father of mercies, for 
this tranſcendent and glorious ſalvation, . while 'man, the 
great ſubje& of it, ſhonld remain filent, amidſt exulting 
nature? Or does not the Prophet rather call upon every 
ſurrounding object to bear teſtiniony againſt the ungrateful 
race, if they neglected to celebrate the riches of divine 


Grace, pouring forth, through Chriſt, ſuch a profuſion of 
bleſſings upon themſelves? Or can we ſuppoſe, that theſe 
-1nanimate and inſenſible creatures are called upon to break 


forth into ſinging, and that God would refuſe the tribute 


of a Song of thanks from a ſoul, that was filled, and tranſ- 


ported with a ſenſe of his goodneſs? _. Fa 


Bunt in direct anſwer to the queſtion, let it be obſerved, 


that the Apoſtle, both in my text, and in the parallel paſ- 
ſage, Eph. 5, 19, addreſſes the whole Church. He direQs 
them, from the aword of Chriſt, to teach, admoniſh, or peak 
to one another, in Pſalms, Hymns and ſdiritual Songs. To 


compoſe theſe in an acceptable and editying manner, tee 
things appear to be requiſite: 1. A competent knowledge. 
of the doctrines and precepts of Chriſtianity. - 2. The aids 


and influences of the Holy Spirit. 3. Some talent for po- 
etry and verſification. . 
As to the firſt of theſe, it is attainable by all Church 


members, who have ſufficient capacity, - opportunity and 


diligence to obtain information. As to the ſecond, it is a 


gift conferred upon all true believers.— , any man thirſt, 
ſays Chriſt, let him come lo nt and drink. John. 6, 37. Lhis- 
pale be of the Spirit, which they that believe on him ſhould 
receive. And accordingly the Goſpel is called the e-. 
ftration of the Spirit. 2 Cor. 3, 8: And Chriſtians are ſaid 
to be led by the ſpirit of God. Rom. 8, 14. Tolivein the 


pirit and to walk in the ſpirit. Gal. 5, 25. 
That they who are thus furniſhed ſhould edify one ano- 


ther (1 Theſ. 15. 11.) ſhould exhort one aucther, Heb. 3. 13, 


admoniſh one another (Rom. 15. 4.) ſhould comfert and warn 


one another, (x The. 4. 18, and 5. 14.) is ſtrictly enjoined. - 


And if any of the members of the Churches of Epheſus or 
Coloſſe, had been further enriched” by a talent for poetry, 
and had been capable of communicating knowledge, or 


comfort, or advice to their Chriſtian brethren im its agree- 


able ſtyle and harmonious numbers, would it not have been 
their duty ?!—Why had God beſtowed upon them ſo rare 


eee ee 


nicating inſtruction in this way. 
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and excellent an endowment, if he had not permitted them 
to employ it? And to what nobler purpoſes could they em- 
ploy it, than in furniſhing themſelves and others with mat- 
ter of praiſe and thankſgiving to God, and of edification 
and comfort to their own ſouls? If inſtruction, admoniti- 
on and mutual exhortetion were their duty in their common 
converſation, do they become fin by being communicated 
in a Pſalm or Hymn ? So far from it, that the communicat- 
ing theſe, in this way, is the very duty enjoined upon all, 
who were capable of it, in the words of my text. | 
The Apoſtle Paul, where he ſpeaks of ee gifts, 
enjoins it upon Chriſtians, 1. Cor. 14 12. That they ſeek 
that they may excel, or abound, to the edifying of the Church, 
If the great ſewiſn preacher, raiſed to tae throne of Iſrael,* 


being wiſe ſought out and jet in order many proverbs ; if he, 7585 


in order t teach the peaple knowledge, in the moſt agreeable * 
manner, /ought out acceptable words, and ſet off his precepts 
with the ornaments and graces of poetry, is not the Chrif. 
tian under equal obligations? Can it be unlawful for us 


to take the ſame methods of inculcating the great doctrines 


and duties of Chriſtianity, which men, led by the Spirit of 
God, took to inculcate knowledge and precepts, that can 
by no means claim a ſuperiority either of nature or origi- 
nal? Nay, an example. in this caſe, is equivalent to a com- 
mand to all who have capacity or opportunity of commu- 

But you will ſay; David and Solomon were immedi- 
« ately guided and directed by the Holy Spirit and it would 
« be preſumption in us who can have no pretenſions to im- 
e mediate and extraordinary inſpiration, to follow them in 
« celebrating the divine benefits, or in giving forth the 
«« precepts. or motives of holy living.” 

Such reaſoning as this may appear plauſible ; it ſeems 
to carry in it great appearance of reſpe& for the ſacred 
writers, and for the Holy Spirit, by whom they were gui- 


ded. —But it is extremely fallacious, and, if generally ap- 


plied, will be found to have a very unfriendly aſpe& upon 
religion and virtue, and to deſtroy the force of all example. 
If we may not follow the example of men, who were un- 
der the divine impulſe and direction, then much leſs may - 


* Eccl. 12. 9, 10. 
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| | be 

we follow the example of the Bleſſed God himſelf. And anc 

yet the Apoſtle calls upon Chriſtians 70 be followers of God que 

as dear children, Eph. v. 1.—And the Apoſtle (1 Pet. i. 15, the 

16.) Says : As be who hath called you is holy, jo be ye holy in live 

all manner of converſation, for it is written ; Be ye holy, for Wh} 

J am holy. —If the force of the reaſoning above mentioned dif; 

were allowed, who would preach after the apoſtle Paul, or the 

who would teach after the Son of God ?—And yet Chriſ- con 

tians in the words of my text are commanded to teach one Gag 
another. | | | lea\ 

But you will ſay, if every one endowed with a talent for his 

poetry be permitted or encouraged to compoſe Hymns and my 
Spiritual Songs, the Church will be over-run with ſuch mer 
compoſitions. I would make the ſame anſwer to this, that he { 
Moſes did to Joſhua, when he requeſted him to forbid El- diat 

dad and Medad to prophecy. Num. xi. 29, Would Ged, and 
that all the Lerd's people were prophets, and that the Lord as 1 

' avould put his Spirit upon them. No miniſter of Chriſt, or but 
lover of ſouls has any juſt reaſon to be alarmed at the proſ- yeal 
pect of numbers, riſing up to celebrate the divine benefits, Fat! 

to magnify the bleſſings and grace of the Goſpel, and to that 
recommend the great truths and duties of religion in com- Chu 
=. poſitions of any kind. And wherever God has given men whit 
4 | 2 genius and capacity for doing theſe things, in the apree- wet 
able language and numbers of poetry, it.ſhould be ſtudi- Spir 
ouſly improved for ſuch valuable purpoſes. Men who are Poet 
enriched with ſuch rare and excellent endowments, ſhould - dom 
conſider the great original from whence they have flowed, his x 
ſhould employ them 2 his glory, and for the edification loſs 
of his Church. They ſhould not ſuffer ſuch a talent to lie be I 
dormant and uſeleſs, but improve it to promote the devo- prop 
tion and edification of their fellow Chriſtians. They are n, e 
ftewards of the manifold grace of God,* and it is to their inter 


Lord, and not to frail and fallible men, that they are to 
give an account. God never does any thing in vain, and 
wherever he beſtows ſuch eminent gifts, and excites men 
to devote them to the ſervice of religion and virtue, ſome 
good will be done. | . 

In a word, if God has continued the gift of poetry in 
his church, if he has thereby ſhewn, that it is to be exer- 
ciſed and improved, if the great purpoſes for which it is to 


* 1 Pet. iv. 10. 
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2 eee eee 


| 


be employed, be to promote the glory of its great original, 


and the devotion and edification of the Church; the great 


queſtion is; or rather can it be any queſtion at at all; whe- 
ther it is to be principally employed in celebrating the de- 
liverances of Iirael, or redemption by the Son of God f— 
Whether it is to borrow its lights from prophecy, and a 
diſpenſation foreſhadowing good- things to come, or from 


the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chrift e Whether it is tio 


communicate inſtruction and admonition, wholly from what 
God pale in time paſt unto the fathers by the prophets, and 
leave out all, that he hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by 
his Son, wwhom he hath appointed heir of all things ?+ 
Whether the writer, whatever his knowledge and attain- 
ments may be, under all the fulneſs of the Spirit, as ſoon as 
he ſets himſelf to expreſs his ſentiments in verſe, is imme- 
diately to conceive himſelf, and thoſe, whom he is to teach 


and admoniſh in Pſalms, Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, not 
as living in this advanced ſtate of the Church and the world, 


but as actually living and reſiding in Judea, three thouſand 
yearsago? Whether, inſtead of giving thanks unto God and the 
Father for all things, he is to give him thanks for nothing, 
that he has done for himſelf or his fellow Chriſtians, for the 
Church or the world, in that long ſeries of ages, and events 
which have paſſed ſince the days of David ?— What ſhall 
we ſay to theſe things It can never be the md of the 
Spirit, it can never be the will of God, that the Chriſtian 
Poet ſhould paſs over in ſilence thoſe glorious acts of wiſ- 
dom and love, in the proſpect of which he has ſo often, by 
his prophets, commanded all nature to rejoice. I am at a 
loſs to expreſs' my aſtoniſhment at the thought, that I ſhould 
be led to plead the cauſe of the Goſpel, or to evince the 
propriety and reaſonableneſs of expreſſing our gratitude for 
rt, our glorying in it, and endeavouring to promote its 
intereſt, in any way of which the heart, the voice, or elo- 
quence of man is capable ?— - . "ts 
What I ſhall farthey advance upon this ſubject will refer 
chiefly to the Miniſters of Chriſt. , x FO 
Our heavenly Father, in condeſcenſion to our weakneſs,” 
as a trial of our ſubjection and obedience, and in order to 
illuſtrate the glory of his power, in the converſion and ſal- 


® 2 Cor, Iv, 4. ＋ Heb. sf. 1. 1 Eph, V. AO, 
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vation of men, has depoſited the precious fregſur of the 
Goſpel in earthen weſfjels.* But as men like ourſelves; weak 


and unworthy as they are, have been appointed to the im- 
portant office of gathering and edifying his Church, we 


malt conceive them to be fully authorized, and furniſhed 
for this purpoſe, —They are honored with every appellati- 
on, that may lead them to form juſt conceptions of the 
importance, and dignity of their office, and that may pro- 


cure from the people a proper reſpect and eſteem for their 


miniſtrations.—They are /ervants 7 Chrift+ appointed over 
the other members of hit houſehold. They are ambaſaders 


for Chrift,t and delegated to addreſs the people in the name, 


and ffead of Chrift. They are flewards of the. myſteries of 
Cod, & and are entruſted with the adminiſtration of the word, 


. . and of the ſolemn ſeals of the Covenant of Grace. They 

_ ſpeak to the people in the name of God, and offer up to 
God, through Jefus Chriſt, the adorations and praiſes, the 

_" petitions and thankſgivings of the people. To them it com- 


mitted the word of reconciliation.) To inſtruct and admoniſh is 


the great buſineſs of their office. Theſe two branches of duty, 


if they are diſcharged in their full extent, comprize, 1n a 
manner, the whole of their public bufineſs, as preachers of 
the Goſpel. * To them, therefore, the, command and in- 
junction of teaching and admoniſbing the people, in P/alms, 
Huss, and Spiritual Songs, mult be confidered as more. eſ- 


pecjally directed. Nor will it avail to ſay, that they teach 

their hearers, in catechiſing and preaching, and, that in 
theſe, they take every opportunity of reproving, rebuking 
and exhorting their. hearers. The command of the Apo- 


ſtle requires, that their inſtructions, exhortations and re- 
roofs ſhould be as well, and as faithfully, communicated 


in their P/alms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, as in their ſer- 
mons; and conſequently, that the ſame leſſons of knowledge 
to enlighten the underſtandings of their people, and of re- 


proof, and exhortation to direct, and.animate them in the 


way of their duty, ſhould be found in the one, as in the other. 


Beſides, they live under the mini/tration of the Spirit, ee 


and if they have reaſon to expect his aid iu prayer, and in 


preaching the word, which they are often called to perform 


4 2 Cor. 4. 7. 
§ 1 Cer. 4. 1. 


2 Cor. v. 19. 
2 Cor. 3, 8. | 


+ Matth. 24-45. | 1 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
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They are Minifters of the New Teflamept,* perſons. whom 


their Lord has magnified above the-prophets,f andieven a- 
bove the Baptiſt himſelf, his on immediate forerunner. 
Surely then, if the miniſters of Chriſt, after having been ſo 
highly honored by their divine maſter, after having heard, 
as from his own mouth, thoſe leſſons of wiſdom, which he 
came from Heaven to reveal ; if after he has treated them 
as friends, and made known to ibem all things that be heard 
F his Fatber, f they ſhould in any part of their miniſtrati- 
ons, conceal or diſguiſe their ſuperior honor and advantag- 
es, and teach, not as the megengers and ambaſſadors. of the 
Son of God, but, as if they were the diſciples: of Moſes- 
and the prophets, they would be highly ungrateful to him, 
who had raiſed them to ſo high an honor, and bleſſed them 


with ſo clear a light, and be unfaithful to the: people of 
their charge. e 440 


They have ſeen, and heard many things which many high-! 


ly favored kings and prophets in vain defired to ſee and hear, 5 


and ſhall they not be allowed to declare them ?--Nay, 
ſhall they take thoſe very prophets, and kings for the models 


of their teaching, neglecting the great Apoſtle, and High- 
3 e 


Prieft of their profeion, Chriff' Feſus f 
If we could: exhibit the types both of perſans and 9 0 
8 


that under the Old Teſtament, were appainted to fore. 


nify the coming of our Lord, his humiliation, his ſufferings, 
his exaltation, and the bleſſings conſequent upon them, in 
_— glory, of which they are capable, they would va- 
niſh upon the appearance of the Sur of Righteouſneſs like 
the ſtars before the ſun in his ſtrength. Het Bet 
What was the deliverance of Iſrael from their bondage 
in Egypt, and from the wrath and tyranny of Pharaoh, by 
the hand of Moſes, compared with the deliverance of all 
true believers from the wrath of God, and the terrors of a 
violated law ?— What are the victories and triumphs of 


Joſhua, and the ſubſequent ſettlement of Iſrael in the pro- 


miſed land, where they were till ſurrounded with ene- 


* 2 Cor. iii. 6. + Luke vii. 28. t Jobs xv. 15, 


$ Matthew xiii. 17. „ A.. i. 1. 


without previous fudy and meditation, they ſurely may 
expect his ald And direction in chooſing, or compoſing, a2 
Pſalm or Hymn; deſigned to inſtruct and edify the people, 


or to celebrate the praiſes of their God and their Redeemer. 
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= i mies and evils, liable to captivity and death; to the triumphs - the 
- of the Son of God who delivers his people from the Lond. 1 
| age of corruption, frees them from the ſnare of the Devil, he 
_ diſarms Death / i ting, and the grave} of its power, and | f 
—_ wil raiſe them to a place and ſtate, where God avill appoint - rec 
| them ſalvation for walls and bullwarks ?!$— What was the 2 
abaſement of David, driven from the throne of Iſrael, and 8 
all the ſorrows and diſtreſſes of that holy man, ariſing from Þy 


the unnatural baſeneſs and treachery of his ſon, and the 


| 
_ - ingratitude and cruelty of his ſubjects, and from the | 
—_ =pprebenſions of divine wrath incenſed againſt him for 15 
= his fins, compared to the abaſement of the Son of God, © 
_ wholeft the throne of Heaven, who, in the likene/+ of forful exh 
= feſp|| conflicted with poverty and contempt, endured tb. our 
_ con!radiftion of ſinners againſt himſelf, whoſe ſoul was over-' pal 
= whelmed with e es anguiſh and horror, ' when the _ 2 
_ Lord laid upon him the iniguities of us all ;** and who, though Das 
= ; he was perfectly holy, ſubmitted to be treated as an im- Pra 
päoſtor and malefactor, and to expire in the painful) igno- vw 
minious, and curſed death of the croſs ?-—-David'was re- ber 
= [| ſtored from his abaſement and baniſhment, he was eſtab- "erp 
_ liſhed on the throne of Iſrael, raiſed to be the head of the _ and 
8 Heathen,++4 and ſome of the ſurrounding nations were made nity 
= 4 *# tributary to him. But what is all this, to the circumſtances ti 1 
of triumph and glory, in which our Redeemer came forth 2 
| 4 from the priſon of the grave, to the extenſive and ever- ſluffet 
laſting dominion conferred upon him, and to the dignity we & 
N to which God has exalied him, hawing ſet him at his own (| ©? * : 
= right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality © + Hs 
” | an peer, and might and dominion, and every name, that i: tation 
_ rammed, not only in this world, but that which is to comett ? band 
_ | And may I not be allowed to aſk ; What portion hawe abe in mor 
_ | David? neither have we inheritance in the ſon ef Jeſſe. His puny 
obedience and ſubmiſſion to the divine law, his ſorrows and tratio 
_ | ſufferings, his triumphs and exaltation however diſtinguiſned offer 
=. and illuſtrious, were perſonal, and had no influence, reſem- _ oats, ( 
4 | bling that of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Our gracious Redeemer Roe 
2 | appeared, and acted, in every thing, as the head and — Al 
* 2 * Rom. wit. 21. + 2 Tim. 11. 26. A. 1 1 Cor. xv. 55. = Eph 
* 1 $ 1fai. xxvi. 1, *|| Rom. viii. 3. ¶ Heb. xii. 3. 1 Ee 
1 ** 1/ai, liii. 6. ++ P/al. æviii. 43. II Eph.4. 19, 20. 6 Ph 
: : 2) x. 
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Saviour of biz body the Church.* The Apoſtle cxprefſes the intimacy _ 
of the union between Chriſt and believers in the ſtrongeſt terms when 
he ſays, I Cor. vi. 15, 17. Wu ye not, that your bodies are members of 
Cbriſ and be that if joined to the Lord is one Spirit. + greeably to this, 
if he ſuffered, we are ſaid to ſuffer ith bin, f if be died we are to 
reckon ourſelves as dead with bim,f if he be crucified, our old man is 
crucified with him & if he is riſen, we alſo are quickened together with 
him, and made to ſit together in heavenly places, in 2 


hriſ Faſus. By b's 
obedience be are made righteous, and by bis firipes we ave bealed ;**-— He 
it entered into Heaven as our forerunner, FF and from thence'we look for 
him as our Savi u to deliver us ſrom every enemy, that remains 
yet to be ſubdued, and to receive us to thoſe manſions. of bliſs and 
glory, aubich be js gon before to prepare for us,FF and in which he now 
lives and reigns on aur beha f And are theſe glorious and edifying 
doctrines, ſo important to be known and believed, together with the 
exhcortations to holineſs, comſort, and heavenly-mindedneſe, which 


our Lord and his Apoſt'es have ſounded upon them, to he paſſed over 


in fitence, by the miniſterg pf Ghriſt, whenever they go about 7oteach 
and admenifs their people in Pſalms and Hymns — And are the actions 
and-iuffirings ef an obſcur and diſtant type, even of the potriareb 
David, 2e is both dead and buried, to be ceicbrated in our Seng ot 
- Praiſe; iniierd ui the beneficial deeds of the great Captain of eur Sal- 
vation whe; ſyflered and died, and who now lives and teigns for gur 
eternadinteteſt and happineſs? Shall we thus deroyate from the g- 
| nity, obſcure the glory, and ſtrike out from our Songs of Fraiſe the 
very name of that divine Perf ein. whom his Father bas ſo bighty exalted, 
and hom duty, gratitude, and intere't conſtrain us to adore, to may- 
nify and exalt in every way, in which we ate capable of doing it? 
If then our inte reſt in the bleſſed Jeſus, our unfſpeikadle obiga» 
tions to him and his tranſcendent and divine dignity, render it diſ- 
parag ing to him, and ungrateful in us, to ſubſtitute che actions, the 
ſufferings, or name of any other perſen in the place of his, what ſhall 
we ſay ot thoſe things that prefigured him ? When teaching our peo- 
ple ſhalj we ſpeik only of high-prirfls who had infirmity,(1) and of - 
p< rv that could never tale away ſins,(2) and ſay nothing of aur great 
igh-prieft, bo, after he had er ed one ſacrifice for fins, in ſull maniſeſ- 
tation ot. its prevalence and acceptance, forever ſat dawn at the right 
Land of God ?(3) The tranſcendent }ove of God to a periſhing wortd, 
and the tuii fccurity that all true believers have, that they mall be 
made partakers of eternal lite, are ſubjects, upon which we ſhould 
dwell with peculizr delight. And ſhall we draw our proofs and illuſ- 
trations of theſe important and intereſting truths from the flying and 
offering the paſchai lamb, from the ſhedding the blood of bulls and of 
goals (4) and not from his giving up his own Son ),) Shai'we ad the 
people to the language aud types of the Old Teſtament in order that 
they may be able to comprehend with all Saints, what. is the breadth 
end length, the depth and height of the love of Chriſt,(6) wen ve have 


* Fpb, v. 23. + Rom. 8.17, 1 Rom. 6. 7. 5 Rem. 6, 6. 
Þ} Eph. 2. 5, 6. J Rom. 5. 9. 1 Pet. 2. 24. . Heb. 6. 20. 
11 Phil, 3. 2. 55 J 14 2 Ad 2. 29. (1) Hab. 3. 28. 
(2) x, 11, (3) 1. 3. (4) &. 4. (J) Rom, v. 8, vii, 38. (6) Eph, iii. 18,19. 
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fi-n which we are called, not only to admire, 
this mind be in you, ſays the Apoſtle, Phil. ii: 5, 6, , which was alſo 
in Chriſt Jeſus; bo being in the form of God( thtupht it not r to be 
equal with God, but made himſelf of no r ion and tool upon him the form 
of a OE, and was mad: in the likeneſs of men, and being found in faſdion 


as a man. 
of the Creſs. | | 
What ſhall 1 more fay ?—The Jews might be led to venerate David 


their prince, they might be led to celebrate the actiom of his life, 


daily, in their public devotions, as foreſhadowing the actions of the 
Son of God; they might he led to ſubmit cheerſully to the daily ex» 
pence, and drudyery of offering ſacrifices for the ſame cauſe ; but 


. whether it be proper for Chriſtians'to do either the one or the other, 
- to the excluſi m of all mention of the name of the Lord Feſus, and of 


that one ſacrifice for fins, which, when he. had offered, be forever ſat down 
af the right band ef Ged,(1) | leave to the reaſon and conſcience of ev- 
ery Chriſtian to judge. Why ſhould we be of different ſentiments on 
this ſubject ?—7s Chrift divided ?— Was David crucified for #s ? or vere 
we, baptiſed in the name of David ?(2) | | 

Let me not be accounted aſſuming, if my zeal for the Goſpel] and 
my earneſt deſire to have its glorious light introduced mto every part 
& our public devotions, incite me ill farther to ſpeak to my ſathers 
and'brethren in the miniſtry. EINE 1700 

Me have already heard the ſacred writers, repreſenting the ſtate of 
the Jewiſh p-ople, before the appearance of our Saviour, as a ſtate 
of deplorabic darkneſs: The brighteſt lights of the Church have ſub- 


ſcribed to the ſame truth —(3) ** What can there be, at moſt, ſays. 
Wifius, “ but twilight beſor« the riſing of the fun. The Lord there- 


4% ſore diſpenſed the light of his word to them, in ſuch a manner, 


guage unte a lamp that fbineth in a dark place, 2 Pet. i. 19. When he 
calis it a lamp he intimates ti e abſence of the ſun; and when he ſpeaks 
of a dark place he repreſents the ſtate of the antients, which, amidſt 


the darkneſs, had the glimmering ſmall light of a burning 8 1 
e nas 
copied the following expreſſions from Calvin.—(4) ** What did the 


which is uſed only in the night time, not in the full day, 


„jaw and the prophets diſcover to thoſe who lived in their days? 
Certain nothing but a taſte of that wiſdom, which was aſterwards 
& to. be clearly _aiſplayed, by foretelling it as ſhining at a diſtance, — 


% Whenever Chriſt can be pointed out with the finger, the kingdom 
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before our eyes, in the bright original himſelf, a * and eondeſcen- 
u 


t to imitate? Let 


umb led bimſe; „ and became obedient unto death, even the death ' 


_—— 


that they couid only view it {till at a diſtance and cbſcurely,””— 
| Peter has elegantly repreſented this, by comparing the prophetic lan- 


« of God is diſcioſed.. For in bim, ſays Calvin, are laid open all 


i thoſe treaſures of wiſdom and underſtanding, by which we pene- 
ve trate almoſt into the ſecret places of Heaven, quibus prope ad ins 


— - 


gli adyta penetratur P61 


And can we as miniſters of Chriſt, ofter this Sun of rightrouſneſe bas © 


riſen, and after the light of the glory of bis Goſpel has ſbenc uf on us, teach | 


our p-ople, as if we, and they were fi! living in @ dark place, and 


enlightened only by the giimmering, ſmall light of a burning taper ? | 


(1) Heb. a. 12. (2) 1 Cor, i. 13. (3) Wiifturb. 4. 4b. 13. fec. 5. 
(4) Calv. lib. 3. cb. Ii, fee. 5. [5] Cal. init. libe2, cb. 11. fee, 5. ad finems. 
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It would ſurely be ſtrauge and unaccountable hh li bi is come inte the 
world, and, that the very miniſters of that light ſhould chooſe to com- 
municate their inſtructions, and admonitions, as in a dark place, and 
by the light of a taper. ' . 
Ide Apoſtle, after having repreſented the divine dignity of our 
Saviour, as inſiniteiy tranſcending that of the angels, the prophets, or 
any other meſſengers, whom God had fotaerly'emiptoyed in inſtruct - 
ing and reforming the world, fays, Heb. 2. 3. How /ball wwe eſcape 4 
we negledt ſo gredt ſalvation, which at the firfl began to be ſpoken by the Lord? 
And can we with this word of Chriſt 1n'our hands, with fbi Goſpel 
of our Salvation[ 1] in fall poſſeſſion, publiſhed and declared by the - 
Son of God, acquit ourſelves of treating it with nell, if, in any part 
of our miniſtratrons, we paſs it over, as if our Lord had ac ber ſpoken it ? 
Where is our gratitude to cur heavenly Father for addreſſing us by 
this glorious and divine me ſſanger, or to the amazing grace of him, 
who condeſcended to humble, and abaſe himſelf to become our teacher, 
if whenſoever we go t fedch and admoniſb our people in Fſalms and 
2 we prefer the teachings of the prophets to thoſe of the Son of 

od. : | 

Surely, if every other eye Kould be blind to the 8 oſ our great 
Emanuel, it every other heart ſhould be ungrateful for the bright and 
g'orious light and tidings, he has brought into the world, it ſhould ne- 
ver be the caſe with thoſe, whoſe buſineis and office it is to diſplay and 
declare them, The prophet Iſaiah (Ch. 52. 7. 8) has celebrated the 
approach of this heavenly meſſenger, and foretoid the eff-& it ſhould 
have upon the miniſters of religion. How beautiful, ſays he, upon the 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth goꝛd tidinge, that publiſbetb peace, 
that 3 tidings of good, that publiſbe'h alvation, that ſaith unts 
Zion thy reigneth. Thy tuatebmen ſball lift up the voice, with the 
voice together foal they Ang. for they ſhall fee eye to eye, when the Lord Dall 
bring again Zion: Now this divine meſſenger has appeared, we have 


een him eye to eye, he has dwelt amony us, 10e bave beheld his glory, and 


we have heard, from his own mouth, the good Yidings of peace, and 
meſſages of Salvation. And ſhall we, after all this, not do, what the 
prophet ſays we ſhould have done, even upon bis diſtant approach ? 
Was even #h:s ſufficient to have raiſed a joy of heart, that would break 
forth into Songs of Praiſe and exultation ; and ſhall not his appearing _ 
bis proclaiming peace, and good will towards men, his putchaſing for us 
and {-curing to us the molt valuable bleſſings, have, if poſſibſe, a Rill 
greater effect ? Shall we, whoſe office it is ro 2 Cbriſt Feſus be 
Tord, [ 2] by our ſilence of him in our Songs of Joy, manifeu a want 
of that gratitude, which the prophet expected and foretold? Shall 
we declare to the word, that his appearance, and bleſßags are not ſo 
defirable, as he apprehended them to be, or jcad mankind to call in 
queſtion the truth of his predictions? Sh lwe never confeſs in Songs 
of praiſe and gratitude to God what our tyer bave fern, tobat our ears 
bave heard, and our hand: bave handled of the ward of fe [3] nor ſhew- 
forth the praiſes of him, who, at ſu h an expence of abaſement and 
ſuffering, has called ur out of darkneſs into bis marvellaus light [ 4]—No : 
Let gratitude to Heaven, let our duty and obligations to a crucified, 
riſen, and exalted Saviour conſtrain us to declare what we have ſeen an 


(4) Erl. i. 13 ([a] 2 Cer. 4. 5. [4 i Jobn 5. x, [41.1 Pet, 2. 9. 
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beard that others may be convinced of the high value we ſet upon the 
great Salvation, may learn to mingle their Songs with ours, and ſeek 
aft-r that communion and fellowwfoip with the Father and with bis Son Je- 


ſus, LI] in which they hear us exprefſing our glory and our joy. | 
Let me farther obſerve, that in adhering to the Old Teſtament 
. Pſalmody, we ſpeak of the tabernacle or temple as ſtill ſtanding; we 


teach our pecple to ſing, as offering ſacrifices, or promiſing to offer 
them, at Jeruſalem, though theſe things cannot he m4 in their pre- 
ſeut circumitances, even by the Jews themſelves. Thus do we teach 
our people to view Chriſt through the veil of thoſe types and ſhadows, 
which fore-fignified his coming, and to maintain 8 great veneration 


and reſpect ſor ordinances, that he has aboliſhed at the expence of his 
ſufferings and death, while we ſay nothing of baptiſm and the Lord's 
ſupper, which he has appointed as memorials of his having appeared, 
and which he has commanded us to obſcrve, as public and ſolemn de- 


clarations of our faith in him. our dependence upon him, and grati- 
tude to him, and as tolemn ſeals of the new covenant. | 

To theſe ordinances, there is nct, I conceive, the moſt diſtant re- 
ference in the whole Old Teſtament Pſalmody. And do they, v ho 
are to adminiſter them, need to be told how neceflary it is that the 
people ſhould be care fully inſtructed in their nature, deſign, and in 
the importance of obſerving them? And need we to remind them, 


how often the Apoſtles ſpeak to Chriſtians, as having been baptized, 


and preſs upon them a diſting»iſhing degree of mortefication and holi- 
neſs, as what they are ſtrongly obliged to by this ſolemn ordinance 8 


And when we come to devote the dear lambs of cv; flock to the 
_ ther, Son, and Spirit, ean we forbear a Song of Praiſe to that God, 


who. bath: brought them nigh - by the bloed*of bis Son, 3] to that graci- 
ous Redeemer who gathers them with his arm,[4] and Sho has appr inted 
them to be waſhed with pure water #5] in token of the greateſt bi eſ- 
ſings; and to that divine Agent, by whom we hope hey bail be made 
meet to be pariakers of the inheritence of the Saints in tight [6] © 


The mournſul ſcaſon and aff: &ing cit cumſtai ce,“ in which our 
Lord inſtituted his ſupper, the ſpecia! care he has taken in appoint- 


ing the Evangeliſts to record the deſign and circumſtances of its 
inſtitution, and his communicating theſ: ty ſpecial revelation to the 
Apoſtie Paul, + manifeſtly ſhew, how important it'was in the eſtima- 
tion of our Saviout, that all his diſciples ſhould be early and diligently 
informed ef it, and ſtricty erjoined to obſerve it. And, indeed, 


the manifeſtation of the Son ol God, his low abaſement, his ince flant 


labors, his extreme ſuffer:ngs ſor the ſaivation of mer, are acts of 


Providence the moſt amazing, are events the moſt glorious, the moſt 


important, the moſi intereſting o mar. kind. to Chriſtians, that ever the 
world ſaw, On theſe all our hopes of pardon, peace, and eternal hzppt- 


- neſs are founded. Now it is that we may recollect with lively grati- 


- tude thefe wonderful things that we may perpetuate the remembrance 
of them, and declare to the o our ſenſe of their reality and impor- 
tance, that our Lord has appointed us to ceiebrate the ordinance of which 


1 am ſpeaking. Surely, then, it may wel appear firange, and unac- 


[1] 1 John i. 3. 
144 1/a. xl. 11. 225 (5 Epb. . 26. 
S 7 Cor. xi. 23. | + Dia. 


(©) Col. i. 12. 


[2] Rem. vi. 4. Cal. iii, 27. [3] Eb. ii. 13 
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countable, that in all the P/alms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, accom- 
panying our celebration of this ordinance, there ſhould be no refer- 
ence to the accompliſhment of thoſe events, with which we prote:s 
our ſelves ſo deeply affected, nor to the infinite love of God, manifeſted 
in it, nor to the infinite love te men, and that anxious concern for 
our edificativn and comſort, which our Lord diſplayed in inſtituting 
this ordinance, at a time when all his thoughts might have been fwal- 
lowed up in the affecting view, he had of the horror and diſtreſs of 
his approaching ſufferings. When we ſee our Redeemer evidently 
ſet forth as crucified before us} waſhing us and our people, from our fins 
in bis blood, & (cating us round his table, and hear him inviting us 
to ſu with bim, and condelcending fo ſup with ut, ſhall we, or can 
we, ſuppreſs all mention, in our Songs of Praiſe, of that dear and 
exceilent perſon, whoſe love we are aſſembled to record, who has 
engaged us by every tie to celebrate his giories, and in wwho/e name We 
are expreſs y commanded to offer up to God all our petitions and 
thankſgivings. xy 2 8 
When ow this ſolemn and intereſting occaſion we ſet onrfelves to 
teach our people in Pſalms and Hymas, no ſubject can be more pergi» 
nent or proper fur us to dwell upon, than the holy ordinance in which 
we are immediate engaged; and the ſolemn exerciſes of entering 
into, and ſeating an everlaſting covenant with God, in which our 
hearts ſuould then be employed, and the aſtoniſhing love of God aud 
grace of Chriſt, which have opened a way ſor our admiſſion to ſuch 
an exilted honor and priviiege, When we are- called to view our 
Lord, ſurrounded with his diſciples in the chamber where he inſtitu» 
ted this ordinance—to follow him to his agonies in the garden, where 
his enemies ſeized him, a diſciple betrayed him, and the reſt forſook 
him and fled—when our faith ſhov'd behold the Captain of our Sal- 
vation, condemned as a-malefactor, ſcourged, buffetted, his head 
crowned with thorns, his feet and hands pierced with nails, and hin- 
ſelf raiſed on the Croſs, bearing our fins in bis own body,“ and there 
giving us the laſt, the dearett and moſt expenive proof of his love. 
When Chriſt is tus evidently ſet forth, as crucifizd before us, and 
when his expreſs command, and the very nature and d:(ign of the 
ordinance, in Which we are engaged, unit? in calling us to remember 
him, ſhall we who are his miniſters, call off the attention of our peo- 
ple from the great High-pricft of our profeſſim, Chriſt Feſus & to the 
obſcure types and ſhadews of an antiquated diſpenſation? - Where 
ſhall we go to find ſuch 2 bright and ſhining example of zeal for 
the glory- of God, of calm and unrepining ſubmiſſion to his will, of 
invincible fortitude and patience, of love to men, of a m-ek and for- 
giving ſpirit, as are manifeſted and diſplayed by the ſuffering, dying 
Siviour!? Where ſhall we go to kindle the flame of our devation to 
God, of our zeal in his ſervice, of our love to our lord, if the fire of 
that altar, on which he off.red up himſelf, be inſufficient for this 
purpoſe ? -_ kt : 
ly a word, my dear brethren, before the coming of our Lord, Meo/: 
and the prophets wrote him, I the types and ſhadows ol the law fore- 


1 Gal. iii. 1. & Kev. i 5. Kev. iti. 20. 
* x Pet. ii. 24. I Luke xxii« 19. 1 Core i. 24, 26. 
© Heb, iii. I. Job i. 45. 8 | 
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ſignified him. And we have been taught to believe, chat the moſt 
important revolutions, in empires and kingdoms, were deſigned by 
Providence, to, make way for his approach, -and to facilitate the 
ſpreading of bis Goſpel. And ſince his departure from the earth, 
the Apoſtles, whom he com mifſioned—the paftors.and teachers, whom 
he has appointed tq ſucceed them—the Church which he has eſtab- 
liſhed—the days of our public wo:ſhip, bearing his name;$ and ob- 
ferved in memory of his reſ{urretion—the ſacraments he has inſtitu» 
ted—all bear teitimony to his divine dignity, and to the certainty and 
reality of his having long ſince appeared. Our faith repreſents him 
a$ exalted to Heaven, and worſhipped by its glorious inhabitants, and 
dur hope teaches us to look for bim from thence, to complete our ſalva- 
tion in the redemption of our bodies rom the grave, and in the eſtabliſh. 
ment of our whole perſons, in everlaſting felicity and glory. And is this 
perſon, all- glorious and divine, never to be mentioned in our Hymns 
and Songs of Praiſe — Are his inca; nation, his miracles, his actions, 
his diſcourſes, his virtues, bis example to be paſſed over, as unworthy! 
to be taught or celebrated Shall eloquent orations be compoſed and 
delivered. ſhall ſublime and labored poems be written and ſung, in 
honor of human bene factors and deliverers, and ſhall the name and 
actions of the Saviour be paſſed over in ſilence by thoſe, who ſhare: 
his bleſſings, who hope to ſbarc his triumphs, and are appointed by 
their office to declare his glories? No: Let us go forth to Feſus with- 
out the camp, bearing his reproach. et our upright and houck inten- 
tions be miſrepreſented, Let us, for our zeal, for the honor of Chriſt, 
and for promoting the knowledge and intereſts of his Goſpel, be 
ſtravgely branded with the reproachſui names of Arians, Socinians, 
Blaſphemers, and Deifts. Let us perſevere with a prudent and reſo- 
tutc zeal to approve ourſelves to our Divine MASTER, and to 
labor for the furtherance of his Goſpel. — F we ſuffer, we ſtall alfo 
reign with him—1f wwe deny him, be will alſo deny u. f And ict us re- 
men ber. we have an altar, whereof they bave no right to eat who ſerve 
the tabernacle | LE 
Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood; 
and bath made us kings and prieſts unto Ged and his Father ;—to Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever AME. ** e 


F $ Rev. i. 10. * Feb, iii. 13. + 2 Tim. ii. 12, 
1 Heb, viii, 10. * Rev. i. 5, 6, 
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